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ADVERTISEMENT. 



IS^OT being. pennitted to publish the means 
'^hich enriched me with the manuscript from 
''Whence the following tale is extracted, its sim- 
Vplicity alone can authenticate it* I make no 
-apology for akering the language to that of the 

preseat age, since the obsolete style of the author 

would be frequently unintelligible.— A wonderfiU , 
: coincidence of events stamps the narration at least 

with probability, and the reigu of Elizabeth was 
»that of romance. If this Lady was not the child 

of fancy, 4ier fate can hardly be paralleled ; and 
wthe line of which she came has been marked by 

an eminent historian, as one distinguished alike 
-by splendour and misery. 

The.characters interwoven in this story agree, 
in the outline, with history; and if love, or 
friendship, veil a Tault, or irradiate a virtue, it 
is but reasonable to allow of a weakness all fed 
in some particular instance. As painting can 
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"Only preserve the most striking characteristics of 
the form, history perpetuates only those of the 
soul; wbile too often the best and worst actions 
of princes proceed from partialities and prejudi* 
ces, which live in their hearts, and are barieii 
with them. 

The depredations of Time have left chasms ia 

the story, which sometimes only heighten th6 

, pathos* An inviolable respect for truth would 

not permit me to attempt connecting these, even 

where they appeared faulty. 

To the hearts of both sexes nature has enriched 
with sensibrijty, and experience with refinement, 
this tale is humbly offered ; in the persuasion $\xtk 
"Ml find it worthy their patronage. 
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TO 

ADELAIDE MAEIB DE MONTMORENCI. 

xaFTER a long and painfiil jaurney 
through life^ with a heart exhausted by 
afflictions^ and eyes which can no longer 
snpply tears to lament them^ I turn my 
every thought toward that grave on the 
Terge of which I hover. Oh! why then^ 
too generous friend^ require me to live over 
my misfortunes ? Such has been the pe« 
culiarity of my fate^ that though tortured 
with the possession and Jthe loss of every 

VOIi. I. B 



2 THE RECESS, &C. 

tie and hope that exalts or endears hu- 
manity, let but this feeble frame be. co- 
Tered with the dust from which it sprung, 
and no trace of my ever having existed 
would remain, except in the wounded con- 
sciences of those who marked me out a 
sohtary victim to the crimes of my proge- 
nitors: for surely I could never merit by 
my own the misery of living as I have done 
—of dying as I must do. 

Alas! your partial affeclion demands a 
memorial which calls back to being all the 
sad images buried in my bosom, and opens 
anew every vein of my heart. Yet con- 
summate misery has a moral use, and if 
ever these sTieets jeach the public, let the 
repiner at little evils learn to be juster to 
his God and himself, by unavoidable com- 
parison. But am I not assuming an inso- 
lent consequence in thus admonishing ! 
Alas, it is the dear-bought privilege of the 
unfortunate to be tedious! 
* My life commenced with an Incident so 
extraordinary as the following facts alone 
could incline any one to credit. As soon 
as capable of reflection, I found myself 
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-and a sister of my own age, in an apart* 
medt with a lad;^ and a maid advance^ in 
years. — Every day furnished us with what- 
ever was necessary for subsistence or im- 
provement^ supplied as it seemed by some 
invisible hand; for I rarely missed either of 
the few who commonly surrounded me. 
This Recess could not be called a cave, be- 
cause it was com|)os,ed of various rooms; 

> and the stones were obviously united by 

: labour; yet every room was distinct, and 
divided from the rest by a vaulted passage 

; with many stairs, while our light proceeded 
from small casements, of painted glass, so 
infinitely above our reach that we could 
never seek a world beyond; and so dim, 

. that . the beams of the mn were almost a 
novelty to us when we- quitted this retire- 
ment. These remarks occurred as our 
minds unfolded ; for at first we were con-- 
tent through habit and ignorance, nor once 
bestowed a thought on surrounding objects. 
The lady I have mentioned called us her 
children, and caressed us both with paren- 

i tal fondness. Blest with every gentle 
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charm^ it is not wonderful she fully pos^ 
sessed the affections of those who had no 
one else to idolize. Every morning we met 
in ia larger room than the rest^ where a very 
venerably man performed mass^ and con)- 
eluded with a. discourse calculated to en* 
dear retirement. From him we learnt that 
there was a terrible large place called the 
world/ where a few .haughty individuals 
commanded miserable millions^ whom a few 
artful ones made so; and that Providence 
had graciously rescued us from both^ nor 
could we ever be sufficiently grateful. Young 
hearts teem witli unformed ideas^ and arc 
but too susceptible .of elevated and enthu^ 
siastic impressions. Time gave this man 
insensibly an influence over us^ as a su- 
perior being ; to which his appearance 
greatly contributed. Imagine a tall and 
TObust figure habited.in blacky and marked, 
by a commanding austerity of manoers,— ^ 
His features bore the traces of many sor* 
rows^ and a kind of early old age^ which 
interested every observer. The fire and 
Qpbility of hb eye^ the gra,cefulness of his 
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decay, and the heart-affecting solemnity of 
bis voice. 

While on his reverend temples grew 
The blossoms of the grave, 

gave «n authority ahnost irresistible to Fa- 
ttier Anthony, as yre called him from hear- 
ing our maoinia do so; to whom we nnder* 
stbod he was brother. He nsaally partook 
eUT dKtfner, and from that time till ifaMiext 
morning ^anisbed^ for we knew ndt how or 
whfere he went. The interval we passed in 
Htde useM works, or in conversation with 
oar mimsma, whose ofdy employ dnent was 
tiiat of forming our minds for die workl 
we were taught to dread.— $A« was oar 
world, and all the tender affections^ of which 
I have since proved my heart so full^ centred 
in her and my sister. Time and sorrow had 
given a wan delicacy to features exquisitely 
regular^ while the soft symmetry of Mrs. 
Marlow's person united lo every common 
idea of beauty and elegance a feminine help* 
lessness^ which is^ when unaffected^ the most 
interesting of all charms. Her temper was 
B a 
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equal, and her understandiDg enriched by' a 
most extensive knowledge, to which she was 
everyday adding by perpetual study. Inclined 
strongly by nature to serious reflection, and 
all her favourite emplbymenls, I used to 
pass those hours at her side EUinor de- * 
voted to her play-things, or to Alice, whose * 
memory was overcharged with those mar-' 
vdlous tales children ial ways delight in. As 
our i«keas every day expanded, we thought 
more and more concerning our origin and 
our imprisonment. We knew that Father An- 
thony constantly disappeared, but whither 
was asecretbeyond our comprehension ; fon 
in all our researches we had never foanid a 
door except thbse common to the family, 
and which shut us from the world. EUinor,' 
whose lively imagination readily imbibed 
the romanljc and extravagant, conjectured, 
that we were in the power of some giant; 
nay, such fyas her disgust to Father An-- 
thony, that she sometimes apprehended he 
was a magician,, and would one day or other 
devour us. L had a very different idea 5 and 
'fancied our 'retreat a. hallowed circle to se- 1 
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elude us from the wicked^ while Fatlier An-» 
thony appeared to me our guardian geuius. 
Frequently we by agreement intermgated 
Alice, who though fond to the -common de- 
gree of an old nurse of both, but more 
especially Ellen, resisted those little arts na-' 
ture herself hispires. Our manuna we now 
and then ventured to sound, but her gravity 
always ; disconcerted us, and we retreated 
from a vain attempt. 

She once absented herself fourteen dcaysj 
ajad left us to our own conjectures, m a spot 
truly cheerless. Part of the time we spent 
in searching once more for a door, and the 
rest in childish lamentations for hef loss, 
which Ali^e sttll assured us would be but a 
temporary one* Inflexible in the discharge' 
of her duty, that domestic still persisted in 
locking our apartment every day after din- 
ner, at which time all who had occasion, > 
doubtless, passed in and out of the Recessr 

Being deprived of the customaiy resource, 

books, to amuse a part of our melancholy 

, leisure. We mutually agreed to invent tales 

from the many whole-length picture?^ which 

B 4 
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ornamented the best room^ and to take 
iiiem as tbej oasne alternately. EiUnor 
i^adily invented a ludicrous story upon the 
portrait of an old man^ whicl^ made us both 
laugh heartily. . I turned my eye# to consi- 
der wh|Lt I sluMild 99y about the next ;^ they 
lested on tke A^ut^^f a man of noUe mien ^ 
his dreps { tben kiiew no name for, but ha;?6 
ftimce found to be mainour; a page held hia 
helmet, and fiis hair^ of a pale brown^ fell 
pver hia shoulders. He was surrounded 
Ifitfa many embienu of martial merits and 
bh ejss9, which seemed bent on me^ rrete 
fuB of tender sweetness* A sentiment of 
yenerati6n> mingled with surpfisihg soft*- 
Aets, pierced my soul at once; my tcmgue 
faltered with a nameless idea^ and I rested 
tny head ag^unst the shoulder of my sister. 
That dear girl turned to me with quickness^ 
4tnd the beam of her eye was like that of 
the picture. I surveyed her over .and over, 
and found in every feature the strongest re- 
semblance ; when she frowned, she had alt 
his dignity ; when she smiled^ all his sweet* 
nasSi An awe^ I could not c^mquer, made 



THE RSC£$S, &C. 9 

tfieutiable to form any tale oil that subject^ 
and I directed my attenUon towards th^ 
next. It represented a lady in the flower' 
of youth^ drest in mourning) and seeming 
in every feature to b€f marked by sont>w; » 
black veil half shaded a coronet she wept 
over. If the last picture awakened yene« 
ration^ tbit seemed to call forth a thousand 
melting sensations; the tears rushed in vo« 
luntarily into our eyes> imd^ cls^sping^ we 
wept upon the bosoms of each oth^r. 
'' Ah, who can these be ?'* cried we both 
together. '* Why do our hearts thus throb 
before inanimate canva»? Surely every 
thing we behold is but part of one great 
toystery ; when will the day come, destined 
to clear it up?** We walked arm in ami 
round, and moralized upon every portrait^ 
but none interested us Kke these; we were 
never weary of surveying, or talking about 
ihem ; a young heart is frequently engrossed 
by a favourite idea, amid' all the glare of 
the great world; nor is it then wonderful 
ours were thus possessed when etitombed 
^livt in such a narrow boundary. I knew 
B 5 



JO THE RECESS, &C. 

not why, but we lived ia the presence of 
dbese pictures as if they had understood us, 
tind blushed when we were guilty of the 
slightest folly. 

. The moment our mamma returned,, we 
flew into her arms, and interrupted her ten<- 
der caresses with importunate enquiries cour 
cerning these favourite pictures. She re- 
garded us with astonishmentr-*her eyes filled 
with tears, and she bade Us leave her to re- 
qpver herself alone. Shortly after ' she 
$;i}mmoned Alice, and held with her a con* 
yersation which restored her tranquillity ; 
but she carefully avoided our enquiries, en- 
deavouring to diversify our hours by. music, 
drawing, poetry, geography, and every or- 
namental branch of education. Whenever 
we verged towards an hint about the retreat 
T— ^^ wait, my dear girls, she would say, 
the appointed hour — alas, one may follow 
it, when you will wish yourselves still unin- 
fofmed." — Impressed by these words with 
an undefinablc melancholy, our years passed 
on till womanhood approached. 
Pardon me if I linger over these scenes; 
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•alas^ I have but few sucb to relate^ and they 
are all of my life upon which my heart dares 
•to pause. How are we born to invent ouf 
own miseries ! We start forward from tlie 
;goal of youtb^ fearless and impatient^ nor 
know the heights and depths through wJiich 
we^must labour ; oppressed in turn by every 
.element, and often overwhelmed with that 
-most insupportable of all burthens, our own 
disrsatisfied souls. How have I wept the 
.moment I quitted the Recess — a moment I 
,then lived but in the hope of! To be al- 
ways erring, is the weakness of hmnanity*- 
and to be sdways repenting, its« punishment. 
— Alas^! could we learn wisdom without ex- 
:pcrieuce, mankind would perhaps be too 
happy. 

rather Anthony in time ingratiated bim- 

• self with us, by bis. continual remonstrances 

against our being shut up in a place which 

.bounded our ideas so much that he despaired 

of making us comprehend half of what he 

<iaught u^.. We seconded his advice witli 

endless entreaties. Our mamma, whawas 

persuasion itself in ber own persony.wasiiot 

B 6 
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proof against it in that of another^ ^' Alas^my 
children/^ would she often say, ^* by what 
Vitality do you so passionately desire toleave 
^ home you will hereafter remember witli a 
f»feasure foil of regret ? In vain you would 
return to it-*you will lose a taste for the 
tranqctil enjoyments this solitude offers, 
without perhaps finding any to supply them. 
Yet far be the selfish weakness from my 
heart of punishing yoa, e^ren for your wel- 
fare. You shall see thid admired world* 
' May it ever please you as it will at first 
•sight!** • 

We embraced her with youthful transport, 
and then each other—*' We^ shall go at last,** 
exclaimed both together, '' we shall see 
many more like ourselves!*' 

€c What say you, children ?'* cried ahe ; 
:'** ah ! you will see few indeed like your- 
selves.** . 

The next day was s^pointed for our en^ 
fraficbisement. We packed and unpacked 
our little luggage fifty times ^ over for m&i^ 
employment, till the appointed hour came ; 
Hhen we wer« summoned to the chamber oif 
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our only friend^ who was waVdng aboat ap- 
parently agitated with a seexet. 

*' Are you grieved^ mamma,** cried I, 
'' thatwe are going to be haj^yf" 

'^ Ah no, Matilda 1 I am grieved, be* 
cause I diink you are just ceasing te be so» 
In this peaceful solitude I could supply to 
you every lost relation — the adopted chil- 
dren of my heart, I stood between you and 
a fate at once distinguished, obscure, and 
affecting.— Akts, why dp you wrest your- 
selves and your secret from me ? Why do 
you oblige me to tell you, you must never 
more call me any thing but Mrs. Marlow i** 

*' Nevermore call' you mamma P' sighed I, 
incoherently, ^' who then areour patfentsf** 

^^ You have no father : he who gave yott 
existence sleeps in the bosom of God." 

*' Our mother. 

ff Lives — but not for you — enquire nQ 
farther; let this- specimen of knowledge 
teach you to fear it.-*»When the time re« 
quires it, I shall disclose your whole story, 
*-weep no more, my lovely, my affecting 
girls ; I have lost bu^ a name ; for my nature 
is unalienable. All who will see na know 
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that I never was married, which absoJately 
compelled m^. to this discovery. But I dare 
believe they willTely on my rectitude, and 
welcome you by whatever appellation I 
shall think proper to give you. -Reasons 
you win hereafter know, induce me always 
to conceal a retreat, where alone I could 
have hid you, and both must, ere we leave 
it, solemnly promise never to disclose th« 
secret." 

Chilled with this awful preparation, out 
desire of liberty vanished ; we feU like link« 
struck from the chain of creation; and stiH 
with restless minds explored the remainder 
of a mystery which we wept by anticipa- 
tion. ^^ She lives, but not for you !" wer« 
words whose sound vibrated to my heart 
while pleasure danced around me, and the 
doubt attending the future, often, robbed the 
present of enjoyment. 

After we had made- at her knees the strict 
promise required, she muffled our faces^ and 
^king my hand, as Alice did my sister's, 
led us through many cold passages for some 
minutes; when- unbinding our e3'es, we 
found ourselves in a noble cloister. Wc 
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flew into .the garden it bordered, ayid hov? 
:stroDg was the impression of the scene be- 
fore us ! from the maosion, which stood on 
a hill, spread a rich and fertile valley, 
mingled with thickets, half-seeu or clustered 
hamlets, while through the living land- 
scape flowed a clear river, 

■ • and to the main 
The liquid serpent drew his silver train. 

The SUB was sinking, involved in swelling 
waves of gold and purple, upoq whom we 
almost gazed ourselves blind: for though' 
we had often read and heard of his efful- 
gence, the author of universal being can 
alone display it, Imagination, Madam, 
may sometimes surpass the wonders of art ; 
but those of nature leave all imagination 
far behind. 

. Mrs. Marlow led us through, the Abbey, 
which might, rather be called a palace: it 
was erected upon the ruins of a Mons^stery 
destroyed at the Reformation, and siill was 
called by thepame of St. Vincent. It had 
all the Gothi<2 magnificence and elegance, 
and we learnt with pleasure that Mrs. Mar- 
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low> the sister of its owner Lord Scroapei» 
was considered by eirery servant hi it» 
mistress. A noble apartment within hers 
was allotted for us^ and the charms of the* 
new world mingled wit^ our melancholy 
reveries^ alike destroying our re^se. The 
rising of the sun^ whose first beams gilt our 
windows^ roused u» entirely, Methinks^ 
while I expatiate on these trifles, time seems^ 
suspended^ and the scene still living before 
me. The rich , dew*drop$> those jewels with* 
which nature decks^ber bosbm, glittering td 
the rays that wand^ered over the grass ; the 
various animdsthM deemed to derive a daily 
existence from the retura of that glorious^ 
orb; the morning hymn of the winged 
creation,— all united to awaken our grati- 
tude, and humble us before the author qf 
our being. ^' Accept, oh God, would we 
cry spontaneously, the adoration of two 
hearts, who know na claim ia this mighty 
universe hut thee ! oli deign to bless the de- 
sire of doing right with the powes ! and 
if sorrow only is our portion,, sanctify 
it with resignation; so when. time delivers 
up to eternity, hc^ may be ottr condiictor I** 
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. We were delighted with a playful group 
pf fawns and deer, with whom we longed 
to frolic^, and stole through ;Mr». Marlow's 
ebamber into the park^by ^.passage she had 
pomt^ out to us the day before. What 
was our surprise When we taw those with 
whom we had in idea mingled^ were large 
fierce creattttes, and t^hat had they not ma 
from us, we mu^t frcmi ^m ; thai every bbd 
fe»red its natural protector^ and that man 
lived in a continiial warfai^e with every 
Ihmg in creation, e?en to his own apedes ! 

I am tedious^ and must ha^e done wiiji 
these puerilltief, which yet on reOectJon 
yield the purest jj^asures of omr Irres. Mrs. 
Mark>w soon piaoeiired for us the best kw 
structoiB in er^y art and science that re* 
mote residence afforded, and^ by^ her own 
example, gave an elegant finish to our 
manners, pcecept never can. Extreraiely 
detached, by our situation, from society, w^ 
easily discerned that Mrs. Marlow was will- 
ifig Ive should be so, for she frequently ex« 
pressed anxiety at the thoughts of Lord 
Scroope's return, who, I understood, had 
been sent ambassador to the Hague Trom 
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r Queen Elizabeth. Our masters, our i5er- 
, vants, and the variousmistics who tenanted 
the estate, met in the chapel of St, Vin- 
cent's Abbey once a weeky and those were 
all our intercourse with society. On the 
evening of every Sunday we regularly went 
to the cell of Father Anthony, which was 
a cot raised by Lord Scroope (to whom he 
stood in the same relation as Mrs. Marlow) 
on the verge of a l&rge wood that sheltered 
the mansion behind. Here, while we were 
indulged with all tliose simple repasts noi 
velty gives charms to, our minds were en- 
laj'ged by conversations on every thing sub* 
lime or instructive. If benevolence drevf 
Mrs. Marlow abroad, she made us always her 
companions, and gave her alms but through 
our hands; ; ordering us ever to add some 
mite of our own, in proportion to our 
means. Avarice is rarely the vice of youth ; 
at least, if I may judge by my own heart j 
for the chief joy of receiving, to mc, was 
that of giving. Nor could charity have 
descended to eaith in a more lovely form 
than 'Mrs. Marlow's. At a tale of distress 
her eyes assumed a melting benignity rarely 
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seen/ and never described; while her ap- 
proach gave that pleasure to every suflferer, 
one should feel, at the visible presence of a 
guardian angel. 

.Three years el;apsed in this manner^ ere 
Lord Scroope returned : and when he did^ 
he was so deeply engaged in politics^ that 
tb^. various presents he continually . sent 
from London^ made , to us the only dif- 
ference. 

. Still tlie sad sounds — ^^ your mother. livei 
-7:but not for you P' rung through our hearts 
occasionally ; still we equally desired to dis-" 
cov^er, the Recess, and wandered through 
St. Vincent's Abbey with the same curiosity 
we once before did through our retirement. 
The more we reflected, the more we were 
convinced that it must be near us; but* the 
respect we had for Mrs. Marlow's solemn 
injunctions sealed our lips to every servant, 
and we never were allowed to ramble un- 
attended. 

Mrs. Marlow, endued with the purest 
principles, justly conceived happiness, the 
Qoblest use of understanding ; and bent her. 
whole attention towards convincing us, that 



the fete appointed us was the most desirable 
in the world,' '^ Here would she say, in a 
hap^y fetiretnent, free alike from the 
drudgeries of high or low life, peace and 
innocence becalm your heetrts, and bloom 
on yonr dieebs. Unenvying and unenvted 
a»s now, may that moment find •you none 
can avoid! Ah, how anlike the crimeiB ^iind 
mtfleri^s t£ « coutt 1 There you tran have no 
vice so iojuric^us to yourselves as catidour ; 
no merit lifce ^ faypocriqr* Love and firiend* 
ship ape unknown, and t!beir Mmes made 
we q£ but to 'cotrap the miwni'y. WoffiCtt 
wbo hapve beanty are destroyed by it, and 
all wiho hffte not are seglectied. The gifts 
of man take place of ^ g^ of God, a&ii 
money al^ne constitates merit.r^Ah ! liever f 
never! my dear girls, can you enough bless 
that indulgent Providence, which withdraws 
you fr«m the danger!** ' 

Shall 1 confess my vanity? When I 
looked in the glass^ I did not think I should 
be neglected, even at cdurt. ' I had fio op-^ ' 
portanity of forming any just comparison 
indeed^ for the rustic* around us, scorched 
with toil^ had oi^Iy charms enough left ta 
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sliew what thejF might have been with caret 
The cle^Mrness of my Gomp1exioD> ainl th^ 
delicacy of my feii^ures left me noequal, 
but my sifter: nay^ ev^en our habits, though 
<»fteo only- of » finer camblet than theirs> 
were made in so different a manner, that 
Ihej did QOt appear to be composed of the 
same materials. 

However 4iapose<| to prt>fii; by the ad^ 
vice of ovr more than parent,^ Heaven did 
not permit us to be happy. The clouds 
broke at <ance over our heads ; Mrs., Mar« 
low, <mr only tie on earthy and therefore 
doubly priz^, was seiaed with a fever; the 
more dangerous, hecauseit. was not violent 
enough at firsjt to appear so. To paint our 
distraction would be a viun attempt. Kneel* 
ing on each side of her bed, for fourteen 
days and n^hts, we by tears and inward 
supplications persecuted the Almighty. Af* 
fectionately attached to us, she struggled 
for our sakes with the disorder, till having 
worn her down to a. skeleton, it began at 
last to abate; but notwithstanding every 
e£Ebrt of art, could never be eradicated. 
Scarce had we bjres^thed after this distress. 
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when an express from London delivered a 
pacquet to Mrs. Marlow, which occasioned 
her instantly to summon Father Anthony ; 
they remained in consultation for some time, 
when they bade Alice or^der us instantly to 
joiu them. - 

' '' My children/' said Mrs.Marlow, faintly, 
^^ an unforeseen event Obliges us once more 
to retire to the Recess. Every thing is at 
this moment preparing for our reception. 
You are now at years to judge of the im- 
portance of its concealment, nor will I 
longer make it a mystery .-i— But why thus 
afflict yourselves for a temporary restraint? 
If am willing, for your sakes, tO be carried 
thither, like a corpse into a tomb, surely 
you will not be so ungenerous as to vent 
one selfish lamentation r'' 
• Efiectually silenced by this noble reproof, 
we collected, in confusion and grief, our 
clothes and ornaments ; when, returning to 
her room, we found there Father Anthony, 
an old dotaestic called James, Alice; and 
the hiousekeeper; who,* having dispersed th^ 
other servants, preceded us to a store-room 
on the. ground floor, and opening a press^ 
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unfastened a false back^ which conducted 
ns into a closet, dark, but for our torches. 
She then lifted a part of the floor, fitted 
very neatly, and discovered a narrow pair 
of stairs, down which we went, leading her 
behind, atid effectually secured outselves^ 
by bolting it firmly on the inside. We past 
through several subterraneous passages built 
on arches, and preserved from damps by 
cavities which passed through every statue 
that ornamented the garden, till at list we 
reached our prison. But judge of my asto- 
nishment, when I found the so often-sought 
entrance was a door of the size of that por- 
trait which first gave me such singular sen- 
sations, and which I perceived was made 
to fall together, with a spring almost im- 
perceptible. 

Father Anthony silenced the exclama- 
tions I would have made, and drew me at 
once to Mrs. Marlow ; who, pale and life- 
less with the fatigue of thife removal, gave 
additional terrors to the moment. Whether 
the agitation of her mind had increased her 
malady, or it was originally, beyond cure, I 
know not; but saw, with speechless afflic- 
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tion^ from the moment of our letam to tiie 
Becessj thc^ she would never le^re U alive. 
Enclosed in solitude^ witliout sufficient air, 
att^:idanoe> or advice^ we l^eld her finish 
her generis attachment to us> by resolutely 
zesisting our intreaties. 

'^ liCt us quit this dreary place/' I would 
Mjj '^ if but for a cottage* Let us not^ in 
losing youy have the cruel aggravation o£ 
contributing to so great a misfortune.— Oh ! 
what more can we have to fear^ than the 
Joss of idJ we love f" 

'^Whyi why, my children," returned she, 
^* thus embitter acommon fate ? Can [/who -^ «»> 
have voluntarily passed my youth in a tomb; 
dread to bury my dust in 'it? You know 
my opinion is singular, nor do I think man 
could avert the. stroke when God recalls us, 
however wise or willing* If I had been 
taken earlior from you, indeed, heavy to all 
must have been the calamity^ but after 
having taught you to live, there remains 
this only lesson, and my duty is complete ; 
you now are enabled to judge for your- 
selves, confide in God^ and he will not de« 
fiertjou," 

4 



*^'.Ala«!" would I cry, dro^raed hi tears, 
^ from your eye alone have we. leapiKt when 
we did «ny tbingartght ; we shall. no longer 
know good irom ^il when that d«ar eyei» 
closed." 

^' Matilda/' replied she with a &olQa# 
nir, " remember otily when you are caUted 
to any important action, to considt your 
heart in solitude; God has placed in tki^l 
heart an unerring mooilor, and if we .bear 
not the small still voice, it is because wie 
drown it in the noise of the world; then 
sJhall we meet again to part no more; then, 
at the tribunal of the Mb3t High, I abaU 
gladly say, *' these creatures, O Xiord, didst 
#hou 'entrust to my care unsullied, behold 
even so I restore them." 

Rismg up as she pronounced these words, 
she held a hand of each of us to her heart, 
while ^h{^ eyes streamed with a kind of 
glory when lifted toward her Creator. 
Kever did 1 isee such an ^animated figure ; 
her ei»ul ieeo^ *^at moment bursting 
fr^n its >be0kUlle«w mansion to join ite «ister 
angels. 

VOL, X» ^ C 
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. '' Miatilda and EIHiior, my mor€ thaa 
children^ you recollect/* said she, *^ I sup- 
pressed your curiosity once, by telling j'ou, 
I ivould reveal your secret finally when the 
hour demanded it. That hour is' come, 
Aas ! I cannot but weep to remember, that 
a thousand interesting ideas are now going 
to detaeh your affections from her who 
a^goniBes over you.'^ 

i We* kissed her hand in speechless sor- 
row-i— i- 

'^ 'Tis true," continued she, f^ my brother 
might hereafter disclose your story, but 
there are among its incidents, some th^t 
need the gentleness of a woman to teach 
you to bewail, wi^out imitating. In this 
little history you will .find the full motive of 
my retreat, and the means by which it was 
effected. 

. ^^ Yo!u already know I am sister to. the 
present Lord Scroopfe, but yoik lii»owy »<Mi 
that I derived my birrfj from thie :iU»-judged 
zeal of my mother. Bi'ed up: $t Papist^ ^ho 
p>. isooner ehtertailied ^^passioo for Lprd 
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Scroope^ than she formed a design to con- 
vert him to the Catholig religion. She was 
handsome^ as I have always heard^ and he 
.was young; he affected to be sensible of her 
eiFortSjr which redoubled her zeal. She 
thought the love of Heaven 4lone actuated 
her heart, but he took advantage of those 
moments, and she found too late that she hSad 
sacrificed her own soul's welfare to his induU 
gence : her relations, who had the more en- 
couraged her, as my father was a great match 
in point of fortune, exasperated &t an error 
they onglit rather to have cliarged them- 
selves witii, shut her up, and treated her 
widi (he udnost rigour. 
.; ^^ In this terrible situation ^e was deli« 
vered of me; her relations took me instantly 
from her eighty ^^^y wjrapt me in the most 
disgraceful habiliments, and sent me, with a 
letter full of the bitterest threats and taunts^ 
to my father. Far, however, from feeling 
that indifference very young men usually be- 
hold their offspring with, he received me as 
the first gift of Heaven, and, committing me 
to tbedv^rge of proper people^ made me of 



410 Je^ coaseqfidnce than if I had bee^ 
faift kgttiiugLte daughter^ and heiress of hia 
«8tate^ 

^^ In the mean time my mother was kept 
in total tgaorariceof tb^ fate of her child ^ 
iiiiser&ble lacker own heart, and eternally 
taunted for the disgrace isbe hnd brought on 
her family,, she ot length resolved to rnilke 
herescape to Lord Sctx^ope^-^i^eeSected it^ 
^ad ibund in his -boilrse the treasure of all her 
ho{»e%.her child,; b«t. As siie was not of an 
«ge io be independent^ on her being <UscoTerf 
cjd by her kindred, she wt»s; again torn from 
his arms^ and I wafs for eter foeiieaved of a 
mother before I was senaiWe I had xObb. 
How often did my father repent his injusftice 
to her; it hung, heavy on hi^ soni in life, 
and wa$ most terrible in death. In Vain h^ 
sot^ther, for never ftcrin ihaft iiour did 
HeaiVen permit the* ^ring pair to meet. A 
£^w yea^s ^fterwMrds be Hia|-ri€td> wd hard l^ 
hid wife th^ present Lord ; this c^f cumstand^ 
far fr0m lessening his affection^ endeiai^ 
«fte (^tillfnore to tiins : he rettaoaibefed tfhat I 
)iad no foftane^botfroBiim boimty^oodMI 
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but on his heart. His lady haTing no more 
cfaiMreo^ began to consider me as her daugh* 
%er, and the mkfortuBe qf my birth was al« 
iD0Stforgotten« In t&isr Mtuatiioii I gre#' iip> 
caressed bjr all his friends^ and admired 
infinitely more than J deserted ; for^ fpom 
the iKiine my brother grew of aw age to 
i^pe^f ilk the* trar£d> Lord S«^roope had 
\dh .St. Vinoent'si Abbey for the Coin*, 
Maay naliqhes offeered/ of which my Hither 
often entreated me ;ta. chase, I howerver 
•aw JDo man with a preference v and a&i wht 
. (leMtbic. my heart was too ieiider not to be» 
G09iepa^tiaV I wished toeyade all proppsalii 
ti}i ti^en. J had in this interval the misfor- 
tene to loseniy fiftther> wtiote aeEtaes- failing 
him in hislast siekoiesf^ hebad no pawoi* to 
make a neceftiary proviBion for n^; yet in 
ihi$ deUriu^ he raved of me aod^my mother 
continually. J felt this loss the less$en$iUy^ 
as I wa^^re^fcftd with, the utmos^t generosity 
and tenderness by my brother and the dowa^* 
ger I«ady Scroope; but I found my train 
of admirers diminish apace, when one 
appeared , who atoaed in my eyes for the 
c 3 
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1q|& of a ttiousand. He was a young WesU 
Indian^ possessed of a considerable for^ 
tune^ an amiable persoa^ and an untaiated 
))earl. When I say I loved him I speak 
T>ut eoldly j you will know hovfr well here* 
after. . Mr. Colville, for . that was bis 
iiAme> was of ^a charadter toa much re- 
senbling the youog Lord Scroope'si noi 
to be fevoured by him. He proved by 
the generosity of his bchavionr, the BiQce* ' 
rity of his love: neither the misfortuiie . 
of my birtti, or want of riches^ dimi* 
nished his.ardonr; but rather^ on thecon^ 
trary, augmented it. His^ fortune w«a 
independent^ and I was not desirous of 
more than a very mod'erale competence. 
Tb» day of oar marriage was fixed^ and 
arrived etpjolly wished by both. We were 
united' in the presence of the Lord and 
Lady Scroc^e, who had loaded me with 
noble gifts. Our hearts were gay^ and 
a large company assembled on the occa- 
sion^ invented a thousand diversions. I 
was sitting after dinner at the head of the 
t^le, singing> when a seiTantentered and 
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whispered my husband ; he rose up, and 
followed the man into the next room; my 
eyes were industrious to find him, and as he 
left the door open, I perceived him, from an 
opposite pier glass^ take a packet of letters 
from a stranger; he held them in his band 
-'till I ceased singing, and then began readr 
ing ; be continued to-do so for some minutes, 
wVien I saw bis hand shake with great vior 
lence, which, soon diminishing^ he fell ta 
the ground. . I ran to him ia the utmost 
agitation, — he was cold and convulsed. 
I took up the papers; but had not read 
half as far, before I was as insensible as 
himself. 

(Mrs. Marlow was so affected at this 
passage, she had not power to proceed ; at 
last recovering, she held up her hands, while 
her fine eyes wfere drowned in tears, and re- 
peated) 

^'' Let me not, oh God, since I survived 
that moment, sink under the remembrance 
of it ! I must cut short description, my chil- 
dren, on a circumstance \^hich so nearly 
affects my heart. The letters were from hi» 
c 4 
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mother ; after telUbg him she h^d siiiFered 
him to depstrt wiiii the more ease for £ng«- 
landt, as she wished to have ati opportunity 
o§ ^daring a secret to him^ shame had 
l0iig sappressedi, and which her decayieg 
healttr forbid her longer to conceal^ she re*> 
}aicd Iheineidentdof her life; aiewoj which 
d^eidi^dour f&te^andcoca'vinced me tbat th^ 
sam0 parents bad givect birth to both. Wbiii 
» t€frtible discoYery 1 I sfasdl pass oyer thos^ 
eyentd you sdready kuow^ and only me&tioit^ 
4}hat oil beidg forced by her tyrannical re»- 
k^ions fr^Bi Lord Scroope's honse, thel* 
sent her under the care of an uncle^ in tht 
Spanish service, to the VV^est Indies>, Durr 
ing the passage, she fousd herself again 
witb child; her kinsman, exadperaied.at 
. this circumstance, usc<J every means to pre* 
Tail on her to marry Mr. Colville (a settler 
whose plantatioijs joined his, and who was a 
J>ass€nger on board the same vessel) without 
acquainting him with her situattoni* Per- 
secuted and distressed, she at last took a 
resolution on the first occasion, to declare 
all to her lover. His assiduity furnished 
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3aer with one ere long, whicii ^ Aid iH* 
neglect. As soon as he had conquevecl 
his surprise, he assured her elie should ne- 
ver repent her generous confidence ui his 
honour, which affected him the more sen- 
sibly as -his friend would meanly ha,ve de- 
' <;eiTed him. He owned himself so at- 
tached, that if she could give up fruitless 
hopes to partake . his fortune, be wouU 
marry her directly, without elaiming any 
right from the ceremony, but that of rCf 
leasing her from the tyranny of her ki^n^ 
dred, and hereafter providiug in the satne 
manner lor her child as he would for any 
of his own. Overcome with the severity 
t>f her treatment, from those who were 
bound to pity her, and sensible the stran- 
ger who could speak so gener4>udly on the 
-sul^ect, might make her as happy as she 
now dmst hope to be, she requested time 
to deliberate on the proposal, which he 
granted^ Some days elapsed, during 
which> she resolved to seeuiHs to herself 
the privilege of keeping one of her chil- 
.4rei), by consenting. They were united 
c 5 
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hy a holy father then on boards who* at 
Mr. Colville's desire, gave out that he 
had niiirried them twa months before in 
London, but concealed it from some mo-^ 
tives respecting the lady's friends. Her 
uncle, under whose care she was, not 
suspecting the eclairciasement, was asto- 
nished how she had brought her lover 
to consent to this; but, as. his authority 
was at an end by her compliance with his 
wishes, he aifected the utmost satisfaction;, 
and offered them some: valuable presents:. 
Mr. Colville, whose ingenuous heart ab* 
horred his meanii€ss>. refused with cons- • 
tempt those poor compensations, for a 
deqjelt which might have proved so fatal 
to his happiness, nor left him to suppose 
he was ignorant of the favour intended 
^him.r He painted the infamy of the pro- 
ceeding in. th« strongest colours, and* oft 
their arrival at Jamaica, carried his bride 
to his own plantation, wifehiout deigning to^ 
take leave of heir relations, ^ Here,'* said- 
the dear lady, ^ I gave birth, my son, t« 
y9u^ and here I first learnt to* be hagpjf^ 
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The generous kindness with which Mr. 
Colville treated you; the un^vearied al- 
tention he shewed to me, deserved, and 
obtained my whole heart. It seemed as 
if the sincerity of my conduct had can- 
celled its errors; I may truly say, I ne- 
ver saw him caress you, without ardently 
wishing you had a claim to the name he 
bestowed on you. You grew up without 
my eVer hearing of your real father, and 
as it little Irecame me to wound the heart 
of my husband, I preserved an absolute 
silence on that subject, jior^ seemed to' re- 
. member such a person ever had existed. 
I will not say I never thought of him ; na- 
ture taught you to recall him to my mind 
by a ; thousand artless gestures. — I gave 
you, after some years, two sisters and a 
brother, the loss of whom you doubtless 
remember. A generous, though silent 
struggle, continued during their lives, be- 
tween. Mr. Colville and myself 5 I always 
attempted to convince him . that you, 
though the elder, had no more than a just 
pQilion of my love; and he, no less auxi- 
c 6 
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ously, sought to satisfy me that his own 
children had not made him forget what 
he had promised respecting you. Hea- 
ven, however, took them to itself, and 
Mr. Colville divided between yon and me 
a fortune too dearly gained by his loss; 
though you have paid the tribute of filial 
gratitude over his grave, my son, remember 
that isinsufhcient ; you owe him every thing, 
and can never discharge the obligation. 
Your youth, and the pleasure Mr. Colville 
toolc in being called your father,, made 
it very improper that I shi^uld intrust to you 
a secret so humiliating to myself, and dis- 
tressing to him ; yet, sensible of the neces- 
sity, I have, since his death, a thousand 
times resolved on it, and a& constantly 
/given up the. design. At last> my dedr 
child, you rendered it easier to me, by 
propo»ng to visit England, and I suffered 
you to go with the less 'regret, because I 
noped you ^ there would find another pa- 
tent; one whose claim in you is the saiKre 
with mine, and one, who I am assured, , 
will proudly acknowledge you. Go then^ 
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.my dear Anthony^ to Lord *Srcoope; 
shew him ibis letter: tell him^ for I am 
not afraid to say it^ even to yourself, that I 
send him a son worthier of a nobler name 
than the weakness^of your mother has given 
yon. . Tell him, I will not allow him to 
provide for your sister Gertrude, since the 
fortune I possess is already destined to het, 
xif living. Do you, my dear Anthony, re- 
.pair my loss to her, for never, in respect* to 
,Hiy husband's memory, will I see again the 
iather of my children ; this place shall be my 
'grave, and Ivere, while life remains, I will 
bless you both, and pray that the sins of 
your, parents may never.be visited upon 
either. 

'' Vain wi»h," said Mrs. Marlow ; '' the 
stroke was already given. Judge fcir me, 
any dear girls, what I felt on reading 
such tender sentiments, and remember- 
ing the characters were thqse of a mo- 
ther! 

*' We were removed to separate apart- 
ments; Mr. Colville, no longer my hus- 
band, had strength of constitution, but 
not strength of mind, to support this car 
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lamity; he fell into a deep melancholy,^ 
and shut himself from all the world: as 
to me. Heaven, in mercy, took away my 
senses by a violent fever; I remained 
in a dangerous situation several weeks, 
during which time he formed a resolu- 
tion, my restoration gave him an opportu- 
nity to effect. Each wanting courage to 
see the other, he informed me, by letter, 
be only waited my consent to return to 
his own country, and dispose of his eflFects, 
the produce of which might endow the 
monastery where he should receive the 
holy habit. He conjured me to support 
a misforfeujie, his letter convinced me, he 
Was ready to sink under. The sad choice 
he had made was already miae; I wrote 
to inform him of it ; I conjured him ne- 
ver to betray to our mother the fatal event 
of her concealment, but to persuade her 
we were both happy. — What a vain request; 
had not Heaven deprived her of ever seeing 
him, how could he have concealed so e:^- 
quisite a distress ? A wound in the heart will 
e v^r bleed on the si igh test touch ^ 
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*' 1 recovered my senses, but tliat disgust 
with which every disappoiatment (and 
how much more so deep a one!) over- 
^helals a young mind^ made every thiog 
odious to me; the hours when I was so 
pleasingly deceived, 'were all I reckoned 
in my life. Before J left my room, my 
Lord's, marriage with the Lady IVlatilda 
Howard was concluded; his union with 
the first Lady in England^ both in birth ^ 
and beauty, gave the greatest plezisure to 
all who loved him. Little able, and less 
disposed to assist at festivities, I retired 
on the plea of bad health to the Abbey. 
The death of the Dowager Lfidy Scroope, 
in the midst of the pleasures, entirely 
damped them. Lord Scroope conducted 
his new Lady into the country, to pass 
the time of mourning; the amiable cn^ 
gaging bride conceuifed a friendsiiip fov 
me, which, as is frequently the case in 
noble 9iinds, had perhaps its source in 
my misfortunes. With all the graces that 
adorn grandeur. Lady Scroope had the * 
sweet simplicity of a village maid; a heart 
full of the most jexquisite delicacy and . 



40 THE ;RECEas, &c. 

sensibility^ and features^ which did justice 
to her mind. My Lord perfectly adored 
her^ and' her rank and charms soon made 
me find St. Vincent's Abbey no longer a 
xetirement. 

'^ A letter came in a short time from my 
brother, which informed me, that on his 
arrival- at Jamaica, he found my mother 
had died during his absence; this was 
accompanied with bills for a large sum, 
as my portion of her valuable; legacy. 
There is something so tender in the name^ 
the idea of a mother, although unknown, 
that in spite of my other aflSicftions, I found 
a very sensible one in her loss. My heart 
had now no resting place. Before, the re- 
membrance that the hlow ccffiie from her, 
however unintentionally, gave me «. littJe 
courage, which I was hot sure I possessed 
till it was lost. There is a pleasure «to 
hearts, capable of refinement, in saerifiaing 
something to th^ friends we love ; the si- 
lence we endured to safve her from distress 
•^had lessened mine, which now broke forth 
anew. The amiable Lady Scroope neg- 
lected nothijig to soften it; she used every 
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eflbri to prevent my. retinug to th« mo* 
nasleryv aft Iliad p^irposed^ and h^r influ'- 
ence over her Lord made her Wishes too 
»ar«Iy bis for Win to negl^t adding his in- 
it»eaSe»; th^ obligations I owed his fami- 
ly/ the esteem r had for his L^idy^ and the 
•uttry rrfneiuept i h&v^ ffleiiitioiied, madfe 
m^-mabk to refuse. I could netei* mske 
toc^ large timends for such kindness. My 
iiiftl€Mn«}afr> Who rather boasted than 
-disowned the title, to gratify me, ne^ 
letted the amusements nattinkl to her 
yeaps> and a mind at e'a^e; it seemed as 
if Phad the authority vested in her, and 
-Jidt her will, but mine, directed the fam^ 
-ly. Ou^ guests departed by degrees, and 
Lady Seroope's brother, the young Duke of 
Norfolk, with som^ other relations, afone 
remained. 

'' To satisfy my brother Anthony that no 
levity had erased from my mind the tender 
ties which once united us, and which 
neither tiriie nor reason could ever entirely ' 
dissolve, I laid before him the motives of 
my conduct, and conjured him to be- 
lieve, since I could never be his, I never 
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gave the comoiunieation a value^ was ii 
l^membered. The hobleoian ^ho couU 
obtain so yast a favour, 'lis cteecU^s to men-^ 
tiop^ professed the reformed mligioti^ but 
not able to forget that in which be had beea 
brought up, his house became the asjihun 
of rnaay^ of the imrensecnued fatlm*: thift 
circumsiuuiee beij^g naiiced, ho fidoojd his 
.views in. the worM depended cat his expelt 
ling them, when the acciet paii^ge occurred 
iso his remembrauiee^ He bad the stones re^ 
moved casntbusly bj the holy lathers^ and 
found this place well arched and paved, attd 
free from damps; k terminated in. a room 
they suppipised to have been die oefectory^^ 
^nd which still remained entire.. Tbeyre^ 
moved^ by degrees, such acctmnhodations 
«s were necessary into it, and thither the 
refugees retired, being sui>pUed with food 
from the Abbey: but findii^ tiiemselvea 
shut up in too small a place, aad ii^ total 
want of employment, they began workiog 
under ground, and by degrees for med two 
other passages from the Recess, one of 
which ends in the Hermit's cave, wterethe 
eldest of them livedo and the othev ia the 
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mid$ix>f the rui|i0» Thus ^royiditig against 
discovery^ or rather securing their escape if 
that should hsqppeii. In surveying the ruins^' 
they found severtil places enclosed^ and yet 
vndemolished ; irOm among those^ they se- 
lected the few we blive lived in^ diusing 
them always separated to prevent suspicion. 
Thus, in a few years^ «ach father had his 
own cdl^ and a :nioo8Stery was hid among 
the mills of the convent. At lengthy the 
severity of government cdbating, several of 
diemoiiiss ventured again into the worlds 
vad of the eight who made it their asylum^ 
twoonlytHideal their dayshere. LordScroope^ 
sensible of the value of such a reiirementi 
oavefuUy kept the secret when its. inhabitants 
wteregone; two servants alone knew it^ and 
ihey were faithful; nor^ill the housekeeper 
told me ihe atory, had i m idea of «uch a 
place. 

^^ This account appealed to me almcttt 
fabulous; 'die -mki was ai least half a mile 
irom the mansion^ wihiBb th^en bad a view 
af its ii«Bg>plantBticmBsbniy diminiBbed^till 
fbe mooA^be€BgAerfvetfaKtaed,4» indeed ^bs^ 
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I impatiently desired to explore the whole 
romantic secret. 

^^ The housekeeper did not delay a' mo- 
ment to gratify mycuriosity;-she summoned 
an old servant who knew the way, with 
torches, to lead me thrcxugh the windings. 
The arthed roof which was, by some con- 
trivance in the building, kept astonishingly 
free from damps, echoed to our very feet. 
The gloominess of the scene accorded with 
my ideas, and suggested a scheme which I 
have since thought a providential one, to 
my mind. The divisions of the rooms, the 
bare walls^ and boles in the roof for air, dis« 
pleased inc; but since my affection for 
Lord and Lady Scroope debarred me from 
devoting myself to a convent, I resolved to 
fit this place up, and retire to it whenever 
the owners, with their gnests, made St. 
Vincent's Abbey too gay for me. Three 
times I visift^d it,- ai>d .each time found 
my desire greater* I discoursed with the 
old man, who, from a considerable reward 
I offered . him , screed with the assistance of 
'his. son, who was aboiUet, to> reodex thi« a 
comfortable. babitataiui« . I.was ii&wiUm^la 



admit a third person into the secret^ hut 
soon discovered his son James was already 
acquainted with . it. They directly began 
lodging their implements, in the cave^ which 

^ was altered to give a face to - the whole. 
Three months made it what it now is ; charm- 
ed with a device which I little foresaw would 
be useful to my friends, the housekeeper 
and my maid Alice, brought by 'my direc- 
tion, every necessary to the dark room,* 
from whence the mea fetched them. Ttie 
time, of my. Lord's return drew nigh, the 
place, was aired, and my books and clothes 
already carried there; no sooner had I re- 
sighed theroare rof the family into' tlie hands 
of my amiable sister, than I acquainted her 
with my intended retreat. Her surprise 
was extreme* at seeing how commodious we 
had: rende^red so sequestered a spot; but 
b^ing fearful* if she opposed my resolution, 
i^£,^e^iomg to. oonstraiti me^rsbe suffered.me 
W ^idid^oty. fancy > Hither then I retired, 
al,tQuded by" Alice and JameiB, the latter of 
IkIkmp tivied in th^ cav« to iiecuriS us from 
4iiveoYejcy^..and furnish ns every tUttlecan- 

■ l^e&^jS. ^Tlu^ soUtti!^^^ so suttftbl^ to- ti^« 
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sftdiiesss of mj soul^ was-h^espressiUy agree- 
able to me ; it had all &e adTastaget (^antm* 
tiery^^ithout the tie to continue in it; a re-~ 
strictioa the most likely to make retiremeiit 
odious. My brbUiey Anthony (irith whom' 
I ciMistantly covresponded) charmed with 
the descoption of a spot so well calcnl6(ted 
fbr hearts woimded like his )and mine^ assur- 
iedne^ itistead.of Bhutting hiHoeif up ih:a- 
coaventj for wfaieh be felt he hadiio vo« 
cation^, as aoon as he thpughi he could 
bring liimself to consider me only as \a 
sister^ he would fix his reaideoce in the 
eate^ 

'' I had xemaked there two mooth^/ 
wheti a messenger arrived to recall Lord> 
Scroope tocourt; the cause eould not fe- 
maia a secret. Mary of Scotland^ ^Iwt 
beauiifial and vnfortunate Queen^ who bad 
been imprisoned by her subjects as an ac- 
cessary to the auivder of her hasibMd^ had* 
fottnd means to escape, and iaafiiove <he^ 
{NTolection of Elnsabetb. The jealousy mA 
^itred -tbet pfinsess bad long enterttifvedl 
for A>fi6 so sopericn: in those •endowmenls 

HMIfil^ kjfaliwui iMir ^Min«lf tfind^ 4hMl dlMtf 
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€'xciisal>le in Mary, only from the cruelty 
oF.her situatioH, But did not that very 
situation entitle her to royal treatnient ? In 
lilizabeth many noble qualities are mingled 
with impatience, caprice, pride, and ex- 
cessive vanity. Gvegoyed at getting a rival 
into her hands, doubjy formidable, instead 
of offering Mary a priacely asylum, till^ 
jou the proof of her innocence, slie shoul4 
be restored to her crown, Elizabeth instant- 
ly made the Queen of Scots sensible of her 
power, by dropping those ardent expresr 
sions of friendship and esteem with which 
till hea* letters had before been filled (most 
probably to hide the very reverse) and iur 
sisting on her consenting to be tried by 
laws with which slie was unacquainted, and 
never yet subject to. It was to propose those 
. harsh terras Xo Mary, the Queeu had sent for 
Xiord Scroope; she deputed hjm in concert 
with the Duke of Norfolk, and several othe^r 
Lords Commissioners, to receive from Mary 
her justification, aud examine into the au- 
tlienticity of the proofs. 
VOL. J. B 
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'' The deserted^ nay almost betrayed 
Queen of Scotland^ too late found how 
little the professions of the great are to be 
relied on. She was now'in a worse condi- 
tion than if she had still remained in her own 
country, and submitted to laws by which 
she had governed- Compelled, by the seve- 
rity of her fate, to bend to a woman but 
equal with herself; to become a prisoner 16 
a government she had never offended, and 
^ver which she was probably destined to 
Veign; as a criminal, to attempt a justificat 
lion before judges too probably^ ordered to, 
condemn her, and, even if they avoided 
that, too politic to clear her innocence, and 
restore her freedom : Fpr the Queen of Eng- 
land had already {)laced a number of peo- 
ple around her, who watched all her steps 
so cautiously, that they wanted only the 
name to become a guard. Amid all these 
fears and mortifications, submission was 
Mary's only measure. She had learnt, 
young as she was, to submit with dignity, 
and Semand a degree of generosity, by not 
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-teeming to doubt of finding it. ,Sbe there* 
fore received the Qaeen's decision witlx com** 
posure, delivered herself into Lord Scroope*s 
faands^ and agreed to defer appearing before 
her sister Elizabeth^ 'till she could i^pear 
with honour*. 

*' This great event engrossed the attea* 
tionof all Europe, Various opinions were 
formed^ and Elizabeth never found Mary 
more formidable than when in her powers 
All blamed her errors, but they pitied her 
youth, and imputed many of them to inex- 
perience and faults in her education. Her 
uncommon 'beauty, affability, elegance of 
manners, and expression, werestrongly com- 
mended by all who had seen her, and those 
who had not, listened to the tale with avi* 
ndity, and reported it with increase. Every 
word in her praise was a dagger to the heart 
of Elizabeth, and the unfortunate Mary'^ 
greatest crimes with her, were the graces 
she received from nature. 

^' Lady Scroope had spent some of her 
early years 'in the French Court. Mary 
«was too affable and amiable not to engage 
n 2 
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every one for -whom she had an inclina- 
tion, and the friendship she shewed for the 
Lady Mirtilda, would have made the separa- 
tion the.more. afflicting, but that Mary, by 
vtbe death of Francis tfie second, found her- 
self no longer attached to France, and was 
obliged, with infinite regret, to quit the king- 
•domshe had been educated in, to govern 
one filled with domestic jars, and almost ig- 
norant of those softnesses which give charms 
to society; and which, in a pecuhar degree, 
a<lorned the court sjie had hitherto reigned 
over. _ 

.. *^ The troubles in which this charmipg 
princess had been plunged, from the hour ^ 
she returned to Scotland, had hardly^left her 
leisure to distinguish those formerly honour- 
ed with her notice .: Lady Scroppehad, how- 
ever, always preserved an attachment to her, 
less the fruit of gratitude than sj-^mpatby. 
The Queen's present^sad situation, of which 
she heard amply from her Lord, touched h(^r 
to the very soul. She accused Elizabeth of 
meanness and injustice, and without doubt- 

. iog the innocence of Mary, sh^ a^deptJ^ \ 
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desired to lighten her captivityji and con- 
vince her that miisfortune bad not robhed 
her of every friend. These sentiments 
weretoQ ferv€ljlly generous not to engage 
me, . I insensibly look part in what inte-» 
rested my sister so nearly, and learnt to de* 
plore a Princess thus treated, whom, in a 
happier situation, I should doubtless have 
censured. - . 

1 *^ Iiord Scroope, to satisfy his wife, who 
entreated him to the step, represented to 
Elizabeth, the impropiiety of leaving the 
Queeii of Scots unaccompanied by any lady 
ipf distinction, and without the attendance, 
nothing could exempt the place she hud 
jchosen for sm asylum^ from offering heij, 
' iprhether guilty or innocent. To give force 
4p this, he hinted the error of harsh; m<?ar 
tsures, which interested the coumion peopfce, 
and by engaging their pity ,j might w^iikea 
their fidelity. , 

" *^ Thelaat reason, weighed infinitely iporp 
with our Queea than the first, tor her hea^tt 
jN^s more full of policy than feeling. • Hjjie 
however appointed Lady^ Scrpope to atteu^ 
1) 3 
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i^ppn Mary>. aod sent orders to Uehh hei\ 
mor^ suitably to her rank* 

** Overjoyed at carrying her pointy with-» 
eut appealing in it> lady Scroope did not 
delay her journeys but unwilling to leave 
me., she exerted all her interest and influ->' 
ence to persuade me to accompany her»^ 
She represented tbaJb she did not wish to en-* 
gage me in any gay scenes^ the office sh& 
wiLs allotted to being that most conformable 
to thii melancholy turn of my miiid. Th» 
inclinikticm I bad to see Mary joined wltk 
bejF> and I consented* * 

Bolton Castle^ whither M«ry had beM 
^eondoctedby thcQtieeu'Bcommandj wa&a 
jtrdng fortress on tlie borders' of Yo]4pifair<9w 
Without ftfrnitare, or aicconuta,odaCiM6 fot 
u,f^yskl gd^tj it declared at once to thatPrin^ 
testi^ tbe melanchoty captivity to which she 
l^as defititied. The hunumiCy oi' Lord Scroope 
in vain attempted to conceal the fate that 
iwaited her;, she gieive herself up^ to an im-* 
Moderate grief^ which wa& augtnebted by 
tiiie news of Bothwell's deatl^ who had takfta 
tefuge In Norway ^^ 



^' We were toet at Derby, by the Duka 
ef Norfolk^ whose ardent desire to see the 
Queen of Scots had induced bi<n to join 
us. This nobleman was of an amiable 
pi^seuce^ in the prime of iife^ full of a ge^^ 
Herons ardour, a captivating vivacity. 
Without an equal in rank id England^ h^ 
bad formed^ long since, the design, of 
f^tt^ing Mary, and Botbweirs death had 
renewed hopet her mftrriage with him had 
frustrated. I wad amazed at the difier^nc^ 
visible in the manner$ of the Puke; nor 
^ I immediately perceive whence bi6im«<- 
patieoce of any disappointment, and deep 
reveries could proceed; but the plea^^re 
be took in bearing his^ dtster's comment 
dations of the Queen, i\ke softness that 
sparkled in his eyes, while he related 
the events her letters to Bothwell had laid 
open, shewed me at length that amhition 
bad raised a ftame in his heart, be mistpok 
for love, 

• ^' We arrived at' Bolton, and Mary was 
not' apprised, till Ladj Scroope was in^ 
troduced to her presence, that Elizabeth 
B 4 • 
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had sent her a friend so anxiously desirous 
to lighten her captivity. I would^ describe* 
the Queen ©f Scots to you, my Jtear chiK 
dien, had not nature drawn a truer pic»* 
ture of her thai I can give. Look- in th€ 
glass, Matilda, and you will see her ji^rfect 
image." 

1 could not c<^tarn my astonishment— » 
** Oh Heavens T' exclaimed I, " is it possible 
in lamenting the fate of thiit injured Queen> 
1 have wept for a mother !^* 
• '* A short time Will explain all," said Mr#. 
Marlow. *• The Queen wa^ in the bloom pf 
youth, and the sorrow which hung over he| 
features, g^ve them ain irjresistible attract 
tioTi. Her air of resigned dignity aiidiemi. 
nine sweetness, was mingled with innocence 
and unconscious modesty. If I was incline 
td to pity her before, how greutly wais that 
ilentiment enliyened{ Her iiiiuUs seemed to 
vanish, or to be atoned by her misfortunes. 
Nothing could be more interesting than her 
first interview with Lady Scroope, whose* 
tears alone could express her sorrow ondtif^ 
ii^ctioQ. 
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- *' How must a scene, which distressed 
-me, touch a hearjt prepared to love her! 
The Duke found that there was a passion 
stronger than ambition ! her crown no longer 
cngrossied his thoughts, it was herself alone 
he. desired; he lamented the evils it had 
overwhelmed her with, and from which, eve« 
her resignation of it would not relieve her. 
Love communicated alt its delicacies at once 
to his heart; and the man who had<lared to 
fispire to her, while in prosperity and peace, 
in this sad moment of humiliation had not 
presumption to lift his eyes to her, to 
speak of his affection, or insult her t>y his 
compassion. 

- *^ Lady Scroope was too quick-sighted 
to overlook this change in her brother; but 
far from drawing any ill presage from it, 
she flattered hersielf that he was destined to 
restore the Queen, and to find in her.grati* 
tude and affection, a reward proportioned to 
his merit, 

. ^' Willing to relieve the tedlousness of the> 

boars, that- Lady devised amusements oft 

which no one partook, though ali, fr^xia^ 

D 5 
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ft just sense of the intention, appeared sa^ 
tisfied with them. Tiie silence aad me*^ 
hincholy of the Duke of Norfolk eBgaged 
the Queen ^ she foiknd it a delicate con)'>^ 
pKoient to her distress, and' regarded himi 
1»ith an attention too flattering to be over^ 
looked* Charmed with an esteen^, which; 
be had ra^er wished than hoped^ the ac^ 
dour of hi» k>al foilnd^ word8> and Marj^ 
discovered^ that in attempting^ to* attach & 
frieno^ she had gained a lover. Considering: 
her interest only^ she muMrhave encouraged 
hito; but remembening hem Aital ber parti<^ 
ality ifiighi one day pvote^ she conjured hinv 
to subdue, while yet in its^^infancy,apassioi]r 
ik would be cruelty to enctMiragevto rettiefti«» 
ber her «MiIy l» to. unfortunate frtead, and! 
in that light, cMifS^ssed herself iibliged ti» 
him. for faia. interest and p<^Wec in het 
jFavour. 

'*' In ^e first wUdiii^SB of lov«, liotfaitig* 
teems impossible ; an an)M¥er so mild> Otily^ 
atmnated the hqie it was mefint to extih- 
guish; The Biike formed a thousand 
pffi^ectsi he engaged his sister ia hilt in^ 

•6 ■ 
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terestj and every hour of hi$ life wa3 fillecj 
up by plans for the deliverance of th^ 
amiable Queen. But as it was impossible 
his residence should be a secret, and he 
justly feared awaicening theattentioaof Eii^r 
sabeth, before bis schemes were ripe for exe^ 
cation, be etigaged his sister to make a ret 
quest^he.wanted courage to mention ; sinc^ 
she might, with more propriety, represent t» 
the Queen, the policy of ren&ring her fate 
his. 

^^ In this dangerous conjuncture, the un^ 
fortunate Mary listened once more to the 
partial advice of her heart; which prompted 
her to yield to so noble, so deserving a lovei> 
She had caught his frenzy, and realized the 
fictions of his brain witii the same facility:. 
His vast estates, numerous vassals> and still 
more, his extended and noble connections^ 
flattered her with the hope of freedom 
through bis means, and she thought it bul 
generous to let the recompense rather prcr 
eede the service than follow it. 

^^ J^'atal delusion of, a prejudiced mind I 
^Oh Mary, too tender Princess I why wece 
i> 6 
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not all.tlK»pastmisfortanes of thy lif«, irbidk 
had their soalrce in love, monitors to theef 
Why did they not teach tbee ta avoid tbi* 
iMTor, which heightened every afflictioii, and 
^ave new pangH to a long, long captivity ? 

*^ The Doke not daring to engage his 
broiher-in-law in ah action cootrary to ,biii 
commission, entrusted, his intention only to 
liis sister. Too ardent and too amiable an 
iLdvocate to be demed^ th^ Queen of Scots 
,was persuaded by that Lady to unite hersetf 
Trith the Duke. They were married in tbe 
presence of the Lady Scroope and myself, 
iSir Arthur Forester, and the Duke's twl> 
Secretaries. 

" Possessed in .herself of all his wishes, 
. tbe prison of the Queen became a palece to 
-the Dutke; and every hour seemed to add to 
a passion, which appeared at first incapable 
of addition, Tbe authority Mary had giveh 
him over her, the tendernessv with which 
-she regarded him, were powerful a^gumehts 
against the approaching separation; but 
Lady Scroope. saw with concern the extra- 
Vagani^e of a passion she had encourage^ 



» 
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^Sheicnew too well the temper of Elizabeth, 
tiot to anticipate her resentment, if this atep 
Was discovered, and knew likewise his own 
safety would be a poor motive for persuading 
liet brother to leave Bolton; she therefore' 
irepresented to him; how ill he rewarded the 
Ibvely Queen of Scots, by lengthening an 
imprtsonmeot it was bis duty to curtail ; and 
ksked him what expectation Mary might 
form from a husband, who already preferred 
his own indulgence to her freedom, happii> 
iiess, and glcMry i ■ 

' ** These repjfoach^ Were too true tQ 
offend the Dake. He lamented, but yield* 
cd to the cruel necessity* ,Mary, as if fore- 
ivarned that these hours "were 'all the easy 
Dnes remaioingof her life, used, every means 
«to detain him ; but the generosity of her 
affection awakening his more strongly, iia 
l)ade adieu to the charming wife be was 
iiever more to meet, and set oat for LondoUi 
to engage all his friends to favour a mar- 
riage^ no one now could prevent. He flat- 
tered himself his interest was so great, that 
the Queen would be reduced to consent^ 
whether consonant to her inclination ornot; 
Indeed^ this was the only rational piode of 
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proceeding ; fw to imagine Eliziibftb Weat. 
enough to unit« her riyal and heiress^ vo« 
luntarily^ to the first of her subject»^ would 
faav« been, unpardonable blindness. 

^ Fortune, however, had destined Qtber*- 
wise, and only smiled awhile, to make her 
frown more terrible. All the great Lords (^ 
Elieabeth's Court, who had sees, with, rer 
gret> the imprtsonmeot of Mary, entered 
with pleasure into Norfolk V schemes^ Hit- 
kttera were filled with the most: flattering 
hopes, and the Qneen^ who was with cbild^ 
gave him notice of it. This eircomstanqe 
'added to his joy ; he promised, thai before 
the time of het ddiirery, she should have 
her prison, gates opened by all the nobility ^ 
of England^ The Earls of Shrewsbury^ 
Derby, Bedford, Northombcrlaiid, Wesfe- 
moreland^ Pembroke^ Southampton, Arun**^ 
del, and Sussex, had warmly engaged in his^ 
cause; and their named alone wcmld in*> 
fiuence many. But the friend he most re*^ 
lied upon was the E^l of Leicester, whose 
ascendancy over the Queen was well known ^ 
lie had taken on himself the disclosure of ' 
the whole to Elizabeth, when that measure 
became necessary. In the- mean tim^^ Nia* 
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folk used every means to prevent the Begent 
pf Scotland from accusing Mary to the*' 
Qu^en; nor wa» his artifice unsuccessful*. 
Murray^ after having entered England for 
no other purpose, suddenly returned, with* 
QUt taking any step in the business^; a cir-» . 
eumstance which defeated all the^measures 
of the Engilish Court. But Elizabeth more 
strongly apprehending from thi« some plot 
to release Mai*y# removed her to Tutbury^ 
and added the Earl of Shrewsbury to Lord 
Scroope, as her keepers*. 
. " My sister still fbUowed her, norcouldi 
I defeat lier in such asitualion. We hadl 
koped, from the information of the Dukcj^ 
to find the Earl of Shrewsbury inclined to 
favour her; but whether he foresaw the eudi 
^f thift unfortunate prc^ct^ ov had deceived 
NcHrfolk, he kept a strict watch over th^e 
Queen's actions, whose condition Qow con-*- 
£t|ed her to her apartment. 

^' The Duke> flattered by Murray's rer 
li^at, commissiOQed some of his friends in 
ScoUand to sound that nobleman on the-. 
iiibjeci of his marriage ;. they vn warily laid 
open more than he intended, and Murray^ 

caged at having been bia dupe, sent i^or;^ 
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iice of the plot to Elizabeth. She'was on a 
visit to Lord Leicester, who was ill wlien 
the letter arrived ; and confidhig to thai 
favourite the cause of her agitation, he sent, 
while the Queeq was consulting with Cecily 
to warn Norfolk to retreat, as Elizabeth 
seemed bent on committiiighiin to theTovver, 
Thunderstrucl« at this uiiexpecte^ discovery^ 
the Duke set out, with precipitation, for his 
seat at Kenning-Hall ; but, reflecting upon 
the road, that his flight Wiisa stronger proof 
against him than theaccusation of his ene- 
mies, he returned directly ; he was, however, 
iiaet by some oflftcers, sent in pursuit of him^ 
and conducted to Burnham. 

'' His Secretary posted oflf to Tutbury 
with an account of all these proceedings. 
They sunk the deeper into the heiirt of the 
Queen, as she hoped, by this time,. to have 
been at liberty. She was every hour in ex- 
pectation of an event which mustpubli^h^ 
her marriage, or load her with infamy. In 
this hard trial. Lady Scroope suggested to^ 
her the only safe way of proceeding : whicb 
was, to convey her child, by means of the: 
Duke'sSecretai^, immediately after its birth,- 
out of the Castle, and, copceoliog the Q{iuse^ 
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bf her incllsposition^ wait ft more favournbfc 
luoment for avowing her marriage. This 
was the only plan to avoid injuring the 
Duke's safctj", or her own honour. To pre- 
jpare every thing against the time, I took 
my kave of the Queen, as returtiing to St. 
\ jncent's Abbey ; and retiring ta a neighr 
bouring huit hired on purpose, waited Avith 
jiiy maid, to receive the infant she should . 
Iring into the world, which was to be car- 
:ried to the Kecess, and placed under my . 
care, till the fate of its parents could be 
^nscertained. 

i ^' This sad moment was hastened by« 
*saddef event :— Bothwell, who was supposed 
4o be-d^ad^ found meanff to convey a letter 
4o the Queen, assuring her tlie report had 
been spread only to quiet the Scots, who 
otherwise oeVer would have suffered him to. 
l-est; and that he waited in Denmark tiU 
the divisions of her kingdom should enable 
Jiim to iaise a powerful party, and attempt 
J^er .deliverance. Mary, on the first siglxt 
4)f the well-known hand, felt all the horrors 
of her fate; she fell into strong convulsions, 
^yliich -were succeedtjd by tlie pains of hibour. 
She gave birth to two girl^—for youj, mj 
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dear childreo,. are the frnit of this fatal 
marriage, inrbo scarce had been held to the 
bosom of a mother, before yoa were divided 
from it, . I fear, for ever. . 

*' The faithful Secretary conveyed yo» 
with the tenderest cantioa to tae. VYbeia 
he repeated this 6ad talt, oh I how my soul 
wept for the ill-fated Queen I I vowed ye 
should be mine, for ye were the.dnildrea 
^f milfoxtune^ tod never, never have I 
Inroken that vc^; distress endeaiied me ta 
^btk with, ft pareotal Jdndness, and fort«sie 
gave you to me to console me foor aU her 
severity; Tis you only have kept alive in 
^y heart, tlie softest, impukes of naldr^. 
You were cfaerid^a^inyour infancy, a^d grew 
up to cheer my .days,,, and enibellisb my sa*- 
litiide. Full of th^ great charge vested ia 
my hands, I sought the eajriiest, opportunity 
of quitting a dangerous, pldee; I brought ^ 
you . safe to tliis spot^, attended by Alice, 
after having you baptized Matilda, the elder^ 
(which you washy a few minutes} after Lady 
4Scroope, and £llinor after the Duke*a 
mother. N 

*^ Tq return to the Queen of ScQts,.*-^Sb« 
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laftgniflh'ed a long time between ill-heiiUb 
and despair ^ but the Duke found>^means ta 
assure her that this misfortune should not 
long, separate them. He applied now ta 
the Pope to annul Mary's former marriage 
with' Bothwell; the^ Pope hoping to fiml 
some great ad vaatage in the projected unions 
leemed inclined to grant his request; but 
the condition^ he imposed were so tyrannic 
cal^ that the Duke had nahope« 
■ ''■ '^ In the mean time^ Elizabeth finding an 
tffectual bar placed between Maryafid 
Hi^olk by Bothweirs being yet alive^ aoA 
hating some hopes from the ill-health of 
the Queen of Scot^^ of seeing an ead of her 
fears^ after conveying her to Coventry^ re* 
teased the Duke^ at the intercession of his 
constant friend Lord Leicester. Sensible of 
4he rashness of his former conduct^ he re- 
sol ted to avoid that faulty and madie no at« 
tempt to see the Queen of Seots^ employ-^ 
ing himself in huntinig and diversions at 
iCenning-Hall^ till the spies of Elizabeth^ 
persuaded he had laid* aside his projects^. 
^Qxe up their employment. The Duke past 
Jkom the seat of one friend^ to that of aai^ 
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other, to appearance in search of amuse* 
merits but in reality to assure himself of 
their attachment ; and, as if by accident, 
to visit St.Vineent's Abbey, ^and embrace the 
daughters bf his love. You wer^ a twelve- 
month old when I conducted the^Duke in 
the night to this Recess* The captivily 
and sad situation of bis wife arose a thousand 
times more strongly to his mind when h^ 
beheld her children torn from liei bosoiQ as 
if the product of dishonour, and hid in so- 
litude from every human i^je; to see; and 
know thai he could n6t prevent t^iis, pierced 
Tiim to the very soul. He Sipent the night 
ia viewing^ jou, in recommending you t^ 
-Heaven, in forming a thousand silent comV 
plaints against his destiny, and resolutions 
.wljicU.by shortening his life, perpetuated oo 
-you^ the evils he sought to remedy. But 
'W Ilea the dawn of day compelled him to rer 
turn to his apartment, he again lOok you 
both in liis arms, aiid while the tears of pa?> 
4:ernal aflfection flowed gracefully down his 
cheeks, poured on you a thousand blessings; 
lie then gave you to me, and whilp I was 
stilling EUiuoiv be sal iu a deep revei:io^ 
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'Vrbcn siiddenly starting from it, he came 
und stood by me, and taking my hand — 

'* I have yet hopes, my dear Mrs. Mar- 
3ow/' said he, " of bringing these infants into 
life, as the daughters of the loveliest, the 
*jiiost amiable of sovereigns; ^till when, I 
commit them to you, as the most sacred of 
all deposits. Teach them to enjoy an burn- 
able rank^ atjd they will adorn a high one ; 
keep them in totaLignorance of their birth 
till able to-know its inutility. But if Heaven 
^ tie ver allows me claim them— if the misfor- 
tunes of their parents end btat with their 
lives, act up to the sacred character with 
which I alike invest^ you and my sister. 
Never let them know tlie Court of Elizabeth, 
but innocently and happily let them die in. 
the desert where tliey bloomed." 

/^ Shades of the honoured Howard and 
the araiabie.Mary! I have fulfilled your in- 
junctions," exclaimed Mrs. Marlow, (turn- 
.ing with an enthusiastic action to the pic- 
tures I h^ve mentioned with bo much re- 
\ spect) /^ your words have been ever present 
to my memory, and jaiy cares have not been 
^, useless/*../ . .- - . . - ^ 
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^' Alieis^ Madam/' said we^ dropping with 
anemotionof aweonourknees^ '^ are these 
lovely figures the t>ortratt« of our parents f 
'Qh! my father, my tender unhappy father! 
shall we nev«r see you? Were we never to 
be held in your arms but while iasen»ble 
<)f that blessing f andyon^ my dear mother, 
.who brought us ibrlh in bitterness and 
^ain^ shall we not spend our lives in soften* 
ing yours^ and shed our sorrows upon your 
^rave?^* 

^^ You interrupt, and distress me, chll* 
. -dren," said Mrs. Marlow,'' letme finish my 
melancholy tale: you will^ alas ! have hours 
•enough for complaint. 

*^ The duke departed the next day, and 
in a short time, Elizabeth having appointed 
the Lords Huntingdon and Hereford in the 
room of Lord Scroope, the Queen of Scots 
was deprived of her only comfort, l)y the 
/departure of his Lady. 

^* The.Buke, finding gentle attempts in- 
effectual, resolved on a measure he deemed 
infallible, and entered into a treaty with a 
. trusty Spaniard named Ridolpho, to engage 
the Duke of Alya to assist him with tea^ 
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thousand men^ to be landed «t Harwich, 
from whence they wer^ to march to Londony 
to intimidate Elizabeth, * The Duke of Alva 
coQsented^^and even the PopCj at length 
ashamedof neutrality^ tooka share in Mary's 
deliverance. Every thing was prepared; 
Norfolk's friends in England only waited 
the signal to join him, when one of those 
trifling accidents which often disconcert the 
wisest schemes^ rendered this in a moment 
jElbortive. 

'^ To foment the divisions in Scotland so 
mueb as to keep the Regent employed, and 
prevent him from interfering in the affair, 
the Duke sent many sumii to be scattered 
anK>ng the Queen's friends, in that king* 
dom, at different times ;— but now when the 
Crisis approached, he had prepared a large 
bag of gold, which with a letter he unfor*- 
tunately trusted to a man quite ignorant of 
the plot; the carrier, in putting it up, by , 
iome accident cut the bag, and the contents 
£lling him with astonishment, he commu- 
nicated this singular discovery to a servant 
of Lord Burleigh's, who was his brother; 
itfais man^ through a hope of getting the gold 
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between them^ and suppoaing some mystery 
was hid in the letter, persuaded him to she^t 
it to his master ; the carrier consented, and 
Lord Burleigh easily perceiving the plot^ 
though not its extent, communicated it to 
the Queen ; in consequence of which the 
Duke was arrested in his bed^ and all his 
servants imprisoned. 

" Thisjatal stroke overturned every re* 
ninining hope ; betrayed by his servants, all 
tlie letters the Duke had written and received 
on the stibject, most of which he had ordered 
10 be burnt, were produced against him ; his . 
very benevolence was construed into a 
crime, and some money he sent to the 
"Countess of Northumberland, who was in 
<?xile and distress with ber Lord> became an 
article in his impeachment. He was con- 
xlemned, and heard his sentence with a 
fortitude which melted Lord Siuewsbury, 
wIk) pronounced it, into tears. 

'*^ Lady Scroope, distracted at hertrother's 

fatii, fell at the feet of the Queen, and left 

nothing unsaid to move her ; but all she 

: could obtain was the deferring his execution, 

for Burleigh had so strongly preypossesseil 
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Elizabeth with the idea that the Duke sought 
her life, that although no circumstaDces 
arose to confirm it on his trial, nothing 
could banish it from het mind« 

^^ But what was the situation of the Queea 
of Scotland at this completion of her mis- 
fortunes ! An exile from her own country, 
a prisoner in another^ a wife without a right 
to that name> and a mother^ while a stranger 
to her children 4 her fate was wound up in 
the condemnatien of her husband ; and she 
had the poignant affliction of knowing she 
bad raised the axe against hun^ which all 
her tears could not avert. Pierced with 
despair, she conjured the Lady Scroope to 
assure the Queen that she would not only 
voluntarily consent to remain her prisoner 
for life, but would give up her clarni to the 
Crown of England, if her sister (as she was 
compelled to stile her) would free the Duke 
of Norfolk, and restore him to his honours. 
Tliis proposal Elizabeth received as a finesse, 
which only convinced her how deeply Mary's 
heart was linked with his. Even the all- 
prevailing Leicester's eloquence failed ; self- 

VOL. I. E 
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preservation was ati uti conquerable pritrciple 
in the soul of Elizabeth. 

'^ The Duke was beheaded fourteen years 
ago, when yaa, my dear children, who were 
bought with his life, were not above two 
years and a half old. He died as he had 
Hvcd, with dignity and honour. 

^* NcVcr was a nobleman more lamented : 
he had cndcrared himself to the body of the 
people by his courage, generosity, and affa- 
bility ; and to his equals, by an uncon- 
sciousness of superiority, which prevented 
envy, and an uniformity of conduct/ which 
gainfed admiration. He was the first victim 
to the Queen's fears, nor could she have 
chosen one whose merits were stronger 
proofs of the value she set on herself. 

*' tj)dy Scroope detesting too late the ar- 
tifices of the Court, and sunk in afflictronfor 
the loss of a brother she adored, retired hither 
with lier Lord, who had thrown- up his em- 
ploymcnts^ Her body partook of the 
debility of her mind, and soon gave symp- 
toms of a decay, which reduced her to the 
grave; 
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** Her temper* too was quite changed. 
Tfits Recess, which so lately appeared a 
horrible dungeon, now seemed to her, as 16 
me, . a calm retirement from the odious 
forms and cares of life. She sper^t many 
days (and would every one, had it not 
afflicted her Ix>rd) in weeping over you ; in 
tracing in Matilda the mildly -beautiful 
features of her friend, and in Ellinor, the 
captivating graces of her brother, 'i'is to 
her you owe these valuable pictures. 

"^ Estranged from' all society, the Queen 
of Scots gave herself up to the blackest 
despair ; she had, alas i no hope to soften 
her captivity, no bosom to receive her tears ; 
with jNorfolk died all prospect oF release, 
and at the^ame time all desire of it; what 
was the universe to her, without he tembel^ 
lished it ? Would it not have augmented 
her affliction to have enjoyed a sovereignty 
she durst never hope to share with him ? 

'^ Elizabeth, whose fears were always 
a\vake from this moment, cut h^r daily off 
from some comfort or convenience ; fre- 
quently changed her keepers arid prison ^ 
K 2 
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and by. her severity taught the captive 
Queen, that hatred may be stronger even 
than love. 

*^ Lady Scroope survived her brother but 
a twelvemonth, and left no inheritor of her 
virtues. She recommended you both in the 
most fervent manner to her Lord, who 
iiolemnly swore to make a provision for you 
suitable to his fortune, though. not your 
birth. ^ 

^''Some years past away, when Lord 
Scroope, whose grief was at an end, finding 
.himself tired of the inactivity of a country 
life, accepted sonie overtures the Queen made 
. to recall him. He left to me the charge of 
St. Vincent's Abbey ; which he has not in- 
habited since. 

*' Hurried on by other events, I have 
hitherto neglected to mention the return of 
my brother Anthony, in three years after I 
brought you here. He fixed his residence^ 
in the hermit's cell, devoting his time to thp 
study of physic, and the care of exhorting 
the poor, except at those intervals you have 
seen him in ; for his life and mine have b^ea 
uniform. 
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". I have only two circumstances more to 
mention ; one of which is more aflSicting to 
me, than. I once believed, aught respecting 
money could ever be. Lord Scroope, after 
having been abroad some years in a public 
character, has aiuddenly become the object 
of the crafty Burleigh's hatred, or suspicion, 
and is>now confined; while his estates and,* 
wealth are seized by the Queen, who knows 
£0 well the value of money, that it is too 
probable my Lord will never be able to- 
fulfil the promise made, to his wife in your- 
favour* 

'^ The other is, that duridg several past 
years I have not been able to hold any intelr . 
ligence with the Queen of Scotland, who 
sent me some letters during the first years 
of her imprisonment, whi<jh, with thoie she 
wrote to the Duke, I have preserved, with va- 
rious other testimonials of your birth. Time 
may enable her yet to give you the splen- 
dour to. which you were born ; for Elizabeth 
is now stricken in years, and Mary more 
worn by sorrow than age. Wait then, my 
dear children, with patience, when I ajoi iu 
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9vy g^ave, the destinatiop qf Erovjctettccv 
^pd ne^^er claiqi yqur piweat till^he pl^ases^ 
tp Acknowledge yqu. No yirtu^ i& pior^ 
;icc^pt^blb to,G^)d than patjience. Xp b^stp.w 
bappuies^, U only in his go^^;er; tp deser^^ 
it, ev'er i^ qui own • Oh ! if m^- prayer^ a^ 
\^'^x^ i if my ^i&ht;s ascend to tliie Muqq^ pf 
j^^e Most High^ h^ will te«^d you ibxoi^^t 
jfehis \5^ojld in. p^^ic^ \ b/e w;il|l vwaijie ypu ug^ 
*p i^y l?o|pi|3, ia a bett^i: V 

l^we p.^r g^o^fous pro^eAtr^^ eu.^ 9^p^ 

vith an ardour that evinced the sincef jbty ^ 

V^g? 4iii b^^ n^rr^qft gJA?^ birth lal Tbl^ 
i^pfila^s of natiue t^ijglit us tp ti^a^u^^ 
^v.ery word ^h^ uttered i for ^^.haj; ia tj^^ 
fe»«tp0 o|' our B^e^^f cQul4 he ift.di^ei:^i|t I 
Nfi^fer dkl QRf ^oUt^c}g. •ipRear sq. eliglW^r^ 
^ th^ Cour.t of E]Lijahet.hr"r-gtl| u^y 1^ 
m^^uted lather^ qAh14 ^-'^p s^ iuQictor of alj; 
thy evil%evei:^eyer?Ltt(vc|:i j-hychiJ^'^n ! (^quldi 
alie w.Up pppi^essed her equals^. aja4 a Q»|€e|^* 
innocent ^ \^^^u \^ all thcit rcsj^qted hf t;* 
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only beca£u»e she was in Ixer power, be ca- 
paWe of alluring two hearts, untainted by 
that courtly politeness, which sanctifies the 
errors of a sovereign, and terms her very 
vices noble weaknesses ? 

Bui then, to learn I bad a molber yet 
alive; to believe [might one day be received 
to her arms, only endeared by misfortune; 
full of tbis meltings this heait-expanding 
idea, I would have sought her prison; I 
would have been the conipanion of it: happy, 
if all. my care9 couM make her forget, foe 
one moment, the rigour of her fortune; or 
call t& her yemembrancej» amidst all her 
eomplaiQts agaiDst the injustice of the world^ 
dsal U stitl contained two beings who were* 
Willing: ^ mtwa foe k^i the lif^ ^^ gave. 

My duty to Mrs, Mario w alone divided, 
my beauV: should I desert her, who had 
neglected every thittg for us.^ What! are 
the ties of t^ture to cancel^ in one moment, 
&Qse of inclination, gratitiide; and Esteem ? 
Oh, no! I owed, it is true> my being to an-; 
other: but she to whom lowed the best pajt 
of tbat beingy the formation of my mind, 
£ 4 
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the instilling . those sentiments whicfr alone 
make us valuable to ourselves and societjv 
had a claim beyond all others> which nothing; 
but death eould dissolve. That awful mo- 
ment was drawing nigh; every one that 
passed^ stole something from the mortal 
part of Mrs, Marlow. Oh thoU amiable 
saint! thou woman after God's own heart! 
can 1 remember the time when thou wert 
called from us^ without floods of unavailing 
tears?. Never— -never-^selfish as they are> 
they will flow, even though so often ex-^ 
hausted. 

She delivered us a casket^ which contain* 
ed the papers she mentioned, and divers at-% 
tesjtations, signed by herself and the late 
Lady Scroope, and filled with, all the orna« 
ments of her youth. Thep, after recom- 
mending us tenderly to Father Anthony,, 
she joined in prayer with him and all her 
little family ^ and in the mid&t, expired. 

Oh, Madam, how strange, how terrible 
to me was that moment! I saw Death first 
serze on one dearer than myself v the man-^ 
sioQ in. which we lived, now became a sol>«* 
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tadc. indeed^a silence— how solemn! pre- 
vailed. In the first flow of a rational grief, 
how vast a vacuum is left in the heart ! to 
hear no longer the voice which led us 
through life ; to see the eyes, whence ours 
drew fortitude, close, never more to open: 
the whole frame assume that awful pallid-: 
ness, every moment increases, and. which i 
brings so melancholy a memento to the 
breast f These touching ideas cannot al- 
ways arise, for some losses destroy the power 
of reflection and complaint. 

To attempt interring the dust of Mrs. 
Marlow in the chapel must have awakened 
the suspicions of the Queen's officers. The 
secret of our retirement jtvas in. the breast of 
only three domestics, and it was. highly ne- 
cessary to keep it concealed. On this ac- 
count, a grave was made for her in Father 
Anthony's cell, whither we conveyed her, 
wrapt in white, and crowned with the fading 
produce of this world, in imitation of that. 
ever-blooming wreath promised hereafter to . 
all who persevere in virtue. 

Grief makes the most violent impression 
E 5 



in youdi; h»t happily, it i? the mpsj^ tr«nr*< 
«ient I a little tiaie abated the acutenei^ oS 
ours; nevertheless^ our solitude ^eiog de-. 
prived of it» ornament^ appeared, uQifoi:n)^ 
iBelancfady^ audjdisga$Ung. We gfadually: 
iDstqur assiduity iu our worlcsi^ when we.na. 
l^»g€F promised otirselv.es tine greait reward 
of Mrsr .MarWw's praise. Father Antiio»y, 
who was never a faxourhe wilb us> bec^anm 
.every day more unpleasant. His sister hadb 
always preserved, a sway ovor him^ wb^di^ 
softened the severity of hi& manners:; tfaab 
being now alt an end^ and hjs temper still 
more hurt by his affliction for her loss, he 
appeared a gloomy tyrant; and the addi-f. 
tional carefulness with whieb be observed; 
.U5, laid an odious, restraint on all our ex- 
pressions^ and made our me^^k wear an. aix. 
of sullenness each party was itnconsciQii&.o£' 
causing^ - 

Obliged to hide, in our hear,ts.all the little, 
follies and wishes we had been used to. reveal 
to Mrs* Marlow without fear, we coaverscd 
with the father only. upon, moivd and indiffv 
fcrent topics 4. thus every day wa&th6:saaiey / 
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^nd eaoK^ course more tedious, wlien El- 
liaor suggested a scheme which* piomised* 
some amusement. This vvas to explore l])e 
passagje leading to the ruins^ vyhere we might 
&i least breathe the fresh air, and, for one 
hour, have the pleasure of a little novelty- 
I readUy came into the proposal, having had 
a cariosity to emerge from the moment L 
beard tliat past^age first mentioned. It waa 
the full height of summer, and we pitched 
lapon a long afternoon, when we had no fear; 
of being sought for. 

The passage was naorower, closer, and 
damper than the others, but very short. We 
took atc^rch tliat we might find the way of 
opeitirQg it. When we drew near the mouth, 
I observed Stome little boles^ made doubtlesa 
to give the co^cefeled persoo aa advantage^ 
I.m%de Ellinor keep back^ w.hile I examintd 
the place, but saw nothing, howeverj, to 
awaken any apprehension ; along aveivuc of 
broken arclies, intermingled with bramblei 
and wild wall-flowers, in the path* of which 
iiie grasa grew very high, waa aJl IqouI^ 
di^eefo-r-iiothiug could more fully prove tli^ 
^6 . ' 



84 THE RECESS, 8c€. 

unfrequentedness of the spot. We there*- 
fore examined the fastening immediately/ 
and found it a small square door with two^ 
hinges on the top, and fastened across the. 
bottom by a large bar of iron laid on strong^ 
hooks. I was unable to open it alone v EI- 
linor therefore extinguished the light to 
assist me; but with all our curiosity and 
courage, the sight of the ^ile of ruins- threw 
us into an universal trepidation. On turn- 
ing round, to observe how the entrance waa 
hid, we perceived a high-raised tomb^ at each 
corner of whieh stoQ4 a gigantic statue of a 
man in armour^ as if to guard it, two of 
whom were now headless. Some famous 
knight, as api>eared by his numerou6ensigns> 
lay on the topib^ The meagre skeleton bad 
struck an arrow through bis shield into his 
heart; his eyes were turned to 4he cross 
which St. Winifred held before him. No- 
thing could be better contrived than this 
entrance, £ot however rude the seulpture> . 
the ornamental parts took the eye from the 
body of the tomb. The little door, which 
dxQpi after us, wa» one stone^ lined witk 
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wood^ and so neatly fitted^ that even when 
unfastened^ it was not to be discerned. For 
a long way beyond, the prospect was wild 
and awful to excess ; sometimes vast heaps 
of stones bad fallen from the bHilding^ 
among which, trees and bushes had sprung 
up, and half involved the dropping pillars. 
Tall fragments of it sometimes remained, 
which seemed to sway about with every 
blast, and from whose mouldering top hung 
clusters and spires of ivy. In other parts>^ 
rained cloisters yet lent a refuge from the 
weather, and sullenly shut out the day ; 
while long echoes wandered through the 
whole at the touch of the lightest foot : the 
intricacies of the wood beyond, added to the 
magnificence of art the variety of natare. 
We quitted, with regret, our new empirey 
when the sun left bis last rays on the tops of 
the trees. 

We resolved to conceal our ramble, lesi 
Father Anthony should forbid u« to repeat 
it.' Those, Madam, who would maintain i^ 
•lasting sway over young people, must, by 
softening the distance of age, steal into theii^ 
confidence. Lo^e and respect are unitedy 
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but if fear once closes the avenues to tlie 
beart^ no other sentinAent ever oveTcome* 
it; obedience is then oeN'er led by inelinsi- 
lion, and we rejoice to escape from baugbti* 
ness or aastjerity, however venerable- the 
fojrm they assume. 

Ji-om what trifles^ spring the purest plea- 
sUresi of lile! a prospect, a fliiwer, e^ sqngv 
caq dilate the beart, while the pa$4«k>ns arV 
yet bid in it, nor have pc^oiied ila Mai|>U« 
city, and curtuil^d its enjoymenitsw 

CoEicealed pleasures aie aUowed.to be the 
greatest; nor can sny. remfirk W more ju3t; 
W deceive the waldiftrl, refteicts a cooiplt-' 
]aiient.on our own sa^city^ whi)chj;:emier» 09 
insensible to. the error* 

Atmostr every day <fid we visil this darHog 
spot, always, like young birds, irenturmg 
one step furitber ; and so often bad we reik^ 
tured without seeing a human being, th«l^ 
m last, we ceased to fear. On one side the 
wood shelved' down for a considierable wa^; 
beyond wbicfa. the road was cut, aod micigledl 
with hamlets tbjat gave a promise of society; 
whicb the rusticity of their inbbbitantd woidd 
QOtaJOlow ibem to ful£U 
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'Biit you fi^prooch me with loAog time la^ 
njntiptqre^ing descriptions, — Ah, Madam ! 
t|)i8. wood w^ Dot alwaysa desert. Chance^ 
%r; rattier I sliould say. Providence^ led intp. 
i\^ »plitflry windings, the roaa> of all Elizii- 
ll©tlk';> Court, the njo-*»t distinguished, andr 
%^nakir^ ; the man to whom nature had beeii. 
{^rodlg£^,of every ad vantage,_ which art and 
^P4>lic{^Uon. bad pollslied to tb^ highest pei^ 

Que d^y, in callitig my sister, I discQ^ 
laeired ui. the, boHow of the wood.and build^-. 
iog> a very fine echo ; delighted witb tbij. 
If began singing ;. the noies dyipg dislinctly- 
away, foroiied a molancholy sympkony, 
wb^a, I, was. interrupted by EUinor^ who 
quitting sojoae birds that flew tamely to be 
fVd.by her hand, ran towaids tlie Recess 
wdtb.greajit &peed, waving to mie to follow 
h<Bit. We Had so often alarmed each otbcf 
^tb<Hit any ca^i^^, that . I hardly mp'V^,. 
w^i^janois^ I heard among thiB'treeft (whieb. 
^«W/exlrieQfi«Iy tbiickon that sppt) alarnicdr 
i©^» . A voice> tbat sunk afeoncQ fwm my 
e#f tO'.my b^(wt, .eonjure<t me in the w>s* 
e^joa^^ mnQoeff to slop* Nolwitbalmdieg.^ 
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the necessity I found for flyhig, my eyci 
longed to claim acquaintance with the 
features to which that voice belonged, and 
my head, by an involuntiirily motion, waa 
turned over my shoulder. The gentleman 
had now made a way through the shrubs 
which impeded his passage, and 1 found it 
impossible to retreat but by discovering a 
secret it was highly my interest to conceal* 
Perhaps I was not sorry to have an excuse 
16 my own heart for a rashness it was too 
sensible of. The irresolution of my atti- 
tude, which was that of a person ready every 
n^oment to run, made him approach with 
profound submission .and respedt; but find- 
ing me attempt to fly, though almost with- 
out knowing it, he instantly stopt. 

*' By whatever chance," said he, '' nature 
has hid in this sequestered spot her fairest 
productions, permit me, ladies, to derive an 
advantage from* it. Believe me, you see a 
man who needs too much your compassion 
and assistance to venture to insult you, were 
such a thought capable of intruding into a 
heart never yet inhuman. Let me conjure 
you^ then, to judge of my intentions by your 
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own, and allow me, if you know of an 
asylum, (and are not,' like me, driven here 
by some present distress) to shelter myself 
from assassins too well prepared to take my 
life, for courage to preserve it.'* 

The person of him who pronounced these 
words, made their effect indelible^ Heap* 
peared something past th6 bloom of life, but 
his beauty was rather fixed than faded ; of a 
noble height and perfect symmetry, he would 
have had an air too majeslic> biit that the 
sweetness of his voice and eyes tempered the- 
dignity of his mien. His complexion was^ 
of a clear apd polished brown; his eye&| 
large, dark, and brilliant j his hair gracefully t 
marked the turn of all his features, and his \ 
dress was of a dove-coloured velvet, mingled 
with white sattin and silver; a crimson sash 
.interwoven with gold hung from his shoul* 
der with a picture ; and the order of the gar- 
ter, as well as a foreign one, with which he 
was invested, shewed hi&rank not less distini 
guished than his person. 

Astonishment — anxiety-— a thousand ra- 
pid Jdeas melting into each other, and, 
defying language^ confused and silenced 
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me; when Ellinor, oipremUtrcssof herowij 
jiwigaieut, took wpon her to answer, by dir 
recUug him tQ Fukher Antlioay's cell, as^qr* 
ing hiui at the same momeot, that this was 
all we could dp to- serve him. — ;^' Ah Elleu!"^ 
cried i, passionately sciaiiug b^r haod, '* he 
then naust retam ^nd be miuder^ !" Strode 
with the veliemence of my owa words, my 
eyes supk to tlie ground, and ch«)ngeable 
blushes covered my fcatures,whicb redouble4 
vfhen the stranger took K>y han<tj wi4b 4 
gmt^ all hi^wB> ^ad bowiag 013^. iL 

'' To ywH geaerous int(ention» Madftdi^ 
I shall: Sit Umt be a diebtor — ^this. ift n#t % 
time or place for deliberation — fly, I bef 
^6cch you^ while you a^e yet abh?; ih» 
villain* wh^ pur&ue me, may aot resp^^ 
your youth, your be^aty, ox youf ionoeenq^ 
and Dotliingcouldsogreatjy add to my mid- 
fortune as the involving you in it. Xf heaven 
lengthens my days, I may,, perhaps, bt 
able tQ convince you that the man yo» 
wished to save is not unworthy your concern^ 
if, on tlie, contrary, this proves my last, I 
baye only to reqiiest you will deliver Uii* 
(untying and giving me the picture) to th« 
6 
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Q\]^tUo who 'will. not .fail t©^ distinguish the 

I JIovYj ii^jw did every w^ord penetrate vxy 

\i^^'i — ^Ah.! how rupid is the progressofpasr 
^]on, a.ud huWo iii etu? |i>pw?ut does it 
quicken, nay, double every sense and sej;i$i; 
Itilvty ! I c,ould, with the &as»e ease, have ex- 
posed my o\m, feospisi to the assassiia^ a? his^^ 
I'e^f suA*Ji\ownfeed every prudential c©nside- 
^ation^ apd I w^s only goieg to u«e the 
QW.tk>9 of ea/^wi(iag wW }m W9j»^ wKen the 
sound of voices, not far distant, put ihalcf\s^ 
f>f iQy b^d. E^iiung, in mne, thi^ h»nd 
which l^atihitbertQ held iA, I led liin) th/x>ttgh 
Ihe m9§lt jsplit^ry ^ch^ to th^ f<^t of the 
^o^h ; Ixut attJr9;^t4i)qi«hm«!Ot.aj; sight of hup^ 
}^x^ fto cpaxparipi?4 with hi^, when he foui>4 
tte to h^ wr h.-diitajtioa. The tkne iwt ad^ 
piittiiig; ^y e^pUa^^tioo, l|e assisted us t<> 
^plerj ftud fallowed^ himself; .when iQa^vin^ 
EUinai* Xq watph the appro^di o| thos^ 
ij^e bf^d heard> I conducted Ixin^ iftto the 
- bKge room of thf Uece^ftf With an im- 
jKiUe^t gratitude, he fell at my feet to 
ilmnk me for my anxiety^ but instant) j 
^^'tioli haekj^ be threw ipe lata such a Hie^ 
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pidation^ that I sunk into a seat without 
power to look behind me^ imagining .ei- 
ther that the murdel-ers^ or at least. Fa- 
ther Anthony, must be at hand; when 
looking around him and at me by turns; he 
exclaimed, . 

*' Merciful heaven! by what strange 
ordination of thine do I find, in this de- 
part, two dead portraits of my unhappy 
friend, and the Queen of Scots, and two 
breathing ones more lovely than even them- 
selves i"' 

Imiagine my distress at this speech; I. 
saw in one moment the whole Qf o secret, 
preserved with such caution for so many 
years, conimitted to a stranger by an indis-- 
cretion, which still I could not condemn in 
^ myself. Fluctuating with all the irresolu- 
tion of youth, I now knew not whether I 
ought to deny the truth of what he had 
averred, or repose, in turn, a confidence 
in his honour; but the time I had spent in 
.deliberating convinced him; for my con- 
fusion was an affirmative nothing could over- 
come» 

^' You are silent. Madam,'* crie4 he^ 
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'* but your eloquent eyes imply a doubt it 
is my duty to clear. Oh! if I was capa« 
ble of wronging your confidence, or be- 
traying any secret you wish concealed. 
Heaven would have abandoned me to the 
fate from which its fairest daughters saved 
me. Look but at that picture, and you 
will find an indubitable evidence of my 
sincerity/* 

It was the picture of Elizabeth, given 
by herself to Robert Dudley, as the inscrip- 
tion informed me. 

*' Ah ! have I then," returned I, '' been 
the happy means of discharging the debt 
]ong owing to Lord Leicester ?" 

** How, how have 1 been i?o fortunate/' 
returned he, '^ as to distinguish myself to 
•you? — If I durst believe, and yet it must 
Jbe so^for bow should a less lovely mother 
give' being to such children, and how, 
otherwise, should such matchless beauty and 
elegance be hid in a desart ! Tell me, I con- 
jure you. Madam, whether my past friend- 
ship with the Duke of Norfolk, does not en- 
title me to yours?" ' • 

'^ It does, indeed, my Lord,'* cried I, 
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bursting into tears at the name of my fatlier 
•' to my eternal gratitude. Your frank avowal 
Sets me above all dissimulation ; 1 dare o^\ti 
to you, that you have guessed my birth 
most truly." 

** But, why then were you buried in 
this sohtitde? Why not acknovvledged in 
_ Trance?" — 

^^ Ah, my Lord! might I not, v«^iLh 
much more reason demand, how the favou- 
rite of tiizabeth came unattended'and alone 
to seek in these woods, ail asylum from 
assassins?'* 

'^ I will reply to you with candour Ma- 
dam,'* added he, ** and thus bespeak you^ 
confidence. The favour of a sovereign may 
easily make us great, but nlany circum- 
stances must conctir to mak6 ns happy ^ and 
wh<3n you hear sottie events of my life, I 
dare promise myself your eoiUpaBision." 

Ellinor, having executed her commission/ 
rejoined us at this moment. I will frankly 
confess I wished her absence, and had im- 
posed a task on her I could never have exe- 
cuted. The presence of Lord Leicester had 
awakened in my mind a thousand hopes and 
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wishes unknown before, N;ot recollecUng 
the iinprobability of his passing so many years 
without forming tender attachments, almost 
ucK^oiisoiously I aspired to his heart; and my 
"Apprehension of Ellinor's superior charms, 
had made me meanly cheat her of an op- 
portunity of making a 'first impression: 
by submitting to my injustice she rendered 
file sensible of it in the most generous 
manner, and- the care I then took to display 
her merit, induced my Lord to imagine I re- 
garded him with indifference, IIjus I reaped 
a double advantage from my return to rec- 
titude. 

My sister informed us, that she had seen 
four men examining every part of the ruins : 
assured Lord Leicester must be hid among 
tliem, as. one had picked up his hat (which 
he doubtless^dropped when he addressed me) 
and Swearing iiever to quit the wood till they 
had found him, they separated to pursue the 
search. 

I tilrned pale at this terrible intelli- 
gence, which made his departure impossi- 
ble; but as we- every moment expected 
Father Anthony, who might have a share 
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m the alarm the assassins would occasion^ 
we agreed to hide my Lord in Mrs Marlow^s 
^bamber^ which had been hitherto deserted^ 
and a place wheie none but ourselves would 
seek him. 

It was now evening, and as the age and 
infirmities of our maid rendered her rather 
an incumbrance than relief, we set before 
Lord Leicester a repast, perhaps more 
adapted to his health than his appetite, 
but all our retreat at that time afforded; 
and, withdrawing, left him that we might 
be ready if our guardian should visit us. 

As I would not have you imagine, how- 
ever we were indebted to nature, that the 
surprise Lord Leicester expressed, sprung, 
only from our beauty, I must observe to you, 
we drest to the taste of Mrs. Marlow, rather 
than that of any country; and those habits 
which covered happy hearts preserve a long 
;Cuperiority in the fancy. Close jackets and 
coats, of pale grey, were trimmed round the 
skirls and sleeves with black bugle fringe ; Uie 
collars were thrown back from the throaty 
and chest with point lace^ and tied at the 
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bosom witb black taiisels ; our bair^ which 
wa$ very tbick, covered our oecks and fore* 
headft^ falUng in riugs from under cam- 
bric coifs ; 'small beaver hataj with bigV 
crow&Sj and waving black feathers^ com-* 
pleted our appearsince, at oace too rustic 
and too elegant not to strike every peraoo* 
Simplicity is the perfection of dress^ and 
Elliaor presents herself in that 1 have de- 
scribed, more beautiful than when adorned 
with aU the gaudy trappings pride and 
luxury has invented. She had an arch^ 
a sjniling eye^ which, while it indicated 
obsejrvalipn, teemed with good nature; a 
complexion perfectly fair, and delicately 
heightened by a bloom which came from the 
heart, as its changeablenessinplied ; a grace- 
ful stature, and a manner which won almost 
iBvery one to love her half as well as I did. 
G^ujt Z need not expatiate on my Ellen's cha- 
tmtex'y thoi4gh dormant at present, it wil^ 
^Qon d^j^and youi'.compassipn in the hardest^ 
trials of life. 

, - , i^oye, M adam, is the parent of art. When 
we left I^rd Leicester, without declarips 

VOL. I. F 



98 THE EEC ESS, &C. 

' my own sentiments concerning hiin;.I sought 
to penetrate into my sister's, for that constant 
error of a first passion had infected me^ and 
I fancied that the man who had subdued my 
heart, might those of all my sex; every 
glance increases a fear so exquisite ; I thought 
constantly I read in her eyes ideas afflict* 
ingly «imilar*o my awn : yet the lively sense 
she expressed at our indiscretion, which she 
easily conceived would put us in the power 
of Elizabeth's favourite, made me very 
doubtful; for although the s»me apprqben^ 
«ieii«occurred to me^ the confidence I alreadr 
bad in -his honour, and the strong anxiety I 
felt for 'his life, made it a faint and distant 
alarm. 

This night I first found my rest disturb- 
ed by the reflections of my mind. I hoped 
one moment every thing. I flattered myself 
that the simplicity ef -my education, and the 
purity of my hearty would., by a contrast 
with those of the court, atone for the want 
of that polish a court alone can give ; the 
dbscurity of my birth, I found too sensiibly 
a misfortune^ and \vUhdrawing my compas* 
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sion for the first time from my parents, be- 
stowed it on myself. Yet again would I say, 
can he despise the daughter of his friend ? 
Will he destine me to suffer for an indiscre- 
tion in which I had no share ! Oh ! let me judge 
his heart by my own, which already feels 
that the sovereignty of the universe would 
be too little for happiness, if he was not to 
partake it. 

The calm rest of my sister set my heart 
at ease respecting her; I toH every mo- 
ment as it passed, anxiously expecting that 
in which Lord Leicester was to begin his 
narration. - I had exiiausted the few mis- 
fortunes my' imagination suggested, with- 
out being able to find any which could, in 
^o well-governed a country^ reduce a man of 
his distinction to flight; but how, untainted 
with the vices of the"* wotld, could I guess at" 
the real one? 

Without acquainting Lord Leicester 
who had the conduct of pur education we 
made him sensible that we had reasons for 
concealing him from every prison : he had 
too much politeness to press for anexplaqu-* 
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. }, and we were coinp«U<ed to teaireiiio 
one till the departure of Father A|itl)£pjf 
should give U8 an opportunity to li^tea to hi# 
history. 

The Father^ always slow and deliberates 
"seetned this day to hav^ gained ^n additioa 
to those qualities } instead of retiring after 
dinner^ as t^sual^ be began along discourse 
(from a momentary impatience I bad dis- 
covered through some trifling o^ccasion) on 
the subduing our passions^ every word of 
which au^gmented mine^ and the less we 
seemed sensible of his argument^ the more 
he becajpe inclined to prolixity, till njy m* 
patience baying^firis^n to the greatest ,^ve%bt, 
allayed of itself; and I learnt nothing bu( 
acquiescing: in all be advanced could put a 
period to ^he tedious conversation. Thi3 
.finesse succeeded; he departed, and withioujt 
staying a moment longer than was necessary 
to ascertain thM circumst^^nce, we rele«i/>ed 
the Earl, and conducted him to our great 
room, as we called it* 

Lord Leicester did not deUy to gra^tify 
our curiosity, but began bis story thus: 
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(for to prevent ihe coldness a relater*alwayji 
giYes to events^ andas almost'the very ^mln 
ue faikiUiar to my memory, :ivhenever a iiar^ 
ration occurs, I,.ki justice to the person con- 
cerned, shall give him the power of speaking, 
Cbr bimseUv 

'^ Spnihg^from a<family.t6o distinguished' 
lb be tihknown to you, ladies, I might pass. 
OTer the earJy part of my life in silence, did; 
not oiie circum^nce in it account for the 
honours and fatours my royal mistress bal 
dfelighfeed to shower upon iaa^^ The last of 
fiy^ sons, I ^as too young, to be sensible of 
the loss when my. unhappy family were fakir 
wrifioedutotbdrown siinbition and. episcopal 
tftmaxij^ Without any fortune and obnoxi-- 
cms to those who bad trembled 'at the very 
faadieof Northumberland, no happier fate 
liad awaited me from the. persecutions of 
Mary's reign (a time which will filLthe latest: 
with horror) had not the Earl of Arundel 
generously screened, me from her rage. He 
had me conducted from a seat of my. father's^ . 
bestowed on him by the Queen, to Hu-- 
bert.Hall, a noble one of his own, where 
F S 
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I was ^ucatcd with his children^ widioet 
being knowu to the world. The kindness 
of this nobleman well deserves eomineuDrofa* 
tiooj since to the compassion awakened by 
my youth and helpless state^ nothing was 
added but a grateful remembrance of a small 
favour the Lord Guildford had shewn him^ 
at a time when his rcligioa.was more feared^ 
though less punished^ than our^ then was. 
Sensibk of all his generosity^ I neglected 
nothing to prove my gratitude ; and habit 
giving me th^ same advantage in his affec* 
lions with his own children/ he seemed to 
.take pleasure in numbering me among them, 
and proposed to unite me to one of bis 
daughters^ who had from her infancy enter- 
tained a partiality for me. Fate was c^ainst 
him; for of the four lovely children he bad 
when I was added to the namber^ I saw him 
without one, before I was fifteen. These 
losses, far from souring his temper, only 
softened it; he bent himself more intently 
on establishing me in all his fortunes, and 
was not without hopes pf <Atnining the re- 
version of his title for ine* Miss Linerick, 
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tbe^^aligbter of bis sister, and the heiress 
of a large fortune^ besides what she might 
hope from him^was the kdy he made choice 
of for my bride, and the agreement was 
fofiwed with bei^father and guardians, with- , 
o«tmy kaowWdge; nor did I venture to re- 
fuse my consent, when it was demanded; 
altboiigh I» bad never seen the lady, and 
ibi^nd my heart utterly repugnant to a 
m^ch in which it bad no share. 

^^ The Princess Elizabeth (whose noble 
endurance of an unjust imprisonment will 
reflect eternal honour on her prudence) . 
wasv d«iring the life of her sister, kept ia 
close captivity ; various Lords, as various 
fears obliged them to change, had the 
charge of her; the Earl of .Arundel was 
for a short time entrusted with the impor- 
tant office, and thu« ^as I early introduced 
to the knowledge of that pious lady. Far 
from extending the prejudices she might 
justly have imbibed against my family to 
myself, she was pleased tohonournae, with 
her notice; to take amusement in polishing 
my manners and accomplishing my mind, 
r 4 ^ 



Brouglitap a Catholic^ it was to her I bw^d 

the enlightening of my Bndemanding^ and 

tl)e discretioifi to conceal h diiFerence c£ 

opinion from my benefactor^. which might 

have alienated^ and perhapj^ broke his heart, 

♦' My attachment fo her was as great as 

her own goodness : I longed, with the ar- 

' dour of youth, to signalize myfcelf in hep 

service ; nor was it long before an occasion 

offered. The Earl of B^vonshire, actuated 

either by kve or ambition, flattered himself 

that the Prmcess^s captivity would make 

her gladly embrace a propostal of marriage t 

he engaged many noblemeit who favoured 

Ibe Prot€lsian,t rehgioii ia the scheme, and 

he imtigine^ lidthing WfU necessary towards: 

^btaliling her consent but her knowledge 

of the design. To effect this, be dtsgtosed 

hitfi^lf 6^ a gardener, and Worked several 

6kys in the hope pf seeiiig Elizabeth, but ia 

vaift ; for Xhe Qaeen'$ orders were M strict^ 

%at she wd6 allowed for exericise owly alowg 

gallery wkh latticed windows, which joined 

^0 her apartment. The awkwardness of the 

Earl in. his new employment, of which ( 
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was foiid^ and coBsequently a competent 
judge^ caught my attention; I spoke to 
himi/and the involuntary tremor, caused by 
a fear of detection^ strengthened my sus-^ 
gicion ; he ekided. my questk)ns% with too > 
mHqlb e3EaOtoess>:to be what ha afieeted;. 
and this 1 mentioned casually to the Prin<- 
cess, while entertaining her iu the gallery;-. 
siie listened, to what I: sakl attentively, and 
then w^kifig to the window, ilesiredjOGie to 
])toint . out' the. man,, who was sitting to rest 
himself^ with his eyes. fixed intently, on the. 
bouse;, Elizabeth retnained^at the window 
bmied in tbotight;. at..last>. turning towards . 
me, she denaaBdedj if I esteemed her enough.^ 

. to run some^ hatatd for her sake i . I assured ; 
her, with ao^ eagerness proportioned to the 
desire I. had to, serve her, that she could; 
cximmaKid nothing 1 would not execute with. 
j|>y. She replied, 'bad not she ej^pected: 
flfich 9X1 answer, she had not ventured such. 
a^uestion ;r-what I wish tbenj' continued 
the Princess, ' i$ that, when you can find 
hiilk.alone> you will tell that m^n, I hav^ 

. 80en^ $iid kpowhim; ^nd since. I cannoi^; 
p. ^, 
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doubt but that his intention is to render mc 
some service, I request he will signify its 
nature by you ; however, as he may doubt 
the sincerity of a gentleman, whose interest 
seems so opposite to his own, shew him this 
jewfel, he will remember it, and say I bid 
you tell him, that it was the gift bf his father 
to me some years ago/ 

" The Princess then took from her .arm 
a remarkable diamond, and gave it to my 
care ; I withdrew from her presence, and 
never did night seem longer than that I 
Upent, before jt was possible for me to exe- 
cute her command ^, but resolved not to lose a 
moment, I rose very early, and placed myself 
in a thicket, through which I knew he must 
pass. His reluctance to mix with the daily 
labourers, whose happiness readies hot be- 
yond a coarse meal, and a coarse jest, made 
him' usui^Uy come alone, and when the rest 
were past, I saw him approach. • Certain, 
without knowing who he was, that be must be 
a man of distinction, I drew near him with . 
respect, and delivered . my embassy ; the 
confusion and doubt my address occasioned, 
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vanished at sight of the diamond ; he fell 
into raptures at the goodness of the Prin- 
cess^ and no words seemed sufficient to tes- 
tify his gratitude for my service. 
; ** Acquainted enough with the world to 
Snow that the placing a confidence is the 
surest way of attaching a young mind^ he 
made no secret of his name^ and gave intQ 
my h^ds a letter as valuable to him as his 
life. 

" EU^abeth^ disgusted at the free hope 
he exprest^ or perhaps unwilling to remove 
Uerself still farther from the throne'by of- 
fending her sister^ declined the proposal of 
the £arl> who neglected no instance to in- 
duce her tO'. change her mind^ as he could 
never hope to Jind a lime so favourable for 
het escsife : he fancied at lasl^ that I had 
an interest in her rejecting him, and when 
nothing could prevail with her, lavished all 
his reproaches on me, as the capital ob- 
stacle. I know not to what extremity he 
might have carried his resentment, had not 
Lord Arundel, to whom the head gardener 
iiad declared his suspicion of this man^ from 
y 6 
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hxnng foiind some jeweb sewed in hh garb, 
oonaed him to be appfefaended; \m% bra 
iU faealtk and infiFmides disabling him. from 
an immediate- examinaiiob, notice was sent 
to the Courts .aii4 the Earl eonftncd with 
oMiion^i The Priiicesa alarmed. at tJiis ac^ 
eident, Wbieb she foresaw lier enemies would 
eonstirue to her ^sadvantia^e, without giving 
bef chance to justify herself^, forged that 
calpiness, which constituted in her early, 
years the meritorious part of her character. 
I too sensiUy felt; her affiictiona^ not to par-^ 
ticipale in this^ and to prove my sympathy^ 
formed a desigUi which .the romantic gene-* 
Toaity incident to jtoitth. akme could justify, 
'^ Intrusted with the charge of the cri«* 
mkial, it was very easy for me^ in the dead 
fS night, to .set hun free; but to render *mjB 
generosity complete, and ensute bis esfcape^ 
I ondered a horse to be held in readiness m 
the thicket as for myself, md fiirnishiiig 
him. with some clothes of my own,. con-» 
ducted him to the garden gate, and returned 
wore satmfted with mjT own conduct than I 
ftv«r» yet hadvbeen« 
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^' Tb^ consequences of his escape sag** 
^sted themselves immediately to Lord 
Arondel On his receiving the infbrtni^ion ; 
he scot fbr me, as my connivance was evi* 
dent> and enraged at my refusing even a 
reason fbr it, save the promise I bad made, 
he ordered me to be confined, and dis{mtd^ 
a messenger to coiart w^ith. fuli particulars of 
the pri^ner^s enlargement. A short time^ 
however, abated his resentment;, he. re* 
proached him6e]f fpr a rashness as culpable 
as my own, and sentf sevieral of his servants 
to stay the first, but not finding him/ return^ 
he was pleased at once to forget my obsti-^ 
ilacy, and by coming to visit me, shew he. 
pardoned my faQlt.-^He then told me he^ 
bad nothing to propose th^t would ensure 
my safety but immediate flight; and. not 
doubting but that he could appease the^ 
Queen, recommendf d me to set out imme-v 
diately for Irdand, to take refuge with his. 
bix):ther-^in-law,' Sir Patrick Linerick. Over-, 
whelmed with hi& goodness, I had no way 
la atone for my erros but obedience, and 
j^repared for my journey without hesitation ;„ 
rHiiefe^ttCtaace with which the Earl parted 
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from me was a cutting reproach ; but heaven 
did not suffer me to escape unpunished : h 
was met on the road by a party of guards, 
conducted by the first messenger, who, ig- 
norant of the change in Lord Arundel's re- 
solution, imagined I was making my escape 
likewise, and conjured the officer to seize 
me: astonished at a stroke so unforeseen 
and unlucky,- 1 deUvered up my arms with- 
out resistance, and was condoeted to the 
Tower of London. 

*' Some days elapsed without my seeing 
any but my guard, when I was conducted 
before the privy council, and interrogated 
concerning what I knew of the prisoner and 
his designs; but refusing to answer, I was 
remanded back to a closer dungeon and 
harder fare/ This was repeated st&vend times, 
insomuch that I was astonished at not being 
tried and sentenced by the law ; when one 
day I W93 agreeably surprised at seeing Lord 
Arundel enter my prisoii. Wa«t of air and 
proper food had st> altered me, that the good 
man neglecting his commission, wept like 
an infant on my neck ; but recovering, and 
remembering he was not sent to console me. 
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and had witnesses attending to report our 
discourse, he began with conjuring me> by 
eTcry power he had over me^ as a father, a 
guardian, and a friend, to provide for my own 
safety by a discovery of all I knew, without 
which my life would be devoted, in spite of 
his efforts, and the affliction of Io»ng the 
only prop of his age would infallibly shorten 
his days. 

*' The gentleness of his address-, the con- 
cern which wrung every venerable fe.iture, 
pierced my soul; and, although I could not 
betray the Princess, I will candidly confess 
I lamented my rash ofhciousness in serving 
her : but as repentance was fruitless, . I had 
only to summon patience to endure an evil 
I had brought on myself: nevertheless, to 
afflict the benefactor, to whose goodness I 
owed all, was a trial indeed. I threw my- 
self at his feet, I conjured him only to re- 
member my obstinacy^ to cast me from his 
heart, but never to employ a power I re-^ 
vered, to make me odious and contemptible- 
assuring him, that an honourable death was, 
in my eyes, infinitely more- to be desired 
than a life prolonged by treachery and in- 
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gratitade^*^ He regarded me with atieatioii> 
and after seeming to deliberate for a mo^ 
nient, he proceeded to oiTer me the mosti 
. splendid rewards/ I slopt.him;. ' Ob> my: 
Lprdi' ejcdaimed I>^ oan you think.so meanlj^ 
of the man before yon^ as to belieye^ after, 
^nesisting your entr^^ati^s^ he can poorly be 
bribed to do iH; how. truly unworthy thettt 
were 1 of tUe name of your son?' • 
- ^* What oan I say?*' said he,, turning to 
some men present, and; drawing hi$^ hands^ 
from mine to clasp them together in an. 
aigpny of grief;/ bow. seek to corrupt at 
constancy. 1 admire ? Adien, iSy dear. son,. 
I am unequal to the task imposed on me.. 
May the Godv who taught you -principles so ^ 
jttfJt, bless- andr protect yon, w^hatever your 
fate \ my days may still be fewer than your's,. 
and this is,, perhaps, an eternal farewell .—r 
Adi^u again, I will neyer forget you..' Say-. 
ing these words, he cauight hold of ^&me 
personfli present, who ratber carried tliait. . 
led him out. v 

** I had. before this been supported by, 
pride, but the sense of doing wrong bdd. 
i^evei.miR^d wiMii ity feelings tiU oetw.^ 
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my own life had hitherto presented nothing 
to mdke it particularly valuable ; but that of 
Lord Arundel was a blessing to himself and 
his country ; and what right had I to shortest 
it? I, whose peculiar duty it was to watch 
over his dec^y^ and smooth his passage, to 
the grave: this remembrance gave me in*- 
cxpressiblq grief. 

'' I found likewise that the court, from my 
resolution* imagined the plot of much more 
consequence than it really was ; yet after so 
many denials I could not declare the Irhole, 
withotlt bringing an! imputatiojti, more ter^ 
rible than deMh^ on my m^moty : Itberefor^ 
called together every reflectioti that could 
fortify my mind, and Waited my fate tvith 
composure. 

*' A very few days after this interview 
put dn end to the life of a Queen^ whose 
btoehy cdst a blot alike upon her sex and 
religion^ and Elizabeth being placed on the 
tbfone by the voice of the people, made the 
opening of my prison doors one of her first 
cares;:— she did me the honour of seeing mo 
in the garments I had worn in my Confine^ 
ment, and gave me her royal word that she 
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could find no greater pleasure in hcf sovc-^ 
rcigtity, than that of rewarding my fidelity. 

''An allay was prepared to this satis-^ 
faction; Lord Arundel had expired the 
night befofeof the gout in his stomach.; but, 
-knowing I might claim my safety from the 
new Queen, he had left me joint heir wibh 
his niece, of his estates, with only one cofr- 
dition, which was, that of mar>yiftg hier; 
ordering the ccnrenamt sbcmld be fbf filled in 
in two years, and if either party refused id 
comply, his or her share of thefortune should 
go to the otlier.^ — AU the advantages! could 
have reaped, had he left me sole he>F ef lis 
wealth, would never have recompensed me 
for his loss. This blow lessened the hopes of 
my life; I had promised myself in the first 
Bioments of my freedom to convince this 
nobly disinteuested friend that independence 
could never lessen my gratitude, but would 
rather increase an attachment tx) which the 
malicious could then assign no motive but 
the just one. 

** The Queen, in the first years of her 
reign, loaded me with honours, called me 
her knight, nor entered into any amusement 



THE RECESS, Sec. 115 

in which I whs not a party. The obsequious 
behaviour of iny equals^ flattered a vanity 
latent in my hearty and persuaded ine that 
they saw deeper into her intentions than 
myself. [ was much younger than Elizabeth^ 
and involved in another ' engagement^ yet 
the world thought sh« loved me : but being 
little disposed to matrimony^ and by the 
Queen's bounty enabled to indulge myself, 
I gave up to Miss Liuerick the estates of her 
uncle, without even seeing her, because I 
would not offend the relation of Lord Arun- 
del, by giving the world reason to believe I 
did it from distaste. This circumstance no 
sooner reached the ear of the Queen than it 
filled her with gladness visible to the whole 
Courts which confirmed them in the belief 
that I was destined one day to sliare her 
rank. I had reason to be convinced^ from 
many circumstances of the Queen's conduct, 
known but to myself, that she rea^y had an 
afiection for me, and only waited till some 
of the elder nobility, who were ray rivals, 
had given up the pursuit, and till my years 
allowed her to make nxe her choice withoul 
bringing a censure on her prudence. 
1 
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^' Attached to Elizabeth rather by grati.- 
lode thaxl aflfection^ I had pstieuee enough 
to wait hei^ resolution^ and entertained my^ 
self rather with the gaieties than the poli-i^ 
tics of the kingdom. It was at this time the 
beautiful Mary of Scotland shone forth 
^fatallf for herself) the rival of EKzabetb^ 
and desttoyed that pfeaoe which prosperity 
imd admiration had contributed to bestow oil^^ 
our Qu^fr« In the adversity of her yotttft 
the had been flattered with the idea of sup^^ 
porting a sapteriority o^er h^k opptesBur by ft 
flisereet silbmissioii ; but tl> meet with so 
powerful a rival in beauty, talents, aod.^m* 
fiire> When at tlii^ summit df her glory, wa». 
a stroke ks ihortifying a« uneixpected ; Bli^ 
S»beih ever sickened at the name of Mary> 
mnd, by extravagant praises, pointed th^ s^*^ 
tere- remarks she G^ntinually made on tier 
c5onduct. She nioinUiined with a rigid exacts 
ness the advantagies'shfi possessed, from tb^ 
aituation of her kingdom,over her ne)ghbotrr> 
iind /continually aifected to choose her a 
husband from the handsome and dissolute 
nobles of her Court. Melvili the Scotch 
Ambassador, aoiong other presents to Bli^ 
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'grati" «a^h> brought with him a picture of hb 
loagh naisii^ess; it was 4otie by a French arfist 
[ my* ex€[uisiiely skilled ; this little (lortrait Eliza- 
p^^j. beth always wore hanging to her breast: I 
letbe ^^^^^ beheld it wit^iout admiring tb^ finest 
forth imitation artcQuld execute of the mostfinish* 
v^l, nd production of nature* One evemng* 
jl^ while the Queen was conversing with me, 
)W Oft ^y ^y^^ ^y * ^^^ ^^ habit, were fixed on 
otttt ^^^^ ornament: she suddenly rose, and re- 
' tired in great wrath to her apartment. She 
, «hut herself up three days before the exlra- 

. Yagance of her resentment p^mitted her to 

form any resolution; at last the Gountesa 
"of Somerset came to me with the picture, 
^^ and an assurance from the Queen, that, as 
ahe perceived I could never be happy with- 
out the original, she should alter her designs, 
and had sent directions to the Earl of /Bed- 
£Qcd to propose me to M^ury. 

*' Thunderstr4ick at so excessive and ri- 

id 

diculous a. jealousy, 1 peglected nothing 
^ to satisfy the Queen; I made a tliousand 

protestations of my indifference to the 
Queen of Scots in vain; Elizabeth's pride 
w^ offended, and that was the hardest to 

3 
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appease of all her passions-^sbe insisted on 
my iLe^iog Lbe pioittce, aad haughtily 
foi bad me ev«r to jremember her but as my ^ ^ 
sovereign:. 

'• I retired from her presence piqued by 
her haugluiness^ which^ though a quality 
adapted to her raak^ is disgusting in her 
sex. The picture of Mary was yet in my 
baud— when I remember the sweetness and 
affability she was famed for^ the infinite 
superiority of her charms, and the soilness 
of her character^ I was grateful to £Uzabeth 
for her anger 4 since it broke the ties my 
gratitude had formed^ and left me in hope 
of a happier fate.—-! repented a. message I 
had sent off to the Earl of Bedford to for- 
bid his mentioning my name^ and only 
wished it might arrive too late»--ln my 
union with Elizabeth I saw I must be a 
cypher, for she .was jealous to excess of her 
power: with Mary I might share a king- 
dom, and, by studying her humour, render 
her and mysel|^' happy. All our wishes are 
not, however^ to be successful. The Queen 
of Scots, prepossessed that Elizabeth in* 
tended tp raise me to the tliroiie of £fig« 
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knd^ believed the proposal tijest, ahd treated 
it as such. Tiie Earl of' Bedford gave 
into thts^ from a coniictiofi that li« slaouM 
oblige me by it^ and thus I saw myself^ after 
hav'mg aspired to two Queens^ without liopes 
of either. 

'^ From tlie moment of my being neg- 
lected bj Elizabeth I had found myself in 
the condition of those favourites who fall 
from the pinnacle of greatness to obscurity. 
After seeing my presence make a ciucle, and 
my apartment a Court, I appeared alone, or 
continued in solitude. Vanity, and not ge- 
nerosity, Jbad governed me, and of those 
who followed, no one really loved, and all 
e»vied me; they rejoiced in my disgrace, 
and ridiculed my ambition. What shall I 
say, ladies? shall, I give false motives for 
my actions, or confess faults my youth may 
excuse? I must be sincere, whether that 
sincerity interests you in my favour or 
otherwise. 

*' Resolved at all events to^faave the plea- 
sure of mortifying my enemies — I wrote to 
the Queen, assaring her, that the honours ' 
she had loaded me with were incimibrances. 
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siBce sbehad withdrawn her favour^ and if 
my ofFence (unwitdng as it was) exceeded 
forgiveness^ I requested to re8i|;n my on* 
^loyments^ and retire to Keailwortb. Tliis 
letter I took an opportunity of presenting to 
her in the gardens of Sheen, but, far from 
pronouncing a severe sentence, she was 
pleased to shed tears, and tend»ly reproach 
me on the lightness of my attachment; on 
which I took the picture of the Queen of 
Scots, cuid casting it into the Thames, en-- 
treated her to bury with it the remembtance 
of my fault,-.-She gave me her hand to kiss, 
and I had the pride of leading her to the 
Court, . reinstated in her favour. 

'^' This disgrace taught pie a useful les- 
lion ; which was to employ my power but to 
serve the wprthy, the only way to secuve 
friends and avoid maldng enemies. I learpt 
how to rate justly all who swrrounded me, 
to despise flattery, and by never elevatmg 
myself, put it out of the power of malioe 
or envy in future to humiliate me. The 
Queen was pressed by the Padiament to 
marry; she bad piomiaed to deUberette oa 
the proposal^ and my interest in her. heart 



Uk^A^ me hope a favourable conclusion to 
my suit, \^hen.an unfortunate chance over- 
turned all my schemes and hopes, and n^ade 
me tremble whenever the Queen opened her 
lips ,to me^ lest I should hear a resolution 
which was so lately my utmost wish. 

'* Sir Walter, the head of the Devereux 
family, was lately created Earl of Essex ; 
he had been sent to Ireland to subdue the 
rebels, where he married. He returned' to 
Court to. present his bride, whom I had 
scarce regarded a moment, when my heart 
became sensible of a sentiment unknown to 
it before. I was ambitious of her notice, 
and envied the courtiei;^ who surrounded 
her; I y^t trembled to approach her, and 
the compliment of introduction was deli- 
vered by a»-with a low voiqe apd timid air . 
the colA dignity of her manner, and her in- 
stantly turning .from me to converse with 
Ix>rd Sands, affronted me highly. I exa- 
mine^ all I had said or done, .but not find- 
ing any thing exceptionable on my part^ I 
condemned her as a flattered girl, vain of 
accidental advantages even to folly, an^ rc- 
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tired without taking any farther notice of 
Lady Essex. The Queen gave a ball that 
evening: I drest several hours too soon^ and 
continually fancied the clock stood. * Not 
doubting but that I had the power of mor- 
tifying Lady Essex, I determined to use it; 
even her Lord seemed united in her offence, 
though I had no complaint to make against 
him but that he had married her. In sljort/ 
pleased or angry, 1 could think of nothing 
but this lovely wonaan, and though I staid 
at home till quite tired I found myself the 
first in the drawing-room. 

'^ Tlie Queen learning I was there, and 
pleased with my attention, which she pla<;ed 
to her own account, sent for me to her 
closet; among other questions, she asked 
how I liked I^ady Essex, and the asperity 
with which I censured her was far from dis- 
pleasing to Elizabeth, who had a talent for 
isatire, and was fond of all who excelled 
in it. 

♦' We entered' tlie room at the same mo* 
ment with the lovely bride, more obviously 
so a^ Qiore adoroed* The Queen turned to 



I «ie who was leaning on tlie back of her 

«bair~" 1 tluBk/' said she, '' my Lctd, I 
«oiii&t jiate tjbe liberty of appoUiting you to 

I -dance with Lady Essex^ that the Court may 

^ave an opportunity ^ adoiiring how well 
I have matched you." '^ I thought/* re* 

i horned I, *' your Majesty had promised mc 

l. tlte pleasure €>f entertaining you; and surely 

liddy Essex has matched henielf mucli more 
iiappily." ** Lord Leicester, Madam /^ said 
4hat Lady in an ivonioal tone, ^' is uniform 
sn his opinioa respectiisg me, and for once I 
«gree with \Am" Saying this, die gave her 
irnnd to her Lord, vrht> honoured the younger 
Cecil with it / Amazed at a pique I could . 
no way ^xpli^tn, I remained in a siiUen re- 
verie till the Queen interrupted it by ask- 
ing if I did not think Lady Essex's wit in- 
clined to the «eyere f I replied, ^' when I 
knew whether she had any sense I should 
jud^e of her wit, but that at present she 
was perfectly laninteiligible to me." ^ Why 
aurely, my Lord/' cried the Q«eeD> leaning 
on the arm of ber chair, and raising her 
^es to mine, ^^ y&M know she was Miss 

I eg 
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Lineriok V\ Whata fund of intelligence w«8 
cotireyed in thete few W6rd8> and what a 
revolution did thej make in my mind !-^To 
find I had mfuaed> aod^ in refnskig, iib- 
«ulted the woMian on whom mybappinefiB 
•must depend^ ory father, from whose resent- 
ment my misery was began,— Pride, anger, 
find ambition vanished ; my heart overflow^ 
ing v<ith chagrin attd iove> applauded her 
ju3t disdain, and bwned that $he could never 
.^despise me f<Mr my stupidity half so much. as 
I did myself.- Insensible to all the discotirse 
^f the Queen my eyes pursued wi(b a vain 
and late regxet the beauteoas bride, tHl the 
meanders of the dance eluding my. sigbtj i. 
struck my head in a tranapoi^t against Ihe 
Queen's chair, and being obliged to excuse 
mjTself, complained of .a vertigo and retired, 
r /^ I was interrupted in the midst of the 
disagreeable reflections aiising from the 
past scene by *£li7iibetb's physician^ whoai 
she had graciously ordered to attend me. 
He. easily invented a reslson Sot a: malady 
hm art could neither cause or cnire^'and 
having directed me to. be bled kft me 



THE RECIBSS; 8C€. 125 

to repose. The Queen sent several mes*^ 

sengers ta enqiUF« after' me^ and when 'i 

paid my doty next to her^ alihoet gave 

me a relapse "by dismissing' b^Vatten,dalil9/ 

Pe^Iexed and uHeasy I hardly daredf 

to. raise, oeiy eyes^' or anticipate her ^e^ 

termiaation, I met her% which seemed 

equally icnMolnte, and a pause of a fe\v^ 

momffita was at last intenrupied by £Ii^ 

jBabetb. . - • • • ^ 

. ^^ Bi» infonodAtae, tUat after the most ^ 

]iiat|ire4^it^atioDt i^efoqnd thatalthoogb 

flbe preferred me to all men existing she 

^old not by marrying make nse happy, oc 

be so faeoseif ; that in yielding to. this weak«- 

xiess of bes hearty she should forever sully 

hex Beputation.foc wisdoni> wlilch would .aU 

lyays^ white single^ leach her. how to manage 

other potentates, either by hope or fear"; 

and that such a degradation, in general 

' opinion, would too sen^bly . affect her,— 

^ X#ei^este^,' said.sbe, ^ thou seest nay ipgenu- 

pus motives-T-I know thou lovest me, and' 

to mfd^e tbee some amends for the grief 

J-bi^itaustgire tb^e,be assured byourroyaj 

^3 
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wotdf tbet we will never marry anolber*iii«M 
kowever glori.o«ii his tank. Ccmsider^ there-' 
fore> whatever matriim^fiiial treaties i are on 
foe* as tttb9 thrown out to Ibe whide^ aed 
feoQieBiber EKzabeth's^ frietidship shall di^ 
Ungui^i thee almott as much as her ofaoico 
cottlds' 

<^ i kissed the baud she held out to i^e 
with s^aient cbagrio, :bttt ia reality she 
had relieved my heart from a heavy load« 
1 venttired to admire a. foctitudb which re« 
disoed me ta despucj, and thus amjdy gra-« 
tified that vanity^ wliich m her takes the 
kad of every softer passion. Nevertheless, 
I wa& struck with her desiaad of a solema 
promise on my part never to marry- without 
her consent^ and considered it as a selfishi 
and arbitrary exaction ukUcaown to a tendei- 
heait. 

" The whole Court lenrat that 1 had h»% 
my hopes withoat losing my influence-. 
The Qiieen^ j^ist to her prontise^ gai^ me 
a palpable siipepiority on* e'very occasiony 
and I only desired it to make my homage 
more gratifying to the faur Lady fissex^ 
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irlio ftliewed too ranch anger to rob mc 
of bope. Had she appeared equally indU- 
fcrent and polite she would totally have 
discouraged me, but li man may reason- 
Ably flatter himself with the prospect of a 
pardon as long as. a lady deigns to appear 
oifendcd. ,1 made every possible concession 
to her pride, and the pleasure she found in 
humbling me interwove me insensibly with 
bcr happiness. 

^ " I^bbuld spa|<e to your virgin delicacy, 
ladies, the acknowledgment of a disgrace- 
ful anct guilty love, were, it not absolutely 
essential to mark tl^ remainder of my 
story.- There was a levity and inconsistency 
in the manners of Lady Essex which soon 
aw^rkened her Lord's jealousy ; and as she 
had always been indulged to folly she could 
so ill brook any restraint, that it threw her 
the more readily into my power. The belief 
that I was loved Alone by her, and had myself 
reduped her to make another choice, enabled 
her to preserve a merit with me even in her 
fail. The few hours we could steal were la- 
vished in the most ardent aftection. I grew 
c 4 
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almost as jealous of her a$ her Lord^ and 
'blest the caution with which he r.hut her lip 
more and more, even from me, since it to- 
tally excluded all other lovers. The oftener 
I saw her, hawerer, the more ardently I de- 
sired it; and when at last her Lord was ap- 
pointed to the command of the forces in Ire- 
land, whither he despotically resolved to 
carry her, my passion and grief kept pace 
with her's; the Court presented nothing to 
ine worthy to supply the loss of one so ami* 
able, and had not the Queen give^ me a . 
command in the Low Countries I know 
not how I should ^ong have concealed 
. the emptiness of my bosom now its tenant 
was flown. ' 

'^ Several years past away in a variety of 
scenes without my seeing I^dy Essex, when 
the early death of her Lord left, her at 
liberty to fix her residence in England; 
I returned homcon the first intelHgence! 
The sober widowhood in which she lived 
made it difficult for me to gain adomsiort 
to her presence, which I at last 'effected 
by a disguise. Her beauty shone through 
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.'Jier sables witk new aad more touching' 
'graces^ whik luy bleuurt betrayed* mti iaip 
-involuntary, exdamajion^ and cjare^ses, Si^ 
,wept^ apd. retreating &om my arms^ a«9ur/^ 
jae^ tbeoa^ actbn x>f ber life « be r^peQt^d 
was i^at a^taeb^eot .whic)^ had^uUi^ h^r 
innoceoce^ and which sh^ was re^oJy/^d to 
expiate by eteraal declusion and r^j^^^tance, 
AM my .entreaties jireKi fruitless* ' i^he bur»t 
•firom me into an apartaxent where uhe toUl 
jney her brother^ Mr, Lin^rjck, \¥a§, whp 
•idstaciilyi I rushed inio.ih^POQ^j aod;..4^ 
laaadedby what right I bad i^r^nm^/kp 
detifiD^Xiady/Esfeex? I auftwered^ tttuly^ by 
tbat of a byer alione, and, flatter.ed .i»y^elf 
with gaining^tb«4nterest;of:th«sy'<>uA^g Irishr 
man x&iavmur of my prfiteIifi^on^^^)y pbjtain- 
ingaiCAiisiile!V2B)]0.pcisti!ar him the ^^xti]a}.«. 
I eaaily difiGemed. bift ^f^^'^ ;i^]|:i w^siamar*- 
riage^J^kimie^ whioh, ftxjm every re.ason^ 
and,moree8pe«iaUy tbe.pijs^i^ Ib>d mad^ 
to <t^^ Queeny I, 'iVished to 4vi#d.. ^d- 
kss brgoyqiatiod8;u'6i)e camedtiix> . atidthese 
fettxkntiQd the wealfiods&.ol' imfyt^b^ar^ t<^ 
such a degree thbt librgot h« ^rtou Va^- 
o 5. 
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nity but toa easily persuades a genefosy 
man to parcion a frailty of wfatcb lie is tbc 
cause, and the object. Lady Essex listeo- 
cd very feadily to aci facMiicmrakle proposal, 
and g»ve me al Greenwick an exclusi\it 
claim to that hand so long^ so passkmatelgr 
beloved. 

^^ Anxious to cooceai this event from the 
Queen^ who rigidly maintaificd over me tbe 
rights of a jealous lover^vcffaile she diaclato^ 
ed the title, I visited my bride very rarely, 
and my affection rather eneteased than cBi- 
ttinished; in tact, I was tbe more com^tely 
happy when with, because i hourly expend- 
enced, in every absence, tbe imposaibtlity of 
being happy without her.*'— 

To retund icme moment 4o tbe poer Moi- 
tilda; from the moment Loid Leicfester 
named thisf^y, my heart piesagedber his 
wife; the closing evening bask^ luckily pre* 
vented the various changes of my c<mnte* 
nanee frotk being visible, but the suppo^st 
swdlings of my heart at kst conquered mjL 
ipjritSs and^J sunk back at this, part of hi^ 
T^cital, if not faintii>g M least sens^l^s^ 
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Lord Leicester, alarmed^ united with the , 
terrified EiUnor to recover me ; when fearing 
Hiy full eye» would betray, my hearty I 
vrged indisposition, and besought his excuse 
for retiring to my chamber. He made naany 
apologies for having fatigued me, to which 
Ellinor alone could answer. A^ soon as he 
Left us, giving way to an irresistible impulse 
^ of sadpess, I threw my arms roiipd EUi- 
nqr, and wept bitterly ; her generous tear* 
streamed with mine, and we seemed fully 
to mingle souls without exchanging one 
word. , . • , 

'«^ I understand yon, my beloved sister,'* 
«a^ she, '' and will spare your delicacy, but 
you wanted courage to hear the whole, and 
this lady is bo£ immortal. Think bet|er of 
yourself and your hopes, my deaj- Matilda, 
for ElUnor becomes a prophet in your cagse, 
and says, that Lord Leicester and yo^ wer^ 
borii.for^ach other." / 
; This little sally could not call the smile 
she wished for into my cheek. I was the 
.more hurt at this event, because I bad, 
j^though I know not for what reason except 

G 6 \* ' - ' 
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that we all too readily believe vHiatVe wisb) 
overlooked it in my arrangement -of suppo- 
sitions. I past the whole nighi iw walking 
about my room, and lamenting. ** Heismcu*- 
ried !" I would exclaim; ** that invaluable 
heart and hand are then andther*s!'Oh, just 
Heaven! have I then inherited my mother's 
fate with her features? Is a guilty passion 
ordained to be the crime and scourge of att 
iiiy race? let me at least bury it in my bosom. 
Yes, cried I, with consiqious dignity , I may 
be unfortunate but not censurable:* the 
daughter of Mary shall be worthy the 
Stuart line. When this admii-ed Leieester 
"returns into the world he shall remember 
With reverence this innocent a'Sylam; and 
the family of Howard shall be still dear 
to him. Oh, may he return in safety to 
that most happy of wives! while I waste 
*my y>ith in a solitude only pleasing by its 
having once been bis shelter." S«lf would 
then predominate, and floods of impassioned 
tears wash away every just resolution. Alas^ 
I forget to whom I. am writing; the lan- 
guage and thoughts of lovers must be uni- 
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formly the sfime, and I can only excuse 

these rhapsodies- by observing th^t a 

lender heart tracefl its own emotions under 

the name of anotlier with a melancholy 

pleasure. 

• Lord Leicester, at the usual hour, the 

next day returned his narrative, 

*' The wars in the Low Countries car- 
ried me abroad half the year : and the re- 
mainder I divided between the Court and 
iny Lady. Security perhaps proiduced 
carelessness, and the French Ambassador, 
w'hose Court was interested in depriving me 
of the Queen's favour, as the chief obstacle 
to her appointed marriage wiih the Duke 
of Anjou, . by some unexpected Vigilance 
traced out thte secret o£ tny marriage, of 
which he immediatdy apprized Ellzftbeth; 
Lhad the vexartierti one morning 16 receive 
tjie most marked tokens of her displeasure^ 
for she is but too well known to give an 
unbounded license to her tongue, when-i 
eref her passions am awafkened. She ended 
her virulent reproaches with ordering rae 
immediately to join the army in the Ne-* 
iherlands, and forbade^ ite ever to retorn 
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without her permission. Tbuaderstruck 
both with the discovery and her conduct 
I bowed and retired^ without attempting 
to offer a single word in my own defence* 
The Queen made me however some atone-* 
ment for her violence^ b}' refusing the Duke^ 
when every preliminary was setjjed ; which 
cruelly disappointed the French Ambas* 
sador, 

'^ Ho longer condemned to silence my 
retinue escorted Lady I^icester to Kenil* 
worth Castle as the safest; residence while 
the Queen's anger c<mtinued; and I obeyed 
her in departing for Holland . I soon learnt 
that Elizabeth's chief reason for not recall- 
ing me, was the being obliged to pardon my 
wife^ to whom^ by a most unaccountable 
whini, she had transferred all her resentmentj 
l^nd whom she hoped to punish by continu^^ 
\ng to separate us. The times^ and a variety 
pf reasons^ made our correspondence un- 
cerUin; months sometimes elapsed^ and 
without I sent an express^ I obtained na 
news of one so deistr to me* I was unjust 
enough to impute the difficulties by turns to 
\he Queen and my ^emies ; and piqued aV 
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^Elizabeth's ungeDerous motive for exiling 
me^ resolved to pass over iacognito into 
.Eagland and conduct Lady Leicester in- 
to the Netherlands^ or^ if she was averse 
to that measuxe^ endeavour to appease the 
Queen. 

'^ I executed mj design so happily thai 
say arrival at my own Castle was the first 
news -of my intention, to Lady Leicester^ 
whom I found confined to the house by in- 
disposition. It struck me that her joy was 
nearly allied to sorrow ^ but the tho«^ht was 
laomentaryj find I imputed it to her malady^ 
Her beauty appeared much impaired^ but 
placing the iteration merely to grief for my 
absence it became a new call upon my ten- 
derness« ^e uAd me the terror she wasi 
under of Elizabeth had made her almost a 
prisoner in her own honse^ where she had 
ptssed fifteen months without any company 
except her brother, who had kindly follow-i 
ed her into this solknde to fix her influence 
over an: itng^ernable train of servants to 
whom she was a stranger. I returned Line-, 
xick ev^ry acknowledgnient^ and complii* 
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xnented him with a fine diamond given me 
by the Stateson a former occasion. 

^^ A long absence from this manjiion^ 
where art and nature united to produce i^ 
most the effect of sovel'ty^ mtde it appear 
a mo^t heavenly retreat from the noise and 
bustle of a camp* I passed the aiiernooa 
, in surrey iag. the garden^ and directing many 
peceasary alterations* ' 

'^ Insensibly fatigued beyond beaciiig I 
consented, al- the persuasion of mylady^ ta 
]«UrQ>- aod eadeavoar to vest an^hoareari<f 
in. tiie* evening; I had slept tfev^al^ wh4»l 
my valet, .Jje:Val^ threw opeii-thectii^Uiin^,^ 
and wdth a countenance fiiU of horror and 
intelligence deprecated the wrath siich a 
rude salatatiou uiust necessarily OSccasion. i 
1 *^ Amaxed beyond expmsion IbadeJiim 
oecoUectbimseUV since, whiletfatiBconiused^ 
I' could no}; -rely on his a^counts> howevw 
kind his intention.^ 

^* Pardon nie>^ my Lord," said 4i«^ i^^' thi^ 
liberty your safety rednee6> nAevtt>i t«ke> ^^ 
80ttn4iAg the liriLh'iof^the grie^^oM^iii'Mii^ 
gen|3e I aiuobllged jn duty to (eveal^^'bjii 
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first questioning your Lordship: have you 
remarked that almost all your domestics are 
tjhaftged?'- ' 

** I was struck with conviction by the 
question, though I had not made the obr 
s^vatidn. 

. '* No,'no/* said he warmly, " there was* 
a deyiliih reason fof-that,-* 

** Beware, Le Val/' returned I, " of what 
you would insinuate; for if, without proofs 
you dare asperse—" 

^' I liave but too sufficient reasons, my 
lord,*' added he, shaking his head,^'^ but 
they shall never pass Jthis bosom if yougiv-e 
ati affirmative 'to my next demand. — Are 
'you convinced, my Lord, that man is really 
trotfaer to my Lady wh© is called so?" 
• ^ I hesitated/' . - . ' 

'' Let us hope not," said he, with vehe- 
m'ence, ^^ le3t we shock humanity ; for as 
•feure as one God made them both they ar* 
but too well agreed." 

^' Horror-struck with the idea, my heart 
sicketied, andlnvoluntarily admitted adoutA 
but too many circifmstanccs Cocroborated.— » 
iierlovi of retirementvmight proceed more 
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ffoin such An attachment than regard for 
me— Nay> ev^n her marriage be but ao ho- 
nourable veil to the loosest connexion*. I 
had neither power nor will to silence the 
foos fellow^ who went on with an honest 
«ageriiess-— 

/ *' Of aH the servants long retaiaed by 
your Lordship^ two only remain^ and the 
xeist are a set of angoverned Irish, attached 
.by CountQ^ to bo^h brother and sister. The 
sewer owns he kept his place by silence and 
snbmissionj and dame Margery^ the house- 
keeper, most probably by managing all my 
Lady's secrets. But the sewer will make 
path of my Lady's intercourse with Ltnerick, 
and that, far from wi^^hiog for ^your return* 
they are alarmed at it beyond measure, a* 
my Lady expects every hour to be delivesed. 
Nor is this all.** 

'^ Give me time to breathe, Le Vali'* 
iCried Ij, ^' for this horrible intelligence un- 
mans me." 

' '^ I could not be silent and know you 
wronged, my Lord, though your sword were 
Xo rip out my heart. But I tear the worst — 
I fear lest something is now hatcliingagain&t 
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your fifc> for my Lady is in Margery's roiom', 
directing some carp in the manner you iTseil 
to like so well; and i saw Lrnerick*s servant 
set out for Coventry, from whence he is this 
moment returned 'witb a horse his s|>eed hm 
hair kilkd'/' ... 

« Well, well/' said I, " be assured I shall 
consider over all you have said, and wiH 
Aroid tastmg the dish you mention/' 

'^ Ah, my Lord ! that will only coovinec 
them you suspect their diabolical intention, 
and the domestics of their own placing form 
a little army in the bouse. If my Lord wiH 
hear the advice of hi» servant I have a Way 
to propose which will have no ill conse- 
quence if no ill is meant; if otherwise it 
will Ml only on the contrivers. Another 
dish composed of ihe same ingredients the 
«ewer can place at the bottom of the table ; 
.when the supper is served I will pretend to 
be drunk, and making a scuffle in the ad* 
joining hall, my Lady and her brother will 
naturally take the alarm,, and interfere; ti)Q 
Hf wer can in the interinti change the two 
dishes, by which means my Lady will tastc^ 
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,that of her own preparing^ and mu«t abic^e 
the event." ... 

'^ This plan was of itself so innocejit and* 
w.ell coatrived, that I resolved to atitboriae 
it, ^nd JUe Val, s-gitlafied with bis discovery^ 
retired. He had indeed relieve his miodi 
bat what a weight had He left on woe ! The 
ba^e id^ fiad filled me„with,a thousand hor«* 
rors. £^ry thing confirms u i in eithet lo¥t 
i>r hatred. The silence 6f my frieods when 
jcny marriage was discovered ; the tears ol 
mf wih, her altered .person^ that reo^issBesi 
In writing, for whidi I had in: my'owa heart 
censured the Qneen**^!!^ in short, I sq lately 
thought inestimable proofs of.her Iov« pov 
rose as teiTible presumptions of her guilty 
"and yet, when I saw her enter my chamber 
presently after, and tenderly accuse me'for 
fio long an ^sence^ I coifld have received a 
mortal draught -from her bands with less 
pain tlRin it cost me to suspect her. 

^' The day was closings and the tabit 
coV^ed when 1 entered the Mall, oocasioned 
by my long sleep. Le Val began the pre* 
fiieditated .upro^, and Lady {ieie^ster with 
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h* brolhier flew towafds the door, whence' 
the attendants had before departed, eager 
to encrease tbe^bustle. The faithfhl sewer; 
on whom* I kej^t an- eye, exchanged thrf 
dishes in the manner agreed, and we re- 
turned to the table. • I observe^ to my Lady 
that she trembled, vic^ently, which she na- 
turally enough attributed to the alarm. As- 
suring me that she had herself prepared tlie 
carp she insisted on my doing honour to it, 
and urging her to bear me company, I ac- 
cepted her invitation. An involuntary emo- 
tion made nae every moment ready to pre- 
vent her tasting the exchanged dish, but 
tlie pleasure with which the infamous Line- 
rick seemed to see me swallow the supposed 
death, sealed my lips. Scarce was the table 
cleared when Lady Leicester sunk back in 
strong convulsions. Conscience made Line- 
•rick exclaim, *' poison ! poison !" Every 
common antidote was administered in vain; 
she was borne to her chamber in an hope- 
kss state, and I retired to mine to meditate 
alone. This terrible conviction of the ua- 
happy fate prepared for me on my retam 
itom an exile ^e a:lone had occasioned 
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con%'eried my love into horror and aver&idto • 
She raved xlrciidfullyal intervals, apd per^ 
sbting to the last thai I had poi9oii€d her; 
expired early in the moriiing. Xhe blacks 
ness of the soul diffused itself over the body^ 
and the proof of her i&iidelity becione too 
obvious in her person. 
. ^^ Whether. Linerick's constitution was 
less liable to infection^ or he had tasted the 
carp more sparingly, it was not tiil she ex- 
pired that he found himself aflnected ; bat 
the dose was too deadly for him to escape. 
Convinced by his sister's example that thera 
was no effectual antidote he summoned all 
his Irish domestics into his chamber. The 
faithful Le Val chose that moment to enter 
inine^ and inform me of the consultation, 
which he insisted would produce some fatal 
event, if 1 did not consent that moment to 
mount horses which were ready, and, at- 
tended by him and Williams, set out for 
London ; this step would give me tlie ad- 
vantage of first representing the fact,^ while 
it secured my person from any savage re- 
venge ; the sewer in the interim, by the ia- 
terveutiou of the tenauts^ might seiz^ qjbl 
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fire Castle the moment the riiffiaiis. aban- 
doned it in pursuit of me. 

*^ This aflvice had its doe weight, and 
quitting tli€j Castle by health I rode off 
with Le Val and Williams from my own ser- 
Tants as the worst of assassins, and from my 
home as my grave. It was now day-br^^k, 
and we had not proceeded m4ny miles when* 
froni the top of a hill we perceived a party, 
apparently pursying; having the fleeter 
horses, we kept the advantage for near 
twenty miles, *when, by taking some shorter 
road unknown to us, we saw them very 
near. St. Vincent's Abbey appeared at the 
same moment in sight, which Le Val con^' 
jured me to seek, giving him my cloak to 
mi^l^ad the assassins. We had no time for 
deliberation y i struck into the wood, where 
finding my^^orse *an incumbrance, I left 
him to hisl^nte^ ^^^ vifas endeavouring to 
make my #ay thr<«fl^ the bushes, without 
any certaitity of b^^ right, when I had the 
happiness to meeti«6 fair a deliverer." 

Lord Leicester thus concluded his story ; 
but oh, hpw much of my life had evaporat- 
ed during the relatiloa ! The unconquerable 

5 
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anxiety with which I foUoi^ed him interwove 
my heart for ever with his.; and convinced pie, 
that no disparity of either situation or years 
can restrain the eager sentiments of youth 
seeking for merit. . As the only acknow- 
ledgment for his noble frankness I in turn 
related the little tale already repeated^ of 
our melancholy birth and undecided fate. 
Tears, composed of every melting sensation, 
seemed to fall from my ,^yes on his heart* 
Those fine eyes were teeming with some 
generous consolation, when asud4ea noise 
obliged us ' to separate. Hardly could 
we. regain the chamber, hallowed as Mrs, 
Marlow's, etc Father Anthony joined us: 
the natural austerity of his air, heightened 
by some present chagrin, he threw him- 
self into a chair, dnd preserved a long 
silence ; which, fear of his having penetrated 
into our mystery, prevented my breaking. 
Confused beyond detoription, a thousand 
colours chased each other from iny cheek • 
nor had I power to raise my eyes to my 
sister, who, accustomed equally to love and 
lionour me, seemed, in holdii^ my hand^ ta 
h&Ye gained a. sufficient protection^ 
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. ** U»foiUma*e duWren !" cried he, with 
a deep sigh, '' Heavea baa at last completed 
the cakuaaijix>iis circums<;aaces uuder which^ 
you were horn : destined to an iinprisonment. 
Qs b«tiog 9A your, royal mother's, you have 
b«t the melancholy advantage ofchusingit. 
hctxd SccoQpe is dead i^ the. confinement and 
dia^Vfice with which EUzabeth rewarded him .' 
his lands, hishonom? a> the very spot on whicK 
you s*iLud,. all ave the property of p distant 
relfltiftft, «wid you no^ s^e before you your 
Ofjly friend-^a feeble, helpless friend ; bend- 
ing daily towards tl^t graveyou alone render 
displeasing to him. The moment may yet 
«om(5 when the rights, of your mother. 
wiU a^ceijrtain yours, and all I can do fpr 
jou in the^ inlerin^, is to con.yey you so- 
^ri^^ly intp France, and place you under 
the protection of th'^ family of Guise ^ 
. their prudence or their pride m.ay equally. 
Ul4^c^ them to secure you an, asjlum in a 
ipwji^tery," 

Tj'he terrible alternative implied in these 
words frq^^e up my blood ; and the beatings 
^f p^ h,e>w:t died awgy ; — to becpm^ an f xilc 

VOL. I. H 
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from England — to forget Lord Leicester— 
or to be forgotten by him — to be delivered' 
iiip a martyr to the family of Guise ; |>ef- 
haps by them tyrannically buried in a 
.cloister, a perjured self-coBdemned wretch, 
whose soul was full of an earthly image, 
while devoting itself to its Maker.~A]l the 
arguments and entreaties Father Anthony 
made use of in a long harangue, were lost 
upon me; I knew him to be speaking but by 
the motion of his lips, and offered up to God, 
in my tears, a confutation of all he could 
advance. He left us not till too late for ano- 
ther interview with Lord Leicester j and I 
past the night in an anguish time can never 
erase from my memory — ^pale, unrefreshed, 
either by sleep or dress, I met my Lord 
nej^t morning, more like a spectre than 
myself. He took my band, and expressing 
his surprise but by a glance, kissed it in 
tender silence. I did not dare raise my eyes 
to his, and tears stealing from under their 
lids, fell on the united hands. Oh, how 
jnuch was expressed in the silence of that 
itnoment ! t^ seemed to understand aU I 
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wished^ and at length respired freely. EUinory 
unrestrained by the tender delicacy which 
actuated me^ declared ta Lord Leicester at 
once the fate allotted us^ aiid her utter de- 
testation of it. The eagerness with which 
he -entered into our interest^ bespoke some- 
thing stronger than friendship. A thousand 
times he assured Ellinor of his esteem and 
affection : to nie he said nothing, but press- 
ing the hand he still held, its trembling 
confessed it knew all the distinction. A ray 
of pleasure once more enlightened my soul : 
methought at that moment I could have 
Borne every evil fortune can inflict. No, he 
will never forget m>, sighed I to myself, in 
whatever remote solitude I am again lost to 
bim ; this dreary Recess, the daughters of 
Mary, in their rustic garb and lowly manner, 
will eclipse all the glories of a court, all the" 
gifts of Elizabeth. For the remainder of 
If^is stay, a serene delight, which neither 
arose from, nor can be conveyed by lan- 
guage, animated us alike : the intercourse 
of the eyes and heart took place of that of 
the tongue, and perhaps nothing was more 
H 2 ■ 
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reiHote from our Itkoo^to ihm wbai w« 
conversed aboufc: tiU my I^oid fixed m^ 
.altenltioii, bjr declariog tbiki he would xxi 
lottger intrude on our goodness than till %l^ 
next noriuog* • A sigh ^coqip^ied tlieae 
worda, and » sigh wasmyonlyieply. £UiQar> 
#ho ever treated bim with a freedom iaae-» 
parable from a disinterested regard^ insisted 
he OAigbt not to quit so safe an asylianj 
rashly. He replied^ that be should bnry 
hii^self with m, did h^ not hope to revisit ii 
in a more aeceptable mmo^f. Breakii^ 
•off* at these words with an irresolotioa an4 
timidity which sbevs^ he bad opt sai4 ^i 
be intend^d^ i^fter pausing a few HMHaeaykfi 
he , resumed^ '' Oan yoii pardon^ I^idiest^ a 
friendship perhaps toe officious? but since^ 
your natural s9ppor^> and j^st bope^ have 
failedj may I flatter myself you will h^ve 
the goodness to suspend ypuv resolutions re- 
spectiog the future^ till I caA appear with 
honour again before you? A short time is 
due to clearifig my own fsufn^, for ill 
would' it beqome me to claim tb^ gu^dii^ 
auship of the royal Mary's be^mteeawi i^hil* 



dren, livlitie loaded wkh opprbbrium^/' — 
'He wiis piH^<6eediiig when the txjrugh of 
i^l|«r iA4it(io»j %tftltkd 19^. Hiirdly had 
JSHinof U«ie I0 kad Ri{y Lord *out at one 
49ot^ ere he eafceFed-at another to visrl 
Micis, wb6 hi&A «uiik under the fatigue and 
grief aftencH^ tl^e loss of het mistress*^ 
WMk fta ^rt I had n^vAj leftrnt^ I snatched 
tvp a book> in ^icii I afl^ted to be f»> 
iraf-ied -as 6ot to heai? bkn tU<l at my shoulder. 
•Wiiiiai^l^rt]irh»|ri<H) I arose onhis speak>^ 
in^; mdy a» vsuli^ Wto ^ceding hhli tio 
iAlie6%. oiiai»beo M^sea be oalkd me baok 
in kaMse^ ^vad pokitiag to t^ gromd^ hade 
ime^w him wiiat lay there. But what words 
4)ai) exppe«s the varioaa emotionB which rati 
^throvg^ my ft^mtey when I peroeiv^d k 
.wad ^he pictun^ €ff EVtsskf^, which the' 
£arl had> in Mtiring, soi&eho^ or other 
dropt ! Instead of obeying, I snatched it «p, . 
und a^tenipled tO' hide it in my bosom ; 
wben^ with^ ^rong arm, ithe *'atber wi»esled 
it from vte, and read in my features half 
the mystery: %be name eng^-aved on iit, the 
.d«be> all ^t hiia oi|t of do&ht as {0 the 
H S- 
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owner^ and nothing remained but to learft 
how I had come by it. Without the finesses 
of my sex on the occasion^^^as soon as my 
terrors and tears perqailted> 1 related the 
whole adventure incoherently. With hi» 
customary sternness^ he overwhelgied me 
with reproaches. ^' Rash girl," cried he, 
/'could no human prudence ss^ve theel' 
pid not the lost Sfiint, whom I must evejr 
lamej^t, entomb .feerself merely to preserve 
.a secret, the folly of a baby's curiosity be- 
traiy^d ere her ashes .were cold? What con>- 
'fidence can be placed in the favourite of 
JEluabeth, whose interest it undoubtedly 
^.ust be to flatter those in whose hands bis, 
Jife now is, and then deliver ti^m op to 
exalt himself .by the totad silent ruin of the 
Stuarts? Prudence directs us ratheV to 
scQure ourselves by retaining him forever 
here." 

'^ First, may I perish on the. block wherip 
my father ended his days !" cried I, '^ in^a 
transport of love and grief: let me, oh 
Godi rather be a martyr to the sins of man- 
Jcindj than submit to partake them ! What! 
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he more cruel than the assassins^ from 
whom we saved him? Pardon me^ Fa- 
ther," cried 1, ** recovering myself; bn^t 
you know not the story or the heart of Lord 
Leicester, who, far from betraying us, 
is^ anxious to, become our guardian aud pro^ 
lector." t 

** Such a guardian as the wolf is to the 
hmib," retorted he acrimoniously — ^' who;, 
ob^ who would willingly have the mar 
nagement of youth ! Unhappy child," 
added he,." wilt thou inherit the faults with 
the features of thy mother? an idle weak^ 
Bess like thine undermined all her morals^ 
and left a stain on her life, time never cau 
erase; but if not more virtuous, be at least 
more.prudent." 

** Holdj Father Anthony," cried I^ 
with a dignity which awed even him into 
silence,^' '' nor cancel all the .merit of your 
cares> by a surmise my soul disdains* Far 
be il from me to censure a parent, but still' 
farther be it to deserve the censure of an 
indifferent person, I may have erred, buf 
cmly in- innocence; and the life that beats - 
H 4 
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tvilhin thh bosotti cnn never issoe to li 
nobler purpose than to savt thai of jLcmd 
Ijeicester/* 

Nothing is tnoffe daBg^^reits tiraw to ju^e 
«ft generous and yowiithiftai rmni harAly : It 
titeii is tfoo e^ily acqoftteeL to itself^ arII 
rises against susprtcions it is unconsciotts «f 
Reserving. The shock die Father's ^cmhU 
had given me broaght to U^i, v^tthcfut eae 
idea of shame^ th^t partiality J diwsA har^ 
Ibefore ae1ii)<>>«/^l€dge to wi^ll 

Qcfn ^'mctnA 4>y cay ni«i«»ef t1»at be^ad \ML 
-his itifttieticie o^^ «ie^ Fftttitr iEfiMic»|r 
46€Aie»!i^nided EUincirr to reooniwet «^ Lofd 
ifi^to Ms /pte^mee^ and ne^uested to be left 
^one wirth him. I fhepaitod ia«ft nfitaOf 
tanlly^ but wou\d liot entii'ely exaapeMile 
him. l^e injtffitibe of manhiitd gH^ff-^Eietoo 
4)^uch reason todresd k^he should «ifi¥oi»t 
liofd Leicester, who migiA cmle the m&o- 
vetit m\k the i^lty^ aod ahandoii us e»- 
fcii^ly: -averskms extend bwt too ire^tieiitljr 
through £EiiniIies; uay^ even deocend ff€^ 
^tieration to ;g^Qer«Uon . 

Their conferetice oo^itiaued two ivtbok ' 



Oiout^j while I caunted the momeiirts in pam- 
ftfl expectation ; at la^ FatJher Anftbooy eii- 
-Hered'our room, and bidding El linor enler- 
tein OLord Leicester, desired me to collect 
my spirits, ami Hsten to bitn, 

" However my Mspicions- may offend 
ywi, yottttg Lady," said he, " I will suppose 
it po9sii>Ie I maj'^ know as mtoh of the world,. 
'w4i© have passed my yotitii itr it, ae you wlio- 
have yet heen confined almost to these walls.. 
Well had it beeU if yon bad never gon^- 
'feeyotid. them. WhenXtell yon this Lordl 
Joa have saved dt&miands yoar hand; you^ 
-will indulge a thousand i'omantici9aUies> and> 
'^ee in bi» request a love as blind as yow 
'Own. Perhaps there may be something in - 
*hat: perhaps too he rBcollects tbaty^ur - 
toother is the next in succession to the orowa 
t>f England*— that she may die in prison, 
and that the a^iersion the English evere|i«^- 
let*tain to a 'foreign sway may prevail over/ 
^le prior claim of yourbKolber.Jame*, anii^ 
bis aoAititDniAay be gratified fey a preference 
j^iven to ycfu. Vb^ cruel necessity 'impofledi 
% year unlhfnp^ confidence of iiflaching^ 
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-Lord Leicester to your interest makes it 
needless to enumerate the objections I could 
x^ason^bly urge against your union ; the rc- 
;cent loss of his wife, I find, puts it in his 
power tQ marry you ; you have left yourself 
no choice but to marry him: and never will 
I consent to his departing irom this Recess 
till the contracts I shall dictate are solemnly 
signed, and the marriage . completed in all 
its forms."' 

Imagine, Madam^, my situation during 
this speech—^ — ^Oh, Anthony, thy dicta- 
torial manner then was happiness! in one 
jQioment to emerge from the abyss of despair, 
and «oar into' the regions of bliss:; to find 
that the generous Leicester was willing onc^ 
-more to sacrifice his safety for love; once 
.more to risque a displeasure from which he 
was not yet relieved : to raise me from ot- 
jcurjty — ah ! to raise me to himself ! a height, 
in my estimation, beyond the thrqne of my 
. ancestors ! The fond hope suggested by th^ 
^Father's speech, of one day rewarding my 
Lord's tenderness was idl I remjembered of 
jt. Ci^ownsi and sceptres^ those play-thin^s 
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in tbe hands of love, surrounded me io ima- 
gination, and impassioned tears rolled dowfi 
my glowing cheeks, while I said to myself, 
in the language of Miranda, ^^ I am a fool > 
to weep at wh<it I am glad of/' 

Reflectioii and circumstances a litttle ' 
softened Father Anthony, who saw himself 
on the point of being relieved from a heavy 
charge, to which his impoverished fortune 
and decaying years rendered him unequal.- 
The amiable Leicester joined us, and every 
heart being. lightened of its load, an even-- 
ingof such refined pleasure succeeded, thi\t 
(Could I wish to live over one of my whole 
life I should select'that as the happiest. 

Tiie interest, the honour of my Lord, de- - 
manded his return to Court, and Father An? 
.tbony having prepared due contracts, inr 
sisted on my compliance. His commands, 
,and tlie wishes of Lord Leicester, .added tp ' 
these weighty reasons, over-ruled my sense 
.of decorum, and our hands were united. . 

The peculiarity of the situation can alone 
excuse such a marriage ; but I was born for 
Dbiedien^e. Scarce had the trAnspprts.of ^ 
' H 6 
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•finding my self hajjpygfven p1iicet6 ressm, 
Vhen my motfaet recurred to tny ttvind. Un- 
blest by *ber ina^roti presence^ my nti]>tiab 
«Hrei*e btit half Ivaltowed ; may, litebte^ vi«h 
her consent. I ddBipa)^d miiti 4ffti9^ iMr 
ffifte and ttiine : a kmg cfaptivll^ trffd im- 
jKiired'her beatth^ and no hope xX av^toie 
to b^r i^rrisg. f, aldmo^h pttA ina/strH 
tiAtrowef prisoY)> Jbdietd it ^hcldise tihndft 
"-^very liuman good, atid cotold hut^ coh^ 
isent^tto'end ikiy.dayis in it. 

fist tfhe faotioiir, tte^^lfans of »fy I&ovA 
ordnined oth^rwi^e ; e«v«ry paMhig»boiit 'gf^jive 
^is i^nemi^s an ftdvaiftage. Oiirt- %€rvttHI 
Jann^s hdd b^n '^nt hniiyedidlcty «n IMr , 
tkHu-riage to K<^aUiroylh Gaftle, ^Mifch he 
•infcitrmed us oti ht6 Telurn was m'fhe'pMMs^ 
iMon of the iaith&il tenants, yA\o ^d beem 
4ible, 4}^ all *the servants, to sQcare only 
£>att)e MaTgidry. This detesuMeinslntnietit 
?of n ^perior^B barbarity, more testified- lit 
tbe idea 4>f an irifamoostieath thMft «»y *dise 
^l»eti«e of her crime, allem|]ited >to tend her 
dayis with a i^ftmailt of tbe poifon f)rqiaRd 
•lor her Lo»I | biit 'beiitg ^e^cted^ it osety 
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Supplied a new proof of iier guilt. Tor- 
Uneoted by fear and'despair she at last fomiA 
means to strangle herself in >the Di|^t. Im 
ker ttiy 'Lord lost one evidence of his inno 
eeaee, which made his presence at ConA 
jAaobly neoessary. The family of Lineridc 
having received information of the melan- 
choly eatastropiie ef both brother and sister^ 
from the Irish «ervants^ who had been theif 
Abettors, bad carficd away the bodies^ aa. 
g£ to 'inler them, hut kept them in the 
Itatids of "surgeons^ still nndel^mined how 
^ pr<Kseed. 

Involved m one fate with mylchoe, 1 4<new 
«o fieaoe even in his arnn;; but with inoes--^ 
sant adinoiiftions dcove him froni^mey re^ 
ivBMi^ .resolutely to accompany him : and 
«iMio^gh hifr fcmdness induced him to ur^e 
4ny departure, 'his reason must suggest to^ 
<him all its^danger. Would' Elizabeth, whe 
liad thus resented' bis mavryiiig aBcequal^ 
^^^r 'paraoti fais aspising to her blood i and 
' liow>oo>iild 'We«BUfffieien%:guard from otfaer*- 
a «eeyet my very 'features betrayed to bimf 
AelaaAed 'but by the single wish of passrag. 
loy ^Ufe *iie«r 4^vd Jieteester^ I nettiier asked 
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to be known or honoured by any one bfit 
himself, nor to be greeted by a title only 
endeared to me because he bore it. 

The strong aversion with which I hai 
been taught to regard the reigning Queen 
might perhaps influence me* in this casev 
-Before I gave my hand to Lord Leicester I 
Jiad made him promise never to carry me to 
Court; a promise readily given^ since it per* 
-fectly accorded with his wishes. Nay, in 
this happy union every wish T could form 
seemed to be completed 5 I gained to that 
dear mother (who never left my though ts> 
although I could neither ask her advice or 
XM>use«t in deciding my fate) a powerful 
friend in the favourite of her unjust rival. I 
hoped he might yet be prevailed on to at* 
tempt her freedom; and I already placed 
^nyself at her feet,^ overcome with the idea 
of having been the instrument of her deli* 
verance. Alas, Madam, were it not , for 
guch vague,, imaginaiy joys, how could we 
/exist? All our real pleasures fall infinitely 
short of these ; for the preceding and fol- 
lowing afflictions oblige our reason too often 
|o correct them. But fancy, powerful faiicj^ 



THE RECESS^ &C. 159 

gains vigour from disappointment; and an 
infant hope ever arises like the Phoenix from 
the ashes of the dying one, 
, A week after my marriage Lord Leicester 
departed for Court, promising soon to re- 
turn, arid conduct toe to Kenilworth, where 
he hud previously resolved I should reside 
with Ellinor. He depended less on Eliza- 
beth's partiality than the justice of his cause^ 
and was far from declining a trial, in which 
he was satisfied his innocence Would become ' 
conspicuous. He was sorry nevertheless to 
convince the Queeu that he had wronged 
her confidence only to obtain the most ua-^ 
worthy of her sex, 

. From' his departure I date my entrance 
into the world. I had rather, till this« pe- 
riod, looked on than lived in it. Now I bo- 
gan to feel its anxieties, the painful con- 
sequences of its tenderest ties. Shall I tell 
you all. Madam, that passed in my heart ? 
Notwithstandiag the proof I had receive4 
of a matchless affection, I could not. pern 
suade myself that Lord Leicester would ever 
return* If the .Queen, finding him onpe 
mpfe ftee, and taught his value by his losa^ 



mhould at last resolve to espouse bifti, lioir 
%ott)d a poor girl, aire«dy possessed, 9nd' 
left in a solitude> where 'even the «ew3 dF/ 
'hfe. infidelity coxrld 'not reacfc lier till too 
kite, bow eould flhe weigh tigain«t a crown?: 
Where could »he Irope fot* ju«tiee> when the* 
fiovereigu who swears to firotect, must find^ 
it her interest to condemn her i Overcome^ 
whh this- ftmnidahle -phatjtam 4 gave my- 
■ <8teff iiptfor some days to a despair as vioteprt 
ttsTOylove, This imagination was only in- 
temipted by ancflher not lea^ ifflidtmg.. 
bow, if his. intemt iiv the Qtieeii's beai*t 
bad e«»pired in -his afesehce^, if eqiftiBy of- 
fended at his disobedience and its motive^ 
•be should join wFtlybisetiemiesi His proK)fs' 
api^earing ksaC isatiifacloVy to me than ^im- 
stlf, I feaved it was possible he inight Ije- 
tondemned ^as^'a: criminal, when he was m. 
leaSity ihe devoted victim.. 

One rtf these scrppowtroiis was ms unjnsfc 
|0 the dueen as the other to •fny dear Lord ;. 
and Fttther ^Aiohy disp^M ^hem all by, 
dome letters he brought me. 1 had 'tike hap— 
pifiess to'find Lord Leicester was received by. 
the <%k^ea. "nnth hmdness^ and ilhai ^kte 
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fewaaily of Litierhcfe, per&uaded of hi« kino- 
cenoe, would not prcivoke him to i»afce pub-^ 
Jic tlic jnfauioEs .des«g®of his late wife Jby 
G«iliiig liiitt to a tniai; he hdd tbereibre hut 
one cauUoB to etosefpr^e, vrhieh wsi»y t^ con- 
€eal this ne%r imion ^ith more ofare than tbe 
last; and ^o effeat tbis^ he must deli^ 0^r 
aaeetiiig fen: some litfele tne, kst'b» imioe- 
/diMdiy relirkKg frdm Court diotild k«d due 
^cm'i0id% to search iisto the csmse. 

My dionbta vaoisbsd witJa tiweae proorfe of 

^U« «t^ii^fi. { bad 011% »ow to ctfnitottd 

: wilh ihe invohmtary hm^Fied I h«d 43oiM;»eiiwd 

. Sor the Re«es&. I wsfrivtefied thttmgh leneiy 

^«|»ai;lro«Tit «nr}lhii»ui findsjag nesl in may : Wy' 

. impftsskmed imicy fdicMbd ow lot« wtt^ «be 

'QowPl, ^nd the litencse fnd cocrfeaemcwt I 

Jived VQ bac»t»e snore «nd Jame edrovs. I 

bd^eU wiJsh ^isitoiiishiaeiit ihe ooifeupesQl^ of 

«Ay Aiater^ ami emrieddier a tranqnillhty 1 

^oiild iBtoi harv« r^^Bied hiy h^bsg nnmaf- 

4ried it I coald. . 

Jut khst tbe chappy licmr an'ri^red whei I 
'Vl^^'s to <{ttit tfiy dreitifenieiit. IiiMrd Leicester 
bad projedHed the mode of my departure ere 
ke left one. ibs ¥al and ihiife valet were 4fa|^ 
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only persons in the secret. To all otheft? 
.we passed, for yoang woaien educated in a 
Convent^ who> nol finding a call to a mo- 
nastic life^ came with tbe consent of om* 
fdends to embellish the retirement of Lord- 
Leicester by our musical talents. This tale 
we were well able to support, for my voice 
was a very fine one, and the skill and tas^ 
«f Mrs. Mario w, added to the tuition of a^ 
master^ had taught, me to nuinage ilpro«»^ 
perly. EUinor bad notdhe same advanitrge;. 
. but touched the lute with a delicacy, so ex- 
quisite that we became necessary to each 
other; and as I never sung so well' without 
her accompaniment, she had been so ac- 
eustomed.to adapt it to my voice that some* 
ihing seemed' wanting to either- when the 
other was silent. The passion Lord Leicester 
had^for music,^ in which he was a proficient, 
.gave the strongest probability to- the whold. 
He had paid ahandsorae si»m to accomplish 
the two daughters of his steward in that 
science, and the yx>Hng, women were taught 
toexpectanaddition to their number. The 
time Le Val remained in the Recess, pre- 
-paring every thing for our departure, w» 
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long enough for bim to seem employed in 
fetching us frooi abroad* Lord Leicester 
came severartimes to direct all^ and to sup«> 
port and cbeer us with accounts of the care 
he had taken to render the apartments 
destined to us commodious and agreeable. 
• The Recess, till now, so calm, so tire- 
somely tranquil, became at once full of 
confusion and hurry; the family pictures 
were taken from the frames, and conveyed 
through Father Anthony^s cell^ gradually 
to Kenil worth. 

By what- strange caprice is it, every thing 
seems dear to us the moment we know we 
.must Ipse it! Involuntary tears filled my ej^es 
when the hour of my departure arrived. 
As much a stranger to the wpild as if just 
born into it, how could 1 promise to myself 
years as peaceful as I had experienced in the 
Recess ? Custom has the art of giving charms 
to places f or, rather, it is the people who 
inhabit them.* It seemed to me, as if in 
quitting the place where the dust of Mrs. 
Marlow was interred, I quitted likewise 
her idea: every spot I looked on was 
jnarked by some noble sentiment^ or teor 
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def emotion of that dear ktdy : twt I vrtis- 
Vit^fA to myfeelf^ for I have carried iin my 
hearty thi«otigti every ateoe qf tife> ker f&- 
spectacle iiplage^Biid iiotlitDg imit deatii'caA 
tffiwje it. 

To part irtth those we lorve, is the liio^ 
paiiiftd *sti«tch of humanity t but >¥bat 
can make it pain^l to pait wMi those we 
do not love? Sepanation^ iikfe deal^, 
«ee«s to erase M «he intfividuol wer did 
to^igpi^KUBe «ii^ aodi^Hves ]m» remembi^nce 
but of his obliging actions. We liMt Imt 
iitiAt m Father AnttiDBy; kut could i he 
ibrget wk«t fae mast lose in ifsf ills 
dteelitiing yeara^ a»i ill healtb> Teq^iied 
ttie tendereat atteation; aiftd sa^rely^ tke 
oare ihe had i^bewn in our edutatioa g«ive 
hm a jfa,st right to expect iit from us. Mjr 
£eelin>g8 in this were supeiior to my gister*^?^ 
for lie had been the meaaa of my hf^ppi- 
^aess. I joined my entreaftjea to thc^ of 
^e generous Lord Levee^ter^ to prevail on 
Mm to ireside in a retirement at Keni)^ 
worth: but although he seetared deeply* 
alfected tit parting w^ith as^ lie was inileir* 
tt>iy bent«ii eacfing \m days Where tlioae 



of hi& ^sier enifed. James^ sHU i«i»aMied 
Jbo attead on him^ aod Alice was boftra 
very ill tp- the caFriage wbicb cociyeyed us 
a«ay. 

. We took nalhkig but the ariMinieiits from 
the Recess^ leanDg the furniture jfeady to 
acconuDodate any future unfioytaimtes^ whom 
Father Antbony should think worthy soefa a 
relief. 

It was tha dosk of ihe evening, ere we^ 
larri^edat Kenitwortb Caalle: the steward*» 
wife received us wilh her daiighteKs. — 
Unconscious of our superiority they treated 
us as young peopie^ wh6. sought^ hom the 
geJiefosHy of their master, a comfortable 
8iibs«»tenoe. Although I bad agreed to coa- 
firm this story ^^ I felt n^tyself shocked at the 
freedom they used' from it. I eould haye 
fallj^n to them, hut was ajSronttd at their 
rising to mei -A.httle time however recon^ 
ciied me. It is Lord I^eieester^s interests 
and ^all be aay pleasure, was always my* ar^ 
guateftt with myself. Mra. Hart, for that 
was the aame of this domestic, expatiated 
^fi h^ Lord's; person, charapler, and magoi- 
ficmsee; A^ oifteioasly pointed out theLrioh 
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ornaDieDts of the gallery apartments,, and ^ 
loolced round to,ns every moment with the 
impertioent expectation of seeing us filled 
with the low awe and surprize of people un- 
accustomed to grandeur. The indifference 
with which, we* regarded every thing was 
not a less affront to her consequence; she 
skrunk before it, and passed the remainder 
of the evening'in a cold and haughty silence* 
Her daughters, not more amiable than her- 
self; gloomily regarded our dresses, and by 
whispering, excluded us from joining in the 
conversation. 

Such was my introduction into the family 
it was my right to govern. My heart sunk 
within me : 1 believed myself already fallen* 
to a servant, and neglected by Lord Leices- 
ter. Unused to the circumspection neces- 
scwy, where secrecy is desired, I demanded 
to be welcomed in his arms. I sgjrveyed the 
>yes of my EUinor, fearful they might re- 
proact me for -having innocently degrad- 
ed the daughter of the Queen of Scots ; . 
but that dear girl, too delicate to add te 
my uneasiness, preserved, apparently, her 
gaiety, and dweetly accommodated .herself 
3 
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to the people with whom fortune had 
Qiingled her. 

The alledging. fatigue and indisposition 
obliged them to conduct us to the- apart- 
ment dillotted U9. I should perhaps hav« 
wondered at its richness^ but that I saw 
scarce any inferior. I was no sooner left 
in it with £llinor^ than I gave free scope 
to the tears I had scarce beeti able before 
to suppress. My face was hid in her bo- 
som, when the voice of Lord Leicester 
recalled me to myself. I dried my eyes, 
unwilling even tacitly to reproach him: he 
entered through a private door, to change 
tb6 catise of my grief to joy ; for in his 
presence I hardly ever knew any other emo- 
tion; and the generous anxiety with which . 
he entreated our pardon for the recepti©a 
discretion had obliged him to order us^ had 
something in it so graceful, so ardent and 
tender, that all the pride of my heart sub- 
sided at once, and left it full of gratitude and 
affection. 

W^e wished my sister a good night, and 

then passing through a dark passage, the 

' whole length of the grand gallery, came 
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iaio Loid Leicester's aparlmenU, Iso wEicb' 
every place I ever saw was mean, lie bad' 
asboble spirit^ a spieadid fortmie^ aud «n 
ex<)iusite taste. He kad gceatlj improved 
thiA ancient seat^ Ibe gift of Elizabetb: its. 
finely chosen sitttattcm^ elegant architeciuFe, 
and stqiei b omanients^ made it the model cf 
a tboasand others. The heauttes. divfded 
through the rtfst of the hoiiee iii this aparl* 
ment were uoited; and be gave a proof of 
the attention inseparabk from real leve by 
omitting noftking to eDftbeUiahit, be had ever 
heard me commend. Ab^ MmdaQ;i>^ these 
eae the might; tri&es fh^t to exquisifldij 
fiatter a teodier hearty and form its. m«et 
|)erfectenjpyiBentt«. 
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PART II. 



JL HE communication between Lord Lei* 
cester's apartment and our's was a profound 
secret to all the servants but Le Val and 
Williams, toy Lord's valet; in whose fide- 
lity, after the late trial, he had the most 
perfeot confidence* We were, to keep up 
the farce, presented to Lord Leicester the 
next day, who soon, by his growing dis- 
tinction. Caught Mrs. Hart and her daugh* 
ters to observe a kind of deference in their 
roh. I, I 
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behaviour tx) us. He ordered them to at- 
tend us round the gardens and park^ and 
not to fail pointing put whatever was worth 
observation; and through what a beauti- 
ful vartetj did they lead us J a world in mi- 
niature! A magnificent lake presented itself, 
in whose clear bosom the trees were reflect- 
ed, and round which the sheep and deer 
grazed on rich pastors? swans and water- 
fowk innuinerable played on its surface, and 
an aight in the centre was made highly 
picturesque by •cveral half-seeu cottages, 
and emblems of agriculture. The late Lady 
Leicester needed not to have made a merit 
of remaining withln-these walls,«ince nature 
and art could fiirfiisli DOthing lovely that 
wa^ notenclpstdhere. Several gUded boAts, 
and little vessels, daoetd on the bosom of 
the lakej and added^ by ilie vfirious atream* 
ers which placed upon ihe surfape^ to 
the gaiety a&d ricbness of the prpspect* 
When ^e turned the other way the Gq^ 
thic towersj swelling boHiona, gigantic »ii^ 
tues^ and migestic sweep of the hailding;. 
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made that an object scarce less worthy of 
admiration. 

All our allotted emjiToy ment was to smg tji 
Lord Leicester while at dinner; Ijtrt as ht 
freqaeniTy entertaiired the neighbourrnrg 
Nobles and Grentlemen, a curtain of muslm 
was drarwn over the balcony to screen us 
from observation. In the evening" we some*- 
times fished on the lake : or Lord Leicester 
to indulge in our company, joined rn the 
concert we formed : every day brought with 
it some amusement, and the restraint we 
lived under, kept up, even in matrhnony, all 
that delicacy, and spirit of affection, whicfe 
is, by ease of mind, too apt to decay. At 
last, painful necessity obliged Lord Leices- 
ter to return to Court: he however, would 
Bot leave me with more than one equal in 
the family, therefore directed that I should 
preside one month, and my sister the next ; 
by this method, rendering it hard for them 
to fix on his favourite. We likewise, with 
the steward's daughtersj wore one kind ot 
habit, and busied ourselves in the working 
rich tapestry. ^ 

I 2 
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My own happiness could never erase from 
iny mind the opposite fate of the unhappy 
Queen who gave us birth. She was then 
confined at a place not far distant from Ke- 
nil worth. I had already tried all uay interest , 
with Lord Leicester in her favour^ without 
suqce^s; and so just was his noble inflexibi- 
lity, that at the moment my heart was 
pierced by it, my reason. admired it. '' Ano- 
ther man," would he say, '^ in attempting 
the release of the ill-fated Mary, would only 
forfeit his obedience, and endanger his life; 
and were those all, perhaps I should not be 
able to refuse my Matilda. But remember, 
my love, to these I must add, the blackest 
treachery and ingratitude : It would be, 
viper-^like, stinging to death the generous 
heart that warmed me; Never employ 
the voice of virtue to charm me to vice; 
for what seems a duty in you, would be 
the worst of •crimes in me ; and what con- 
fidence could my wife have in my honour, 
if I was capable of betraying a partial 
Sovereign r* 
} then would urge, my only wish was 
5 
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to restore my mother's liberty, which no- 
thing but an unparalleled breach of confi 
dence could have taken from her for eighteen 
years; observing, her crown had been lined 
with thorns too keen for hereto desire to wear 
it again. . 

- " Ah, my dear Matilda !" he would cry^ 
i ^^ how ignorant are you of these terrible 

emotions, jealousy and revenge ! permit me 
to know your mother's character better than 
you can. She had too much pride and 
pleasure in reigning to submit tamely to this 
iihprisonment ; or even supposing that tired 
of the evils alwaj^s inseparable from a Crown^ 
she should master her just resentment, and 
seeking an asylum for her children, ask only 
to die in peace, her relations would not 
suffer it. The ambition of the house of 
Guise is become a proverb; they would make 
use of her name and wrong^ to shake th« 
•throne of El'rzabeth : and instead of guard- 
ing the Qufeen, to whom I owed a perfect' 
duty, I should have the misery of seeing a 
terrible war devour my country, of which 
I w^s the cause. Who knows, my dear 
I 3 
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MatUda^ if amidst these caiamllie» mj t€m«- 
per might preserve its equality? I mi^hi 
remember, with regret, the fatal advice 
whicji Viad enisled ine^ and you might laaientj 
too late, the <sacriiiciu£ your own baj^inedB 
to a fallacious hope of restoring your mo- 
ther -s. Rem ember Elisabeth is now de- 
clifiiog ; the chances of life may bring .about 
all you wish* — The compassion of the peapie 
bias been kept alive for Mary these aev^oteea 
years^ should we lose Elizabeth, her ^lery 
imprisoaoieQt would turn to her advantage, 
hy £xing her in the* midst of a ]uag4ofa to 
vhich she isthe law&l heir : my sappaskioa 
is not vdgue, &r the example of QiaabeCb 
bexself praves it y^wy possible/' 

Wbat could I oppQse to reasoning so just? 
I could only recojpsmend the cause of my 
dear parent to him who can pull down the 
mighty and exiilt the weak. 

Ev(^ry letter fcom. my Lord was fill^ with 
complaints of die tediousness of the Court, 
and biveathed the very soul of love.— He 
often in treated roe to tell him I was happy, 
and yet when I coujplied, reproached me> 
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Uirough a tender caprice^ foi* beiog so with* 
out him.—Ha required me to enumerate my 
iKMU'ly employments^ and gltbougb half my 
tim« W89 Pi«ent in writing pacquet» to bim, 
9l«vay0 complaiqed of the shortness of my 
leUerJi. He, indeed^ gave me ik> caii^e U> 
retort ; for U appe^ired as if he withdrew 
&am the Court half of hi^ honrs to amuse 
$ae with all the little humourous incidents it 
eontinually fiimtshed. Sut even these had 
Bot ajw«f« the power to eff»et what h^ 
viriietHiiiy fale ajever aUowed me p^r&et 
]iapf>ittet8^ md an evil arofle jq bi« abieoce 
vlucb filled me with the mos4 terrible ap** 
pedalensiimt. 

My lovely sister, who was ever my pride 
and delight, possessed in a peculiar degree 
thatamiablegaiety which leaisens the distance 
<rf rank. From ber fii-st introductba at 
Kenil worth she had given way to aa iacrease 
of spirits, natural from such a change in our 
prospeets, little foreseeing bow great a dan- 
ger might arise from it.— Williams had been, 
raised hy Lord I^eicester to the superinten-. 
dency of the family on the returning to 
I 4 
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Court. He. preferred this man> beKeving 
^hat he would, froat knowing me hh Xady^ 
take care I was treated with due respect* 
Williams had been a soldier, and had con- 
tracted the authoritative air annexed ta 
petty officers, which noade bim in appear- 
ance peculiarly adapted to the post assigned 
him. — 1 must confess; he w^as- never a fa- 
vourite with me; nature had been unkind 
to him, and he had been more u&kind ta 
himself in not softening her severity* He 
was beyond the meridian of life, his personr 
coarsely made, his compksuon swarthy, and! 
his face much scarred; he had besides a 
fierceness of mien which hardly bent even ta 
Lord Leicester, who, of all men,, most emi- 
nently possessed the art of inspiring as mucb 
respect as affection.* 

This man then,.Madani> marked out thu» 
by nature, ventured to raise his eyes-to the 
royal, the beautiful ElKnor— the sprightli* 
ness of her manner abated his respect; and 
he had the insolence to declare his passion ; 
call it honourable, and solicit her return » 
My sister had too much liuderstanding^ not 
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to feel her own fault, and loo much pride 
lo support his insolent, freedom. She left 
him with ineffable disdain, as not worthy of 
a reply ; and came directly to me— -a pre- 
sentiment of some €vil consequence arose 
in my mind at the moment she related the 
insult. I resolved to give Lord Leicester 
immediate notice of it, that he might take 
his measures accordingly, and in the mean 
^ while appeared constantly with my sister. 
But we had to manage a man equally artful, 
and fearless. He had the consummate im- 
pudence to open my letter, and (finding its 
subject) detain it. In the mean time, no 
advice arriving from Lord Leicester in an- 
swer to mine, we remained on the rack of 
uncertainty; tormented by the confidence 
of a wretch from whom there was no pos- 
sible escape, and uncertain even of the na- 
ture or extent of our danger. At last, unable, 
as the wife of Lord Leicester to endure his 
insults, and tired of waiting my Lord's re- 
solution, I took an opportunity of repre- 
senting to him the daring boldness of his 
conduct in speaking of love to the sister of 
Ills Lord, 

I 5 
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Witbaut ajQy emotion or txoofusion be 
pleaded guilty to tl)e cbarge> hwt artfully 
€iideavotg*ed to exculpate hinaaelf from pi^er 
sjumptioa by alledging the rank in whi(;b we 
;appearedj and the siiLjppasltion thaJt we vjere 
jftLsed from obscurity by his I^rd^ who of 
couri^e QOi»ld only enpoble me- — At this in- 
«iiMiaitioa ^U the ptidie of Noflblk.and M^j 
^0im.ated 4»y features, yet fjorXnnateJy re^ 
tollectiog mjself, I replied with moderar 
tM>n ; for tbie villain d»nbtles3 aimed at di«^ 
f^stxioQ hoffx whom w^ realjy jspru^g, 
pi^oe our habitation bad tao probably strudl^ 
bjpi ^s ooiM^aing a ic^nseK(|uential secret. 

I fprbad imx miJldly «¥er to addre;is my 
filter IP tibat Yig^ «««in^ witbowt Xhe ^»- 
prip^atigyci of my Lord, ai34 att^empted tQ 
j^Ure ; when sjipppju^ m^, be badie me r?» 
cpUect that I tallied tp one p^oftse;s«ed of 
more aubbptfi^y in tbe boA^se than mjjself; 
tbiiit I \]ki^i$fi km^ a s^ret of the utmost 
io^prt^ce was in bi&power, and b^ was de- 
t^mieed to m^liie eveiy use of it, in .casp X 
did apt pers^^ad^ my sister to accept him; 
lihai J mv^t ima^ne bim^ a fopl by referriu^ 
him to Lord Leicester; in shorty \i^\^^di 



THE RECE69, &C. J 79 

informing him, be w,as resolved to prev^nl 
hiB arriving at the knowledge p£ the affair^ 
for which reason hie had kfpt back aU my 
last Letters, 

How cruelj Madam, was my situation i 
9^one, without any oieaos of gaining pro* 
lection from tlie remainder pf my «errant«, 
ejcc«pt by declaring a jB£cr£t he kn«w toa 
mil i would never reveal ; to be thu« foraVed 
as well as insulted waa dreadful ! I had yH 
no way of eluding him, since the wh^^t 
family were uader his gev^sraance, aad bii4 
Z offered to write to Lord Laieenter dirough 
auy other channel, I had the greatest rea^[>ft 
to fiear my letters would fall into hie hand^. ' 

By this terrible dilemma were the day« pf 
the Wife of (jord Leicester emfaiitered in the 
midst of aflluenee, in a spoi which might )be 
called the palae^ef pleasure. — ^ThuaaituAted, 
I cpuld only counteract treacliery aod art 
by tile same. I appeared, after aeme re«- 
fiectioa, alarmed ot Ins threats; a(|d morir 
lyiiUog if) f^ri^ard his view« : lexacted (from 
him . an oath net to betray my secret, fo^ 
oa my aide sdemaly vowed never to men- 
1 6 
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tion his^ but io employ my interest with my 
sister in his favour :— We parted with mutual 
distrust^ and an apparent reliance on each 
other's sincerity. 1 performed one part of 
my promise by conjuring Ellinor to deceive 
him* with false bopes^ till Lord Leicester's 
return should give me an opportunity of 
consulting him on the safest way of disposing 
•f (he traitor. It was with much inductance 
she consented^ but it v^ould have been, a 
cruelty unlike her character^' to refuse to 
lighten an evil she was the innocent cause of. 
1 had then only to find some means of let- 
ting my Lord know it without breaking my 
word : for once in my life I was guilty of 
duplicity, and, like Philoctetes, found my 
ecpii vocation furnished a terribly punishment. 
I prepared a letter, declaring the whole to 
JLord Leicester, which I kept in my bosom 
to give, him whenever he should return ; in 
the mean time I wrote as usual, and deliver- 
ed my pacquets to Willianis. The. profound 
silence I observed on this subject probably 
inspired him with confidence, and although 
Ellinor rqfu^ed to marry him directly, the 
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point lie aimed at, the complaisance with 
which we both treated him, lulled him. at 
last into a perfect security. 

Worn out with hourly complaints of this 
>vretch's impertinence to my sister, and my 
fears of the event, I counted, with more than 
a lover's impatience, the days which must 
elapse before 1 could see Lord Leicester. At 
length the happy one arrived which brought 
him, and gave me at once joy and sorrow, 
for who could tell me all its consequences f— * 
Fostered in a Court, where he knew but one 
superior. Lord Leicester had added a per- 
sonal pride to that which naturally sprung 
from the nobility of his birth. The partia- 
lity of his Sovereign, who dispensed, through 
love, with his obedience, had prevented his 
learning to disguise his foibles; it was the 
business of every one to seem blind to them, 
by which nieans he had always been a fa- 
vourite with out being a hypocrite. Those 
- who loved him well enough to allow for this 
error, and a vanity I can scarce term so, 
when I remember the various and numerous 
advantageslie possessed, might do any thing 
with him. Impassioned^ generous, good- 
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natured, and noble, where once be was at* 

tacbed, his fortune, honour, nay life, wooUl 

be risked for his friend; but the few who are 

worthy that tk&jane, too often confined his 

affections. Lord LeiGafiter was too exalte4 

perhaps to be loved. But I digress. Pardon 

me^ Madi^w, when you considef the cause* 

This openness of be/urtgave me j<i9t rea^oa 

lo aipfNrebeod a gttiliy mmi would read the 

indig^^nt eye of my k)ve, and induced me 

to mfftf^9, for soine days, the in^nded dis- 

elp»ure. My preeautipn succeeded; Wil* 

liftms knew the chajracter of hi« Lord, and . 

fiadi^g by the freedona and confidence he 

$tiU testified, th»X I was true, beg;an to rely 

(m my word. A journey 4>n which he was 

iKx:identaUy sei^t, asisisfced me highly, in 

leaving time toxmy Lord to ciooK I laid 

t^ letter on his table om ev^^piftg be&ffe 

I i¥<^nt to bied: Lord ieio^st^r, who was 

in appthjir room, <^tm in a^ler »ie, iKii 

bad w^ half r^ead it when he frigbiien€^ mm 

by hj^ ragt^and indigaatjicm. Had the m&a 

be^m in the house I know not how the 

matter would have ended, but at leBgtb 

my t^W and distress softeaa^d him; ha 
1 
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passed tooidays-afier iii a tlK>ughtfuI masuer; 
I knew noty nor ventured to ask him hisre-^ 
soUitions : at the ttftd of that time he regain- 
^ his tecnper and coinposui;e; be saw the 
apprehej^sions luriiioig fitill in my hearty and 
l)iade JXke take courage^ for he had found a 
waj to quiet tbegi forever. I coiijurfd Wn^ 
^t least to conceal with cagtio© hfe consci- 
ousness of the Skffm's whkb he pro^o^ised, ^nd 
ip a jgr^at' d^r^ ^rforio^^ but whether 
it was that knowing he was apprized of 
it ^nade me fiancy bb maiai^er would i^vealr 
il, i i^annot say ; certm^ it is, I never 
saw hun look 9t pr speak U> tJiis m^a 
afterwaid?, withont feeling my heari sink 
within me. 

Sif F/^ncif Drake, %k tfeijs tisne, for.wjed 
aU J^Ms <Wl^^s9^ian of .£ng}^id;. he bad 
^M«d o^i a la^ge fle^^ 9g9iM>^1ihe l^/iiDi&rd^, 
iritb «r^i^ ^ w^^ ready to mi fwm Ply-, 
mpiith* M«ii»y noibk^en, asud .otjb^^i*^ e(i- 
Q9fj^ as vpjj^n^^eiys, and W ioftpiie n^»)her 
of i^e^ple ja#fteHi}:>le4 f^pm <dl part^ to view • 
ti^M^e^. l/^xd I^eiceirt^, who had ilfivays 
hsm # #^ong friend to Sir Franf^ijB, s^t put 
t9 ^ij^ ]^av@ c^ bjfii^^ aiid ^alATgW <he |.ji au^ 
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of domestics he usually travelled with, for 
the sake of appearing honourably among 
numbers who did not know him. So ardent 
was the desire of all ranks of people to par- 
take the sight, that not a single male servant 
willingly staii behind. — WiUiams had so 
great a relish for these expeditions, that 
he asked my Lord to tf^ke him ; Le Val'g 
sickness keeping him at Keiiilworth, Lofd 
Leicester complied. >A fortnight elapsed 
before they returned, during whic6 poor 
old Alice expired; with her died one of 
the witnesses of my marriage ; Father An- 
thony was still in good health, as James^ 
who regularly came once a month, brought 
word. 

' Lord liCicester. returned, and returned 
without Williams. — Struck to the heart, 
I had scarce strength to enquire what was 
become of him. My Lord asked me if I 
suspected him of having murdered the 
rogue? ^^ I have only' sent him,'* added 
he> with a gay air, ^^ a long voyage, to teach 
him to keep a secret. I knew no other 
way of getting rid^of the rascal. Sir Fran- 
cis has undertaken to provide for him too 
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effectually for my dear Matilda to kaow any 
further anxiety on his account: in shorty 
he is shut up in a distant part of the vessel^ 
the sailors are taught to consider him as a 
madman^ and have neither time to listen to 
his tales, nor sense to understand them, — 
Thus, my dear love, our fears are entirely 
over." * . ' 

. '' Rather begun/* I might have replied, 
for no rhetoric ever after charmed mine to 
rest. — ^A thousand accidents ruin our tran- 
quillity, but it is better to endure their worst 
consequences than -leturn evil for evil. 
However necessary the step the assuming 
a right to sentence this man was too cul - 
pable in my eyes not to make me uneasy ; 
yet, since it certainly was to relieve me that 
Lord Leicester executed the scheme, and 
because nothing could now recall it, 1 
seemed satisfied: Ellinor too piersuaded me 
to be so, from thinkiHg the traitor justly 
punished. 

Before Lord Leicester returned to Court 
I gained his consent to a project I had long 
revolved; this was, to visit my mother — to 
have the joy of being held in her arms, and 
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to be acknowledged by her bJesrijig.~He 
"wuA too anxKHis to indulge all my wbbeB to 
refiuie me in thia iostaoce ; but oot beiog 
able to furtbeit it opeoly^ be ooly gaVe m€ 
n Mi£cieot num of money to bribe bef 
^keepers, md directed Le Val to fttteod us* 

This iMo proved «s faith&l as WilUams 
was the reverse— if at first he respected me 
but as the wife of his master^ I afterwards 
gained an ascendant with faim ftcm my owa 
coflduet, wbiob altodbed him to me aamndi 
as to hMi jU>rd> «iid ivade the mosi esaential 
^ef vices seem trifles in has eyes. £|iger ta 
oblige and obey^ be seemed always ready io^ 
fly hfiore be knew whidier^ and a woti of 
ix^aunendalion warn a snffieimt recompeiMe. 
He was bow in the post of Williams^ who 
was supposed to hsTe yolmibarily embarked 
with Sir Fr ancxs, and the seferet of his fate 
semained wida Lord jUsicester^ my sister^ and 
myself. 

Attended by Le Val, we set out for Co- 
ventry with bea*ihg hearts. We were to 
v'mt, not merely a mother, but an only 
parent, the sole person in whose arms we 
c^Pttld clsim a refuge ^ though noW;, absj far 
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more Me vainly to oSer ber ose. We 
ivere to see that Queen whose matchless 
beauty was her least advantage ; to beh<dd 
her graces wiibered by eighteen years con^ 
fioement; to share in her afflictions^ and 
prove bow dearly the children wbo had never 
known her could love their mother. 

But, alas! Madam, we were not per* 
mitted to realize these vLiions.-—LeVaI found 
her keep^cs too honest or too fearful to suffix 
any utiNuoiger to converse with ber^ aaid the 
^/ privilege money could purchase w«f 
ihat a£ Meing the Quaen^ throng^ a graced 
«rintiow^ take her mco'ning walk in a atof^i 
j^dan. Oi^erirbd»ed wkh despair at tbifi^ 
newa we yet embraced ifae only indulgence 
Wf could purcliase«— But what did we noi 
think that faithless woman deserved wi>o 
thus treated her equals her relaiion, he^ 
friend! We wer^ conducted to the win^ 
dow, where we were permitted to remain 
without attendants ; we saw her come down 
the walk— but oh, how changed, and yet 
bow lovely ! Dump rooms had weakened 
her limbs— her charming arms were dirown 
round the necks of two maids^ without whose 
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assistance she could not move— a pale re-» 
signation sat on her still beautiful features : 
her regal mien could not be eclipsed by a 
habit of plain purple^ nor her fine hair by 
the veil which touched her forehead.— Her 
beads ^and cross were her only ornaments^ 
but her unaffected piety and patient suffer- 
tirice mingled the Saint with the Queen^ and 
gave her charms bej^ond humanity. Our 
emotions were too rapid arid strong for de- 
scription; we wept — we incoherently ex- 
claimed — and striking ourselves eagerly 
against the bars, seemed to hope some super- 
natural strength would break them. .More 
afRicted at seeing her thus than not seeing 
her at all, I could neither behold her for 
my tears, oar resolve to lose a look by in- 
dulging in them.-^She drew near the spot 
where we stood, when our hands, wnich we 
had thrust, in supplication, through the 
bars, caught her attention — She raised her 
fine eyes, with their usual divine composure, 
to the window-^^ 1 would have spoken^ 

, but my lips denied all utterance. Alas! that 
blessed — that benignant glance, was the 

, first, the last, the only one we ever, received 



\ 
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from a mother .—When she withdrew her 
eyes she carried my very soul with her; all 
strength failed at once^ and I sunk in a 
swoon in my sister's arms. 

Suspicions of this nature made it danger* 
ous for my Lord were we frequently to ap^ 
pear there; yet this momentary' view had 
awakened sensation? which^ though less 
strong than love, were equally lasting, and 
which empoisoned my hours in the bosom 
of happiness. Bitter tears upon the cheeks 
of my Leicester, when with fond endear- 
ment he would strain nie to his heart, alone 
spoke my thoughts, and I sacrificed the less 
to the greater duty— EUinor, my dear El- 
linor, was on this theme my only counsel- 
lor, and we spent days in forming a thou- 
sand projects, weeping every evening at dis- 
covering their impracticability^ The, fre- ' 
quent absences of my Lord left me top 
much leisure for this melancholy em- 
ployment; yet the ardour of his passion 
made him chuse every opportunity, how-* 
ever short, to be with me, and I trembled 
lest ibes^ incessant journies should attract 
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the notice of Elizabeth^ who had been fbr 
som£ time m^sposed, and of course raoye 
aliv» to any iiwitfeefittion of her favonrite. 
But Lord Leicester had not been wscrf to 
controul^ and flomctimes impQted hints to 
kidrff»eiice which arose from the most ge- 
»efoii6 mo4;i¥fs> for my life was without any . 
; cnjoyfiienl in his absence but the hope of 
se^ng. him a^n. Wb#n he was away I 
wandered wearily throtigh every room, and 
tatw only a magnificent soKltide ; birl when- 
erer he aj^ated joy and mnsic animated 
the whole ftrarrPy ; every apartment seemed 
to have found its gnest, and every servant 
the happy subject of his duty. 

To excuse his frequent absences to th^ 
Queen my Lord avowed a passion for bunt- 
ing, with which his eondrret so Kttle agreed, 
tkt9d he shut himself up in Kettilworth Castle, 
and seldom passed beyond his own walls. 
Conscious that this must in time be observed, 
we leatttt to ri<ie eypertly, and often obliged 
him to accompany us in mare prudence. 
To preitent ourbeing too nnrch' fatigued my 
liOFd generaJfy ordered a tent to be pitched, 
with refreshments', in the forest ; and one 
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Biornkig, finding myself ill, I qwHted the 
cbace alfiiost directlj, and vent in search 
of our resting^ i^ace, gnided by a huntsman, 
as ignorant of it as myself. Anaong the 
closest and most intricate paths we eneoun* 
tered a gentleman on hforseback, attended 
hj many serrants; to make Tray f6r us he 
<»dered his servants to return, and dismount'' 
log, bowed, and remained nncovered while 
we passed.— Addressing tb^ man who at- 
tended OS he elderly enquired for my Lord 
— the qaestioD, i knew not why, alarmed 
me; I turned instantly to examine his 
£eatures, and my hoirse continuing his pace, 
struck my head against an ami of a tree 
with so much violence that the reins drop! 
from my hand, and the stranger was just 
quick endugb to c»tcb me. I fainted : one 
of bts traiia ofiened a vein in my arm, which 
instantly revived me, and 1 found myself in 
ib^ strainer's arms, who pressed, with move 
than common concern, the bond be held. 
Confosed and perpJexed with this accident, 
I endeavcHured in vam to withdraw it, and 
fl«eiog my haior bad Mka m its nsua) cnrU . 
grvcr ay neck, looked about for my hat^ 
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which yti hang on the bough that ftthick 
me* Regardless of every intreaty I per- 
sisted in mounting my horse and returning 
instantly, after I had rendered him every 
acknowledgment his active politeness me* 
rited« He replied with such peculiar gracer 
and gallantry as gave me a great desire to 
know his name, but his profound attention 
rendered it impossible for' some time: after 
which the huntsmah informed me he was 
the nephew of Lord Leicester, Sir Philip' 
Sydney. His appearance confirmed the 
agreeable impression made by his character^ 
and/ I only regretted, being introduced to 
him by a vexatious accident which seemed 
too much to possess his mind. Engrossed, 
by these reflections, tdthough, I lay down it 
was impossible to close my eyes, when the 
abrupt entrance of my Lord roused me com- 
pletely. Extreme vexation and disorder 
marked his air, and without the least en- 
quiry into my hurts he threw himself into a 
chair by me, lamenting the malice of his 
fortune. Alarm^ beyond measure I started 
from the bed, and kneelm^ at his feet, con- 
jured him to tell me in what new instance 
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lie had reason to complaih.-^*^ Matilda/' 
aaid he, fixing his eyes on me with a sad in- 
tentness, ^^ the Queen approaches. "—M^ 
heart died within me at the words ; his stip- 
porting ftriAs alone sared me from falling t<> 
the grotind, and his caresses from fainting. 

*^ I know her well," continued he, '' and 
have every reason to fear we are betrayed. 
The sabttlty of approaching without an 
express, cdnvinces me thai she suspects at 
least some charm in Kenilworth I dare not 
avow. I had always purposed, in com- 
pliance alike with my promise and my 
safety, to convey you to the Recess in case 
this event happened: but now I fear the 
apgiearance it will have, alike to my own 
servants and Sydney's companions, who 
are all of the Queen's train, and but too 
mtioh struck with your beauty. — On^ ex- 
pedient alone remains-^tell me, my love, 
may your Leicester hope to triumph over 
your biecoming pride, your just resentment? 
—Will you condescend to appear before 
HSzabeth in the same hunable Hght in which 
yon have hitherto appeared ; and, forgetting 

VOL, !• K 
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awhile she has been the persecutor of your 
f^mily^ will you consider her only asthepa* 
tronesff of your husband?" 
. " I will forget every thing, cried I, in^ 
a transport ^of tenderness, which interferes 
with your safety and satisfaction : too hap- 
py in having something to sacrifice in 
proof of my love, I will be whatever 
you wish — as the daughter of Mary, my 
^oul rises against Elizabeth; but, as the 
wife of Leicester, I ought to know no 
pleasme except bis; nor have I had, till 
this alarming moment, a. merit in submis* 
sion. 

^^ What are the ties of marriage^" said 
my Lord, the tears mingling on our 
cheeks, *' to these invisible ligaments of the 
Boul ! I can so little bear to be surpassed in 
geEferosity, that I can hardly refrain from 
> leading you to the Queen as her hostess^ 
and charming the Court with^tbe sight of a 
wife^ who is my sole pride qind everlasting 
pleasure." 

Precious, inestimable moment of my 
life, when the warmth pf my heart wa^ 
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,*o fully displayed, so gloriously answered! 
— Ah, Madam, Lord Ldcester had the rare 
secret of governing a generous mind. 

The same considerations prevailed on 
Ellinor to give the same consent, and the 
short hour previous to the Queen's arrival 
was spent by us in schooling our eyes alid 
hearts, lest the spirit of the injured and 
pride of the noble should betray all.^— Ap- 
prehensive too, lest the similitude my features 
bore to those of my unfortunate mother, 
might strike some idl^ observer, I departed 
fronaher mode of dress, and letting my hair 
curl more over my face and neck, en wreath- 
ed it fancifully with flowers; then mixing 
with the villagers in habits resembling theirs, 
we waited to usher the Queen into the great 
halli by strewing that and the inner court 
with aromatic herbs. 

The amazing hurry produced by this un- 
expected visit, had not subsided, when the 
cannon proclaimed the approach of Eliza- 
beth. A faint sickness came over me; mj 
linibs were scarce able to support my weight, 
aud my eyes hardly served to guide my steps. 
K 2 
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My nafnre shnddered at her, and iTie sprrrt 
of Noi'fofK trembled pToutfly ^rithm me. 
Most fortnnatcly confounded tritb the gay 
cavalcftde, I iooh had performed niytask, 
and retrred without once fixing my eyes 
on her face. I struggled mtreh vritb my- 
>s;eff, and regained a tolerable share of edrri- 
posurc ere her dinfter tras served, at whrch 
tre vrere, as. usual, to sing. Concealed 
from the public gaze, I had now an oppor- 
tunity of examining the Queen. She was 
talking to my Lord, who waited behrnd her 
chair. Though tte features of Elizabeth 
retained potbing of her mother's sweetness, 
they were regularr ; her eyes were remark- 
aWy smtiU, but so cl'ear mtd quick, that they 
geemcd to c6mprehend every thing with a 
single glance ; the defect in her shape taking 
oiF all real Majesty, she supplied that defi- 
ciency by an ex'trerae hatightiness; a severe, 
satirical smile marked- her countenance, and 
An absurd gaiety her dress. I could not 
but snppose foreigners would imagine 
that Queen owed much of her reputation 
t© her cotraseHors, who could disgrace 
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her venerable years by a bare necjk and a 
false head of haiy ujude in themosl youthful 
fashion. Yel, uader other ci reams tan cegy 
the scene would have been chanoiag. The 
ball enriched and adorned with fine statiies, 
tapest/y, and purpje fringed with gold, the 
Ijligh arclicd Gpthic wiiuiows, vvhieli being. 
throwp opejQ, gaye a beantifui view of the 
^ke^ covered with newly ornwie^^t^d boatSi 
Atrnck t^e Qveeii witjli admir^tioji; while 
the wiuease earoutf of royal s^tt^pdants, ajjd 
abov^ a^, th^; profound respect pf many oi 
the nobles,, were eights uo le§^ new to pifi* 
]E tvirned my pyes lound to discoyer Jf ^mojgig 
theiu I could. fiad any to compare wilb 
JLord Leicester. Where, ah where, coul4 
th^y ^select his ^qual ! Stifle^ an:jjiety gave ^ 
redoubled glow to his cheek, and his ex- 
pressive eyes pierced tlirough the veil wbicli 
hid us from ail others. Dinner .removed, 
the music began. The usual pieces played, 
a .silence ensued only interfupted by my 
voice and tlae lute of my sister. Am-dzement 
seemed to transfix every beholder, and all 
eyes pursued tliebent of Lord Leicester's. — 
K 3 
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The Queen dropt a peach she was parings 
and speaking with warmth to Sydney, he 
replied with an ajr so enlivened as shewed 
bis heart was in the subject. Scarce had 
I reached the conclusion of the air, when 
the curtain was drawn aside, by the offi- 
cious Sydney, and we stood exposed to 
the view of the whole court. Over- 
whelmed with a thousand sensations, i 
dropt the book I sung from, and Ellinor 
bent over her lute with a beautiful modesty. 
The various exclamations of the noble* 
men might have flattered our vanity, had 
we not been continually told any thing caa 
make^ to courtiers, the wonder of an hour. 
That fM;'al moment wxis sure the critical one 
of my life.; it awakened dangerous suspi- 
cions' in the soul of EKzabeth, endless 
anxiety in the man in whom my life was 
bound up, and a passion in the heart of ano- 
ther, the cold hand of death alone could 
extinguish." I mean the amiable Sydney : 
charmed at finding in the person who charm- 
^ the whole court, those features indelibly 
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impressed on his memory/ he delivered him- 
self entirely up to his predilection with a 
generous warmth. - # 

The moment I could recollect myself I 
considered the Queen attentively; she sat- 
in the pensive position into which our ap- 
pearance had thrown her; sometimes siu- 
Yeying us with deep observation, then^ with 
a keener glance. Lord Leicester. I laboured 
to suppprt the painful examination with 
composure, but the care defeated itself, and 
involuntary blushes covered my face when- 
ever I became the object of her attention. 
The indifference the Queen expressed to- 
wards the music obliged every one else to 
be silent on the subject, and we soon ob- 
tained permission to retire, Sydney, who 
was the messenger, overwhelmed us with 
apologies for the share he had in our crtn- 
fusion, although by the command of his 
sovereign. I had perpetual reason for re^ 
senting his officiousness, but Sydney was 
not born to be hated. To exalted generosity 
and the most manly courage he joined ele- 
gance, refinement, and a temper superiar 
K 4 
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tx) evjeuU. Yes, gallant Sydney;, t)ii» nobi* 
jtistice Matilda Qwes thy virtue(§— of all 
her misfortunes^ that of becoming thine 
touched her most deeply. — Our apparent 
Rtate of ;d^pende»iee never pnc^ induced 
JSir Piiilip to forfeit that respect a niaa of 
merit owes to himself ;— it only united ta 
thp politeness universally di|0 to the sex a^ 
aflfecting deference which dignified Hs oL* 
jeet. A husband less adored tl)an I^rd 
Leicester might with reas^^^n hav<^ dre^fi;d 
such a riyal. — IJidpigiit aJiW^ g«*ve ^ ijif^ 
freedom of cQippajing ppiaio^p^ and I §JIW 
with unspeakable regrel the pe^ee of my 
Lord* destroyed d^iring ihi^ visit, A M^ 
piession be eoqld bftfdjy fiocount fpx filled 
up th^ ifitervaU we parsed together ^ and 
instead of employing them in forming %iiy 
reasonable plan, nothing remained of all 
our mutual tpnderpess but silence, Mgb«, 
and tpars, 

Elizabeth, in defiance of time and undefr 
sunding, indulged a romantic taste incoa-r 
u^tent with either ; aiyl, not satisfied .with 
i=e»l pre-eminence, affected to be defied by 
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fije flattery of verse. The Lady of tlie Laie " 
was the title she chose to be know^Q by heie,. 
wd nothing art could invent qr wealth pro- 
cure was wanting to render tlie vaiious 
pa^^eants coinplete. ^ boat §caoped jiike -^ 
dtiell>* and enclosing a throne, conveyed hjex 
to the aightj ^bere I and wgaiy wjore^ bxi- 
tited like Nereids^ w^ted to receive her> ^nd 
n&hering her tp a grojLto inlaid with §hell$ 
and looking^gla^s,. we presented her^ iii 
jb^skets made of ?ea-weed, p»ear), cma), aoo^ - 
her, and evexy jewel gf the \yater;. wjxile 
th^ pjace resounded with panegyrics so k-- 
boured-and misapplied that it was with dif J 
ficulty we forbore sinijing at the gravity wilh^ 
whi.ch she listened to them, 

I fpnnd> with surprke^ tl>at Lprd Leice^tei:' 
fe^^red U>e eyes of every indifierent sjiecta 
H)x vvpnld penetrate tluough a mystery Eli- 
iiabeth only had an interest in devdop^ig. 
It is the comn^on weakness .of humajinty to 
l?end,Ae aUentioA solely to minute obje.cts,, 
wJiUe the leading oijlcs come upon us totally 
unawares.— I, on-tlie csontrajy, fjancied my-- 
sclf ^very mom^ent surveyed with a haish^ 
k6 
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air by ati inflexible imperial rival. — Every 
lady of the Court, tinder the pretext of 
seeking out intimacy, continnally sounded 
EUinor and myself -on our real condition; 
and the timid incoherent manner in which 
we answered gave me the most mortal fears 
of their employer,— -Abject slaves to the 
Queen^s amusement, she kept us continually 
in her sight, and without d^eigning to open 
her own Kps, seemed to tempt us to com- 
plaii> by eternal whims. In those moments, 
love, shame, and apprehension spoke a lan- 
guage intelligible in all countries in the 
features of Lord Leicester ; and EHzabeth, 
having doubtless assured herself by these 
artifices that there must be something to re- 
veal, left her train at one end of the gallery, . 
and retiring to<he other with* my Lord, in^ 
terrogated him, as I instantly conjectured. 
— ^The fate of my mother now arose. more 
strongly to my mind. '* Ah f why,'* thought 
I, '* did I leave the happy solitude in which 
she placed me, only to ruin the object of 
my affections, and deliver myself up to ati 
inexorable tyrant, who can wreak her caalice 
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without even being suspected !'' While thus 
lost to the surrounding crowd, ! observed ^ 
my Lord reply to her eager questions with 
hesitation and anxiety ; as he talked he fixed • 
his eyes on me with the uneasy air of a per- 
son who wishes, to convey through them 
what he is hopeless of making you compre- 
hend any other way. I resolved to prevent 
an error on my part by a timely retreat, 
when suddenly speaking aloud. Lord Leices- 
ter advanced towards us: — ^^ Mark wellall 
I say," said he in a whisper, leading me and 
my sister to the seat of the Queen — ^^ I 
shall more surprise these children," said he, 
'^ with the knowledge of their origin than 
your Majesty — it is.needless to give them 
the reason [ have laid before you for this 
secrecy; it must be a sufficient honour and 
pleasure for them to find themselves daugli- 
ters of the house of Dudley, and objects 
of their Sovereign's gracious patronage." 
Seeing him bend his knee, ours, stubborn 
and reluctant as they were, gave way, and 
we kissed the fatal hand she majestically ten- 
dered. Liforming us that she added us to 
K 6 



204 THE RECESS, &C, 

her train of njakls of houour, she bade u» 
te ready to ^et out with her on the morraw 
towards Loudon. — Lord Leicester, charmed 
with ^having eluded all her suapicioQs, dreamt 
not of the snare he bad wound round his 
own heart in yieldmg us up to Elizabeth, 
whose consumtfiat^ art had induoed her to 
give apparent credit tp a most iiuprol^hl^ 
fiction, merely to place us beyoad bin 
reach, which she could no other way hav^ 
effected. 

The hour of r<?st enabled him to open all 
bis heart.— I understood that Elizabeth 
had addressed him iii so deqisive a maiiQ€r 
on the conviction- of our being born above 
our present rank, that he could not hope U> 
«ave UB from the most menial degradations 
but by a false conBdence; Heaven had sud* 
denly inspired him with the idea of a possi^ 
bihty that his brother, the Lord Guildford, 
might have married Lady Jane Grey a 
twelvemonth ere tlie two politic D^kes of 
Suffolk and Northumberland thought it pru- 
dent to appear leagued : during whieh time 
be declared the unfortunate Lady Jane gave 
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bii'di to us both: the saine policy h^dia* 
ducecl them to conceal this event till the 
Suffolk family should be established oa the 
throne, and that hope being for ever de- 
feated, prudeqce still buried us in oblivion; 
•"^-finally, that the secret rested now only ir^ 
his own bosom, from whence his attachment^ 
to Elizabeth would never suffer it to tran- 
tpire, and that if the Queen atill wished to 
jtf^tronize us, be thought it would be prudent 
to let us imagine ourselves bis own illegiti- 
mate daughters. — ^To all tliis Elizabeth re- 
plied little, but suffering bim to settle it 
bis own way, persisted oply in taking ue^ 
fyom him» 

Hef mode of conduct convinced me 0$. 
once that she utterly discredited the whole 
of ihisdctioa; which placed us, by another 
branoh, ^lu^ogt as near to the throne as we 
rejjly stood. Would not a je(ilo\>s, selfish 
saul, like hers, have demanded dates, facts, 
te»t*UBonials> and witnesses? Would she no^ 
have mad« u^ und?r|^o the h\e ^ JUidy 
Catherine, the l^jil heir of the liouse of 
Sugblk, whom, by a barbj^rous, uafeminine 
M9t of jpower^ )»he had tprii ^cm tihe most 
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near and sacred of human ties^ and con-* 
demned> even in the bloom of youth, to a 
solitary life of imprisonment, only for hav-. 
ing dared to become a wife and mother? 
—Would not, in a word, all the fury of her 
temper have blazed forth^ but that she me* 
ditated a more safe and silent rujn f 

Unwilling to add to the anguish of this 
moment by one surmise, I threw myself into 
his arms, and silent, speechless, strained him 
to my hejyrt — supplicating, mentally, that 
God who alone could protect us. No lan- 
guage could have affected Lord Leicester 
like this conduct. — He accused himself of 
having meanly considered his own safety ; 
and we were obliged repeatedly to assure 
him that we thought he had acted with the 
most consummate judgment ere we could 
reconcile him to himself. '^ Surely Matilda 
thinks me a sufficient sufferer,'' cried he, 
'^ in losing the charm of her society? — Can 
I have forgotten that I dare no longer in- 
dulge even my eyes with her beauty ? — Can 
I have forgotten that, all other, men may 
freely adore her, and that her happiness is 
not more in the power of Elizabeth thao 
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mine is in hers ?^— Did I not know that the 
Queen would willingly punish her whole 
race with the celibacy she imposes on her- 
self, I should doubt her protecting the pre- 
tensions of Sydney; but she dreads too 
much multiplying claims to the crown, and 
I alonejshall be persecuted with his passion. 
— Pity my situation," added he, '^ and by 
an uniform coldness dash his presumptuous 

hopes. How do I lament the fate which 

involves the fair Ellinor in calamities the 
same motives cannot reconcile her to ! but 
since her choice and affections led her into 
the world I rely upon her generous soul to 
support its evils with prudence and patience. 
— ^This will be our last conversation for some 
time — only one caution let me recommend 
to you both — ^make no confidants, cultivate 
the friendship of Lady Pembroke, and never 
forget that you constantly act under the 
eye of a haughty, jealous, and revengeful 
Sovereign." 

Needless admonition ! Could a daughter 
of the Stuart line cease to 'dread and hate 
Elizabeth? — Could a wife too, who saw the 
life of a man she loved depended on hen 
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prudence, for oo^ noomeiit dare to sb^\¥ sfa^ 
did so ? 

Coodejgwied to mingle with the world, I 
untered it with presage* so melancbQly a$ 
shewed my future fortune. — Witbput daring 
%o testify my grief even by a look, I departed- 
froin that ho^pitAble m^n^on in which I had 
yaJQ.ly pi*omi$ed n^yseif long years of yn-i^ 
ap^akable happiness. — I departed without 
j^y I^rd, jandin so doing experienced every 
misery pf Iqve and depepdance.. Ah ! how^ 
w^ak Af6 those wretches who look ug to us- 
with wonder, cried I mentally, as we pa.ssed< 
thrwgh every town, did ye know the break- 
ii)g heart this splendid garh covers !*— did ye 
feel the galling chain which withes round 
it, and deepens my cheek with destructive 
beauty, how would you bless the graciou3^ 
God who gives yoju peace and ignorance! 

Received, acknowledged, and adqairedi 
V£ soon became familiar appendages to £U* 
zabeth; nor had any hopes of ficein^ wx< 
bondage eoad but with he*' life. U was i;iot 
llje l^ast of my evils that f involved .my. 
ElUnor in tiiis calamity^ whidi love of me 
€;ould olope render ^^ppQr t^hle« % a capr^^ 
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for which there i« no accounting, Eli^abeth^ 
wbp^se eyes were ever watiphful apcj heart 
suspicious, bent both for ever on ElUnor; 
who endured ffom her, with i^ilent tndigna- 
tioQ> a thousand passionate extravagancies. 
Conirajry tp l.ord JLeice^fc^r's icka, I plainly 
perceived that she encouraged ewei^y pre- 
tepder to either, obviously lo develope the 
i^y^t^ry she easily discerned through hi» 
faloe confidence.T-Tortured with the passion 
of Sir Philip, I found all my rigour could 
nol; extinguish hopes thsQu^n patronized, 
ybi)^ hoxA Imce^ter'a confidence seem^ to 
cQfiir%cii, in proportion as it beoaoie diffic^t 
Sm m» to partake of it. 
. The fair Pembroke attached herself par- 
ticularly to Ellinor, and Rose Cecil, Lord 
linfleigh's second daughter, pro£eftsed aa 
^nb^uaded friendship for me. I had so 
great a deference to tiie command of my 
I^ord as to withhold mine till tJQie convinced 
ijue too feelingly that alie was incapable of 
abusing it. She was almost a stranger at 
Court as well as ourselves, and brought up 
undjer a mother who abhorred it ; tlie death 
of that mother leaving her lo the care of 
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ah ambitious father, he flattered himself 
that her beauty would win her a husband of 
merit ere she had gained courage to assert 
her own choice. He was not mistaken in 
the first, opinion: the tender bleoni both of 
her mind and person attached to her a thou- 
sand hearts, but though in all other in- 
stances compliance itself, in the article of 
marriage she refused to obey even the Queen^ 
who consequently hated .her.- This sad con- 
formity of situation both were at libertj'' 
alike to lament, and with the candour inci- 
dent to youth, I found it difficult to limit 
my lamentations. Our situations and tem- 
pers made us alike cultivate an attachment 
with Lady Arundell, Sir Philip's eldest sister, 
who had long since retired to a seat of his 
on the banks of the Thames, upon the im- 
prisonment of her Lord. With less shining 
qualifications than her more fair -and for- 
tunate sister. Lady Arundell possessed a 
Roman strength of soul. Beloved from 
childhood by Elizabeth, she might have, re- 
mained a favourite, even while her husband 
was a victim, but. she inexorably insisted on 
sharing his prison, and when it soon after 
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became his gjave, retired in an honourable 
poverty, and owed her Uttle income to her 
brother's, bounty. — ^Thus, in innocence and 
hallowed widowhood^ passed the days of 
this amiable woman, who now enjoyed that 
first and last of human pleasures, the seeing 
herself surrounded with friends, although 
she had only merit to attach them. 

The resentment of Philip the second of 
Spain broke forth at this period, and em- 
ployed every one's thoughts; more especially 
the Queen's, with whom love was ever so 
subordinate a consideration that I flattered 
myself Lord Leicester would chuse this op- 
portunity to plan our future meetings, and 
a little relieve me from the insupportable 
tortures of perpetual hypocrisy. 'When 
now, to complete my evils, he for whom I 
tenounced every distinction due to my sex 
and birth, he in whom my soul was treasured, 
regarded me with coldness and disdain. I 
examined my own heart. It did not make 
me a single reproach ; but the knowing I 
was wronged could not restore my peace. I 
began to dread that satisfied love had given 
place to ambition j that considering me asi 
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the only bar between himself and Elizabclb 
(who hccame mor^ aajd loore gracious U> 
him) he vainly regretted he had made me 

BO. My hatred to tlie Queen redoubled^ 

although sh^ treated me mucli better tbaa 
my si$ter, q^ $hi@ always conceived EUioor 
bia f^vourite^ bec^u^e the vehicle of his sf a* 
timents to me : yet^ thoqgh his dispkasmre 
was strongly m^rked> i( (iH uo( ^nng 
Ump, lAdifi^reQce;. fpr ^% th^ sao^ tii^^ br 
ipar^fttUy avoided piy conversaii^ Ji# mm^ 
;u^ntly watched my actions^ and was alw^yf 
in my view^ wi$hf>^t ever bei^g in wy ir««5br 
rr-l% was iKppos$i^ not to disc^i^n t^a^ ^ 
must h^ jealous; h^^ alas, ^nspicjoa ^qgn 
ipakes the cau«ies it seeks. My blushes #nd 
the disorder of J^y air wbejgi any supposed 
lover addressed me confirmed his fatal pre*- 
j^dice^ and the impossibility of finding ai)' 
opportuJiUy to stcquitmyself almost distracted 
me^ Fortune, shortly after, ^dded tlie only 
aggravation my fate admitted. 

The fair Hose Cecil, whoge attachment 
{ have mentioned, had insensibly engaged 
iny afFectioqs 6y the warm tli of her own. 
The pleasure I took in discouti&ing about 
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my Lord, made me overlook fot a time, 
that she was equally tmweaiied of the 
topic; bnt the eager manner in which 
she revived it, while increasing sorrow 
burred his irame in my heart, at last opened 
my eyes. I ob^^rved her more closely, I 
ftnw the strong affection which impelled 
her to be near to him, while her heightened 
. colour, and universal agitation, whenever 
he addressed her, made the secret incli- 
nation of her heart but t6o obvious. 
There are wives who would have seized 
this occasion to retort, but she was so in- 
nocent that I could not distrust her, and 
was above appearing to do so. Some ima- 
ginary slight overcame a mind so delicate, 
and one evening she indulged in her 
tears, and unbosomed her whole heart. In 
vain," she said, ^' did years and circum- 
stances divide her .from Lord Leicester, 
since she took more pleasure in silently 
admiring him, than in being admired by 
the whole world — ^' Ah, Madam/' cried 
she, '^ how barbarous are hereditary hatreds! 
Exert youVsdf for me, dearest Matilda, di- 
vest my liord*! mind of so narrow a preju- 
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dice^ assured that this obligation will dou« 
ble an attachment equally produced by 
your own merit and the family you sprung 
from." 

.What a proposal was this to a wife — ^to 
a wife^ did I say ? alas, to a lover — a wild 
and extravagant lover ! — She embraced me, 
and hid her tears and agitations on my bo* 
som a bosom which struggled with ago- 
nies yet more trying. Affected alike with 
her innocence and her fate, I returned her 
caresses, and w^ept like a mother over her 
child. — She left me sufficient leisure to con- 
sider my answer; I told her, that in pitying, 
I shewed her all the kindness in my power> 
since the little influence I had with my Lord 
was obvious enough. I hinted that hers 
must ever be a hopeless attachment, as 
the visible distinction of the Queen 
made it very improbable Lord Leicester 
'should marry any other woman, not to 
ioention the vast disparity betweenlier years 
and his. 

She replied, that she had considered this 
over so often, that she had reconciled herself 
to every articIe.-'^The Queen thought more 
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of war than marriage, and surely if Lord 
Leicester could be brought to do justice to 
her heart, her youth would never be consi- 
dered as, a fault. • ' 

In short, I easily understood that 'what 
she wished she was resolved to hope. I 
dropped the subject, but it was with in- 
finite chagrin I beheld this lovely girl eu^ 
courage a passion, so many causes concur- 
red to render hopeless. In fact, it djd not 
long escape the Queen's notice, and the 
unfortunate Rose saw every body appear 
to be acquainted with her weakness but 
its object, who shewed a coldnes§ towards 
her, almost amounting to dislike: to me 
she always flew for consolation, and I 
frequently administered that I could not 
find. 

On so important an event as the expected 
invasion, the English were all prepared to 
,take ?irms : Lord Leicester, as their leader, 
was already encamped; and I parted with 
him in common with the other Courtiers, 
without the liberty of uttering a syllable 
that might give peace to his heart or my 
ow^» The misery of my situation became, 
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infoleraible, wheft fear of iny Lord*s saifeljr 
was added to every other fear, itid I resolved 
on aDexplanatron^whateyertliecondeqfreik^* 
The natural ascendancy love and sup^fkyf* 
years gave hiin over me when presefit, va- 
tiisbed^with him : I wrote, intreating him t6 
suffer me by knowiftg to repair an involun- 
tary fatilt, and before it was too laite, recover 
an affection I could not kmg survive. I cow* 
jured him to remember that he was myall in 
this Jife, and that if be continued to with- 
hold his confidetice, I could only conclude 
he repented the having ever bestowed h ; 
and should finally give up all care of a 
being which was no longer dcfar to me than 
while it was so to him. 

The equivocal turn of these expressions 
I thought would secure this letter, even if 
intercepted, from producing any evil conse- 
quence; and while dabious how to convey 
it. Sir Philip Sydney demanded permission 
to take leave of me :-^-not even the pangs I 
suffered through his love, could rob him of 
my regard — the disguising it was all in mjr 
power. To his cvtte I committed this letter, 
assured he might be trdsted even witlt th* 
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tratii: and transported with the least mark of 
my confidence, be promis^^d all tbat lovers 
visually promise. 

No sooner was he gone, than I remem- 
bered, that llie ill-chosen messenger might 
render Lord Leicester insensible to the con^ 
tents of a letler blistered with my tears. 
Alas ! when once we enter the labyrinth of 
possibilities, to which jealousy is the fatal 
centiriel, hardly ever can we extricate our- 
selves. The gentle consolations of Ellinor 
Were all my fate had left me; without her, 
sickness must have been the consequence of 
sorrow; but during the hours of retirement 
(for one apartme»t held us) she omitted no- 
thing to sooth or strengthen iriy mind : — 
incomparable sister ! what a soul was thine! 
Oh ! why were tears my only tribute to thy 
boundless a:enerositv? 

At length Lord Brook arrived express 
ffpm the camp, and took the first oppor- 
tunity to deliver me a letter from my Lord. 
He said I had found means to convert the 
accuser Into the criminal, and conjured me 
lo pardon a mean jealousy, which punished 

VOL. I. L ' 
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itself. My too ready obedience to the Queefi'» 
com^and^ he added^ a<)d the obvious plea* 
sure I appeared to find iiT his nephew's con-t • 
%'eraationj had poisooed every moment of 
his life since I came to Court. Sydney's t^- 
lents^Jiis equal years, his generous disposin 
tion, all conspired to make him a formidable 
rivak '^ I am not meanly jealous of your 
person," continued he— ^' noj^ Matildaji it is. 
your heart of jvhicli I am a misery nor. 
^o I wish you mine, whatever your loss 
may cost me, longer than you wish your- 
self so. Under the nruel circumstances, 
imposed on us, ksa might excusably alarm 
sk heart which has so severely suffered for, 
its candour: yet, too just ip my nature to, 
consider that as. your feuU, which must, 
have proved our mutual misjfortune, I re- 
solved to bury in my bosom itit killing sug- 
gestions, and cease to persecute you with a 
passion which you dared npt repel, however 
reluctant your heart. But that which would 
have made a common mind jealous, has era- 
dicated the weakness from mine ;- for nothing 
but spotless innocence could havemade you 
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chuse out my imaginary rival as the vehicle 
of your sentiments. Truth and conviction 
flash upon my bewildered senses, and love 
breathes through every invaluable line of 
your dear letter, — How, how shall I ever 
reconi pence you for my injustice? — I can 
no longer live without humbling myself 
at your feet, and receiving a pardoa I 
fear I shall never deserve. I have at 
length resolved to confide our secret t9 
Lady Airundell- — sorrow and experience have 
surely taught her discretion. Her house it 
the only retired one to which you can come 
with safety; Appear indisposed, and the 
Queen will easily allow your plea, if you 
urge that you find yourself unable to support 
the hurry and fatigue of the times, I will 
prepare Lady Arundell for your reception 
and snatch the first moment consistent with 
my duty to fly and enliven your solitude. 
The embrace that confirmed you mine was 
less dear to me, than that which will seal 
your forgiveness* — Oh ! ray Jove," ended he, 
^ who could endure the tortures of doubts, 
were not the moment of reconciliation so 
^exquisite a transport!" 
L 2 
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Ah, fine indeed ! for all the pleasures of 
xny life faded before that momeDt ! 1 seemed 
io tread in air, and had hardly command 
enough of myself to affect langbur and sick- 
ness. Elizabeth, who always fomid herself 
fatigued with indisposition, because not 
subject to it, readily consented to my spend- 
ing a month with Lady Aruadell, who re- 
<:eived me with infinite pleasure. I found that 
she had been apprized of my marricige only, 
and that my Lord still withheld the secret 
of my birth. She allotted hie a magnificent 
apartment, which concluded ^ith a sa- 
loon, opening to the Thames. This no- 
ble room was embellished with valuable 
paintings, some of which were not yet 
finished, and a painter of eminence fre- 
quently attended to complete them. This 
man was employed by her to take a pic- 
ture of me, which might fill up the interval 
of my Lord's absence, as vrell as agreeably 
surprise him. While one day dressed gaily 
for this purpose, and waiting in the saloon, 
I perceived the man enter, but how was 1 
surprised to see him a moment after at my 
feet! I turned indignantly towards. Him: 
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All, h^eaveps ! it was my Lord, my Leicester 
himself! who safe in' that disguise, which he • 
and Lady Arundell had agreed on> was to 
forbid the painter whenever he could visit 
us with safety. We learnt from him news 
of the utmost importance ; that Heaven it- 
self had foaght for Elizabeth, and defeated 
an ar-mada her power could ill have coped 
with. This intelligence, by securing Lord 
Leicester, joyed even my heart ; and the 
pride of forgiving being added to the plea- 
sure, of loving, life could- bestow no more 
pn me. . 

I had now learnt to be beforehand with 
suspicion ; and as Sir Philip, charmed with 
the opportunity of seeing me out of the 
shilling circle of a Court, was almost a daily 
visitor, I resolved to end his hopes, evexv^at 
the risque of an implied confidence. I 
eould hardly sometimes forbear weeping to 
see him thus pursuing a shadow, and 
wasting a glorious youth. — Oh Sydney ! you 
were worthy of a better fate, and could I 
accuse myself of embittering your's I should 
be a wretch mdeed ! — ^but no, I honoured, 
1-3 
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revered^, admired you ; nay^ Iiad I not al- 
ready exchanged my hearty u must have 
beea your^s — ^you whom so many womeu 
have loved^ and no one was ever known to 
hate, , 

Haying for^ned my resolution I permitted 
him one day tP lead me to the terrace. 
Overjoyed with tiie dbtinctlon^ be enter- 
tained me with a thousand pleasant sallies.. 
-^ Ah ! is there a more pungent sensation ia 
nature than the necessity fortune sometimes^ 
imposes on generous minds to afflict eaeh 
other? I opened my lips — the truth hoirsred 
qa tliem— but it was not till be faimself ten- 
derly conjured me to add language t» way 
expressive looks, and oonfide tb bim tb€ 
fentimeuts I. bad ^^ncleavoured to ooncseul^ 
>hat. I ^G^m speak. *• Alas! ^r PfaiHp,'* 
tried I, " why am I reduced to tell you^ 
iliat 3'our merit and your attachment arc 
by a cothbiuation of events my only mis^ 
fortunes f" ^ . 

" What do you utter, Madami" cried 
he-^" is this possible?" — 
. '^ A paiiifj^l truth/' returned I, *' whicb 
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the highest eistfeem for you could alone ex- 
tort — I am stnsiblie of the Influence of EUr 
stabeth, but befieve tne^ I am among those' 
vHio cannot obey her." ' 

'' O&ey her r returned he;^' does the 
fair Matilda know so little of me as to ima- 
gine I would ow« ker hand to regal Autho- 
rity?— No, Madam, Sydney would not on 
^ch ternis, he niay proudly say, deign to 
accept even yourself. While my passion 
^Vl% only Hiy own misfortune I thought my- 
9elf at liberty to indulge it^ but the moment^ 
k becomes y6ur% pridte, honour, seu^ibility, 
all ordain eternal silence. Yet surely/' 
idded h6, in ah aflfecting tonfe, ^ a heart 
Klie niihe might hope to know the fetality 
^tthich thus bound's it.*' 

^^ By the love you have professed for me,'' 
cried 1;, seizing his hand in turn with energy; 
" by the honour which actuates you to- 
wards ev^ry human being, t conjure ybu* 
press no farther into a secret I have fio right 
to reveal — ^if I had——" 
^ *' If you had! — ah lovely, generous, can- 
did Matilda^r-^no, 1 will not invade any mys- 

L 4. 
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teryyou think it necessary to conceal; Since 
ihy hard fate deprives my youth of its sole 
charm and hoj)C — yet surely time — may I 
hope nothing from time ? — age would steal 
upon me unobserved were you but to allow 
me' expectation/' 

^^ Why, why/' cried I, weeping,. '^ am I 
compelled to a half confidence in a heart so 
lioblel-^but be assured. Sir Philip, time can 
never unite us by any other bonds than those 
of esteem ; and surely every day must 
strengthen those." 

*^ I think I understand you," replied he, 
£xing his eyes on mine with a melancholy 
firmness — *' and shall I expose you to the 
ungoverned passions of the Queen?— no, 
since I am never — ^since esteem is to be the, 
only bond between us" — hepaused,and kneel* 
iLig kissing both hands, as if taking an ever- 
lasting leave — '' when next you see me — 
though I wring every fibre of this heart — 
when next you see me I will feel entitled to 
all your esteem." 

Rising, he quitted me, and walking to- 
wards his barge, with sad and irresolute 
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steps^ frequently looking back as if he was 
ready to return, and recant his declaration : 
but the barge swiftly conveying him toward 
London, I gave free vent to the tears I had 
with infinite difficulty suppressed. 
. The following evening Lord Leicester had 
promised to pass with us: he arrived with 
an air of satisfaction it was impossible I 
could avoid sharing, even while ignor^ait of 
its cause. '^ Who would rely on the con- 
stancy of a lover/' said be, with a happy, 
smilci *^ since even my M^ftilda's chai'ms 
could. not retain my nephew's attachment!' 
He has suddenly solicited the Queen's con- 
sent to marry Miss Walsingham ; you know 
her love for him, but his amazes all ac- 
quainted with both. Elizabeth calls bim a 
whimsical fool, but does npt care to offend 
Sir Francis by refusing her consent, how- 
ever displeased at his thus matching himself 
— the marriage will be celebrated in a few- 
days, and my Matilda is invited to her rival's 
triumph.'' 

Ah no, I should have returned, had his 
jealousy not taught me caution, thy Matilda 
L 5 
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has a triumph of her own to enjoy. Alat^ 
I now understood Sydney's parting i¥ords^ 
and my heart floated in tears tinclored so 
/trongly with every sentiment hot lov«^ that 
1 could hardly distingiiish whether that had 
Hot a share in the sublimity of the moment. 

My Lord |>ressed me to return to Court 
previous to the ceremony; he even gave out 
that Imeant to do so, and this I only undei^ 
stood by a line which acconjpanied the for- 
mal invitations sent to me and Lady Arun-^ 
delL '' Ah, Madmi/' added Sir Philip^ ia 
the postscript, ^' is it true that you return 
ere my sacrifice is ctnnpleted?**^ 

'* No, I will not return,** sighed I, '^ a 
husband's claims extend no farther, ^ and 
humanity resumes its rights." 
* # * * * # 

The dread that malicious observers might 
once more pry into Lord Leicester's momenta 
of retirement at last Conquered the reluc- 
tance I felt at returning to ^©awrt. I saw, 
in defiance of danger, self-indulgence con- 
tinually increased upon him. Al first> a 
few hours in the evening were all he devoted 
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to me and Lady Arundell ; shortly after be - 
came later and passed the night : he then 
pleaded fear of disgracing one or the other; 

and lost whole days. <3on]d3t thou 

vronder thy former marriage was discovered ? 
said I often to myself, after exhausting all 
my rJbetoric in vain to drive him from me.-— 
-Oh Leicester! what was the wrath of Eli-- 
zabeth then, to that she would feel could she 
explore the whole of this secret ? I en- 
treated EUinor to write me word my absence 
was much remark-ed, and at last returned' 
once more a voluntary victim; 

A sad and silent admiration was the only 
expression, of my features at the sight of 
Sir Philips he sighed at the compliment, 
indispensably d»e, which his bride received: 
with cold contempt. To a countenance na- 
turally harsh and inquisitive, however beau- 
tiful. Miss VT^lsingham had always united 
a tanper, proud, . passionate, and peevish. 
Her strong, attachment to Sir Philip had, in. 
all instances where he was concerned, siib- - 
dued for a time, or veiled those failings. He 
epuW not be ignorant of a passion he*had * 
L.6 . 
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so often been rallied upon^ and the moment 
he found it was not possible for him to make 
his own choice, he generously resolved to 
indulge her's. His motives could not be 
doubted, as all the Court knew she had ho 
fortune, and every body saw it was in her 
power to become the happiest of women. — 
But alas, it was not in her nature — far from 
seeking to win upon his heart by a silent 
indulgence of all his little foibles, she 
\i'earied him with importunate fondness, and 
whenever business or weariness drove him 
from home, employed the interval in foment- 
ing violent passions, with which she seldom 
failed to overwhelm him on his return. In- j 

capable of bending so noble a mind as his ^ ) 

own to the little triumph of conquering a 
low one, and as incapable of regulating his ^ 

life by the narrow rules she would have laid • 

down for hiin, he saw no alternative but the 
pui'suit of glory, and solicited to be sent to 
his government of Flushing. i 

Oh, pardon me, beloved Leicester, the \ 

bitter tears I have so often shed for the gal- i 

lant Sydney. — Why, why had he not chosea | 
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my sister? She was free, she had a hand^ a 
heart, a person worthy his ; she would have 
crowned ))is days with happiness and bis 
grave with honour. Alas, in the weak pride 
of humanity we seek to new model the dis- 
tinctions of nature, and insolently oppose 
our limited faculties to omniscience. 

New disturbances in the Netherlands no w^ 
obliged Lord Leicester, as commander in 
chief, to accompany his nephew* I saW' 
them both depart with a reluctance so ex^ 
treme as foreboded some calamity. The 
generous Sydney understood my silence, my 
conflicts, my wishes. — ^^ Rely on my cares* 
-—rely on my honour/' said he at parting,. 
" and be assured my breast must be as cold 
as the earth which then will cover it, ^re 
that feels one wound which lodges the fair 
Matilda*s heart. — Oh, let me worship the 
wise ordination of Providence! If amidst 
all the evils fate and imprudence have over- 
whelmed me with I still weakly feel a regret 
at pronouncing alast adieu^ what must I have 
endured had I been the chosen ! but why by 
. such a remembrance disturb her I love!-*- 
Yet dear is the sensibility, adored Matilda 



oil let 'the tears which iioir entich your 
i?heeks be wholly Sydiley'i !'* 

And they were wholly Sydtiey'fe !* A sad' 
presentittient heightened the anguish of this^ 
partings by teMing me we never more should 
meet. It remains not for my weak pen to 
paint the heroic dieath of Sir Philip Sydney ; 
it has employed the noblisst. Even envy 
and malice dropt idvoluntar}' tears^ while 
friendship, was exhaasled in vain lamenta- 
tions. As to me» I set no bounds to my 
. sorrow^ and every reason which once con- 
fined my esteem for him toany own bosom 
dying with him^ I mourned as for a darling 
brother;^ and thus perpetuated the secret 
hatred of his widow> who,, weak woman^. 
envied me even the melancholy privilege of 
bewailing him. 

Anxiety for the fate of Lord Leicester, 
which this event must necessarily excite, 
too soon gave way to a still nearer care. In 
vain I imputed my continual indispositions 
to grief; time confirmed an apprehension 
which had frequently alarmed me imme-^ 
dtately after my Lord's departure. I found, 
but too plainly that imprudent love bad pro-»^ 
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duced a^ new misfortunt^ and that I bore 
about a living testimony of my marriage, 
from whi^h the worst consequences might 
arise. 

Ah^ unhappy babe^ thy mother's anguish 
foreran thy birth ! Deprived by a sad com- 
bination of circumstances of a welcome, 
throbs of terror were thy first. symptoms of 
existence. This accumulation of misfor-- 
tune seemed to benumb my reason. I knew 
not what to resolve on. I saw inyself al- 
most in my royal mother's melancholy pre- 
dicament when I was born. Alas^ perhaps 
I may to-morrow be entirely so,'* I would 
cry to myself; " let me fly then while my 
{Prison gates are open.'^^ — The eye of Eliza- 
beth became yet more dreadful ta me ; t 
fancied every moment it dived into my 
hearty and death for ever seemed to sur- 
round me in forms yet dearer to me than, 
my own* 

My sister's better sense easily discerned:, 
bow dangerous and how vain a project flight 
.must^prove. '^ You/' she would say, " whose 
timid heart sbrinkseven from those it loves;, 
who have hitherto trod the most safe and 
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confined circle; who hardly know what 
loneliness means; how, in this sftuation^ 
ean you encounter the perils of the road, 
the insolence of strangers, the dangers of 
the sea, and the terrors of a camp f Even 
admitting all these happily past, iu follow- 
ing Lord Leicester you only change the ob- 
ject of Elizabeth's resentment; from which, 
distance may not shield either you or your 
-Lord; — Oh, by how many ways may she 
revenge herself! — Leicester, it is true, loves 
you; but in you, at present, are centered 
future distinction, pomp, and a variety of • 

pleasures never yet indifferent to hfm ; 

these will be the least of his losses : and, 
believe me, if the secfct transpires,' that it 
ij his own way will one day prove your- 
dearest consolation: — and surely my dear 
Matilda will not entirely forget a sister, whose ^ 
only joy or sorrow she yet has been/' 

The last tender consideration entirely t 
subdued a spark of displeasure excited by 
the former. I submitted my wavering re- - 
solutions to her direction, and wrote, an 
anonymous letter, descriptive of my situa- 
tion, which, with inpumerable charges. 
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I^dy Aiundell ddivered to Lord Brook^ 
the distinguished friend of Sir Philip Syd- 
ney, to convey into Lord Leicester's own 
hands. That amiable woman became the 
confildant of my present fear, and with 
unwearied kindness conjured me to rely 
upon her conduct — in her house she as- 
sured me of an asylum, and in herself of 
another mother for the unfortunate infant. 
I felt all the indulgence of heaven in pro- 
viding me such an unexpected resource; 
and almost, wished I had not made my 
Lord a partaker in cares, he was so little 
able to relieve. By her ad Vice I sum- 
moned courage to appear .again in thef 
Court. /' We seldom," said the prudent 
Lady Arundell, '^ criticise those we see ^very 
day; novelty alone attracts curiosity; and 
if you are absent any time, some eye of the 
many your return will attract, may pierce 
through every veil into the cause. I w ill care-s 
fuUy^ watch, and when necessary, warn yoa 
to retreat." j 

I found on my return, that the fair Rose 
Cecil had quitted London by the com- 
mand of her father^ who was highly in^ 



834 THE RE€E««, &C. 

eeased^ alike at ber refusal ef a v^ry a^r- 
yautog€aui» mstch^ and tfae {>«6sion that 
caused it. The loss of her ^society^ which 
at another time I should have lamented> 
became an advantage in the t>re9ent deli^ 
eate conjuncture* I bo longejr durst wish 
for companioiis I could not keep at a 619* 
taoce t and I hoped ere we met again that 
J. should be more at liberty to cultivate 
the attachment she professed to m^^ while 
time would have conquered that nnfer* 
tiiaate one which aiotie tonld inberfece 
with it. 

. I counted the moments ere a letter ceM 
furrive from my Xjord-^o \wx Eilicvar &•>* 
(mred me the time "firas itiBuffici^nt had' Lord 
Brook's journey met with no delay. Wi 
Irere talking this ore^ one ftomihg^ when ir 
loitd knocking at the door B^uch earliet 
^^n usiidl^ dtartl^ us both ^ how vrns I 
amaaed a moment aftier to see my Lord rush 
]ti> booted, and with thbt dtsordeifed dresil 
and air which shewed him just arrived! £'ai^ 
and <pee6bi^*s I threw myself into his ar^s^. 
and made no other return to bis embt*aces 
tiian by sighs and tftars^ white £llinor> struck 



with the ftingaUnty of his conduct^ refpeat* 
lediy dematodad how he came there f-^' To 
flee» to MVe my love^" ori^ he^ fixiag hit 
eyes on mioe with unutterable fondnessf 
*^ will not my Matilda bless me with anor 
ther self 2 and could I be such a savage 
to leave her to face the pain> the grief^-the 
dangCir aloaei Dry your teaii^ my most be* 
loved, am not I with you ? i whom yoa have 
firade the happiest of mankind; I^ who wai» 
born but to worship youT*-*-'' Imprudent!* 
cried I, striiung my own bosom-—^' alati^ 
iny lovci how is it I see you here f *' It n6W 
seemed a»if reason, like lights pierced at onc6 
through the chaos of his mindy absorbed in. 
the single consideration of Iny state^ he had 
posted to Eiigland ^ without isesting a mo- 
ment on the receipt of my letter^ tior could 
imagine any «ause sufficient to Satisfy ev«n 
iiMlifferent obderv^rs^ much more the jea«- 
ious soul of Elizabeth^-^*' Afa> heavens ! we 
are now indeed ruined," critd I, wring* 
ing my hands, ** the implacable enemy of 
my peace will become so of your's, and 
every malicious eye will now be fixed on 
lier who sinks under the most casual oh^ 
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servatioo. — Oh that the silent mansion iff 
which I so long vegetated had been my 
grave^ since I quitted it but to become ft 
misfortune to the n^n.l love?"—*' Why 
will ray Matilda/* returned Lord Leicester^ 
with a noble miidnes.^, ^^ monopolize love 
and generosity? Perhaps I. havse yet sufii* 
cient influence over Elizabeth^ to persuade 
ber> fears for her welfare alone brought me 
home ; but even if not, shall I refuse to bear a 
single mortification for her sake who has bo riue 
so many for mine? — ^The worst she can dis- 
cover is our mari'iage ; your birth is beyond 
the power of malice. Summon your forti*r 
tude^ my love, and let us concert every mea- 
sure necessary to our mutual safety, for I 
will take all Uic care of myself you woulcj, 
wish me. Never more> I solemnly swear, 
will your husband leave you.. Dreams of 
fortune and favour fade away before the 
realities of life; let us, with our darling 
sister, seek a shelter in France; I want 
not the means of affluence, independent 
of the Queen. Let us then avow our 
union, and thus convert my dear Matil- 
das t€^dernesai always her first cbario^ 
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alike into her virtue and her happiness. 
There, safe from the vengeance of Eliza- 
beth, we oiay, witlioat fear or dishonour, 
quietly await her dissolution. Imagine, 
my love, the exquisite transport of encir- 
cling the throne of your mother with 
lovely pledges of our union ; so while em- 
pire fills every power of her imagination, 
nature may throb through evei:y pulse to hci 
, heart. 

The fond, fond vision floated alike through 
my brain! Lord Leicester, indifferent to 
the opinion of the Queen, resolved to wait 
on her without entering into the reasons of 
his return, which was already known through 
the Court. Elizabeth had for some time 
kept her 'chamber, nevertheless she per- 
mitted him an audience ere she left her bed. 
1 knew her capricious temper, and while 
meditating what line she meant to pursue, 
several of her ladies then in waiting came 
out of her chamber; the last of whom 
told me it was her pleasure, that I alone 
should witness her conversation with Lord 
Leicester. Conscience shivered my whole 
frame, and I entered the apartment as a 



cotidejxioed wiietch would that where the 
rack was preparing. Lord Leicester^ 
eqviallj st^rprised, pointed out by an ex- 
pressive glaaoe a place wh^re the closed 
curtain would pre¥eni her remarking the 
changes of my coanl^eDance, and thitfa^er, 

. more dead than aliVe^ I todc my station. 
^^ Leicester^'/ fs^iid she^ in a languishing 
Toice^ '' thy unexpected xeturn upon the 
news of my indisposition is a fresh mark of 
^hywatchM duty and unwearied affection. . 
I have long resisted that tender inclination^ 
which distinguished thee in earliest youth ; 
Ibut now^ when i have no potent enemy to 
fear^ I may crown thy passion and indulge 
my own without endangering myself or the 

' state. — A -new plot I have discovered to re- 
lease Mary renders it absolutely necessary 
that I should^ by marrying, cut off her 
hopes and those of her party ; I shall now, 
in turn, surprise them. Long have I weighed 
the business in my mind, and frequently de*, 
termined to recall tb€e \ but thy unexpected 
return, by evincing the strength of thy ten- 
derness, demands an immediate rec(Hnpence« 
—Take then at last the so long-withheld hand 
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of Elizabeth^ who thus remgn^ all authority 
over thee, except thai thy heart gives her^** 
She paused, extending a withered ^hand. 
Lord Leicester, con&i&ed beyond all express 
«ion, and expeotiag me to dr<^ senselesn 
every moment^ hesitated a few broken sen-* 
tences of faint gratitude, and kissed the fata! 
hand she no longer withdrew from him, fix- 
ing a moment after hfs eyes- on me; and 
oh, how comprehensive was the look !-r^^ I 
perceive by thy trembling, my Lord," con- 
tinued she, *^ ^ow much I have surprised 
thee. Recover thyself .--My election of thee 
is expected by every one, and shall be im- 
mediate to mortify Mary. I find myself 
well enough to quit my chamber ; it is my 
intention thou shouldst lead me hence this 
evening, and, by taking a regal seat under 
^ the same eanopy, prepare the kingdom for 
the declaration I purpos^e making to-mor- 
row* The ceremony of espousal will de- 
mand time and splendour, but never more 
shalt thou quit her, who finds, after trying^ 
,every effort, that it is impossible to live 
without thee." 
There are instances in nature of timid be- 
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Higs whom darkness merely would deprive 
of their senses, who yet, on desperate emer- 
gencies, encounter the jarriug elements 
without shrinking. — I, who bad till that mo« 
ment been composed of tears and trembling^ 
now found I must no longer bang a helpless 
weight on the heart of my husband, and 
blessing the caprice which made her select 
me as the only witness of her dotage, I 
leant against the tapestry, and endeavoured, 
by a self-collecting air, to arm him for the 
occasion. I had the misery to see bis forti- 
tude diminish in proportion as mine, in* 
creased, and that after stniggling with his 
fjBelings till almost convulsed, he was obliged 
to quit the presence of the Queen precipi- 
tiitely, and scarcely could his failing limbs 
convey him thence. The attetvJaats, before 
dismissed, now entering, the Queen called 
tlie Lady Latiqaeii *q her • bedside, and I 
followed the footsteps of my Lord,— 
*' Heavens and ea^h," cried I, on looking 
round in vain for him, " what is now to 
become of me ! Even Ellinpr^ my duly 
comfort, fate had cruelly robbed me off 
nor was she to be found throughout the 
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1v|]ole|>«Uioe. Ere^JsetBimltK of my^mind 
«^uk[ milMside into rebottetetian I wa£ in- 
Ibrorad Lady Ai««deU'« terge watted u 
ism^ef me tdCbei«ea>9viiere<&(be iraa gvesUif 
«ii<fo{MMied. £iisilyiauigiaiiig tisat this mu 
«t ffditit 49f XiCad lieicestor's 4o aidold his 
VMtmewts to vie in «a£efty^ I hiatftened i»to 
it, aod "wasjoeiii^yed to itbe ftttal mIogr <on 
•the boobs of the Tkames^ «»ce'Conftee3»te4 
^o ioYe «nd frikafHire o&iy. i i&md Lord 
Cielceste^ -alofire mlAi liis niece^ measuring 
%be flpfnisneift with -osiequal steps a»d a 
tfistradted rirs be^okmyiiand, and softem- 
^ng tritfa 'pity (For my«itQflN:im^ -ted me 1.0 
ti ^sest, and tfcirew bimsdf %y me. His tears 
%efdcfWi«I the tiand he kissed^— —'* Suppoift. 
"yctirself ^Hi, my iieul,*' said he 4 '< llie 
t?risists 6crme tmaiwafes, ttnd'fsH^is before- 
^mid with tymr inftenti^niB. Sftieabeth indeed 
%as mrrprizedme; bt<t«s her passion^ how- 
ever weatk and tfbstrrd, is -gstkcfom, k utwr 
stabs itre to the^ieart.*— To st^lftr her*to|jub* 
4i^ it to iJie worlds ^0 ^taiffp ^iAi ndicule 
my Sbverergn, my bcwefactress, treoMno 
idkmlit 4t«rak^ her nMtttt^flal bMffedt md 

TOX.t I, M 
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rob me of my own esteem.— rMatilda, my 
Jpve^ can you support the trutb^ and all the 
truth ? — Did I not tell you that; one day or 
another^' your anxious- wish for seeing your 
mother free might interfere with your, own 
happiness f *It has indeed ; for even at' the 
moment the Queen in tender con€dei^ce 
imparted to me, a plot to release Mary she 
meant to obviate by her own marriage^ my 
secret soul upbraided me as an abettor^ if 

. not a principal in that plot. — Happy in the 

.idea of surprising you with its event, and 
far from expecting so extraordinary a; one 
<m the part of the Queen, I find by papers 
Lord Burleigh gave me ere I entered her 

.apartnieht, that the enthusiastic assistants 
of; Mary meditated the martyrdom of £li- 
zabetli, and have reason to imagine^ that 
she by this time knows the man whom she 

.was willing to level with herself, h^sbeen 
C9pab\e of so infamous a concealment. Nay, 

,}^ow do, J know how far I may.be included 
in jbhe b^harity i She may be led to btlieye, 

I that the hand to which she gave her own an 
houf ago, was armed with a dagS^i wd 
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ready every moment to use it.-^My life is 
at stake^ and oh ! what is infLnitely dearer^ 
every virtue which once I hoped would long 
survive? me. cancelled by ingratitude." — ^The 
agitations of his mind almost deprived hint 
of his s6n%es. — I threw myself at his feet. — - 
" Oh ! if ever the unfortunate Matildal was 
deal* to you," cried 1, '' now shew it— now 
struggle to etidure for her — has she ever 
feared to do so for you ? It is in viain to 
liope any thing from Elizabeth, as circum- 
stances appear she must condemn you. — 
Alrea'dy I see you in the Tower — I see those 
gates open to receive you that have en- 
tombed so many alike noble and innocent. 
If you would have the babe its' motiier's 
anguish almost urges into a premature. ex- 
istence— oh] if you would have it see the 
light of heaven, plunge lier no farther in 
despair. — Fly now, now, this very. moment 
' while we have yet the power. While you 
live your innocence may yet be vindicated ; 
and while you live I may perhaps be able to 
dofio." - 

Lord Leicestier, shaking his head, gave a 

M t 
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deep sigk— a stgb more sqiil-pie£cti>g Ihaa 
the most violeat agiiatioi).— ^^ You know 
not what you say, my love/* returned be — 
*' even now, in all probability, my house i» 
surrounded, and expresses dispatched, to 
close every port in the kittgdom> should I 
attempt to leave it; and hardly is there a 
vustic in England tt> whom my features are 
unknown. One expedient alone remainsj^and 
greatly would that soften thcr stroke. Yon 
are neither^exposed to my dangar^ nor. lik# 
me. the , marked of every eye— flight i&. still 
in your power, and in you I shail think mjr 
*elf safe— put yourself un4er the protec* 
tion"— " Never>* cried I, starting up witli 
vehemence ; ^^ I am your wife, Ihatholy title 
I will maintain before men and ang!^»> and 
juothing-^nothing I in turn solemiily swear 
shall part us. X wiU, with watchful duty^ 
&hare the prison to which 1 shall always re« 
member 1 have condemned you^ and oh! 
if your fate is^ accelerated by my means, bt 
aiisured I alike will share your grave/' *■»- 
** One hope of safety is yet your's," cried 
Xady ArundelL ^^ How could il escape yoii 
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' tfaat the Recess may still supply a sad and 

1^ dear asylum tilL we'can judge of circuin- 

j stances ?'^ — ^The thought had indeed occurred 

I to me> hut I dared not tiame the memorial 

the present misfortune. 1 examined his eyes 
in silence. '^ My gentle love, my sweet Ma- 
tilda^ can I resolve to grieve thee," sighed 
he, '' speak, would you wish me to conduct 
you thither?** My tears only allowed me 
to pronounce '' yes." '' Vet how," re- 
sumed he, '^ js it possible ?--^How can yon , 
support the inevitable fatigues of the jour- 
ney, with the addition of its feai^s, in your 
present situation ?" *' I can support any 
thing, every thing," sobbed I inarticulately> 
'^ but the idea of your danger." ^' Yes, 
my love," added he, kissing- away my tears, 
*^ I will, if possible, live to reward your 
unexampled tenderness^ Lady Arundell> 
think for us, suggest the mode of our de.- 
parture." ^' It should be sudden," cried 
our generous friend, " and how can either 
be sufhciently disguised, or how shall ^ we 
find proper attendants?" '^ We will have 
none with us," returned Lord Leicester; 
M 3 
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'^ I rdyon jouf carets KifDmon I*e VaJ 
from Kenilwofth Castle; he h master dT 
the secret of the Receaa^ whither he ea& 
follow us> aad convey with cape, at di£k^ 
rent tmie»^ the tr^aaure hoarded ia the 
Castle; whik with the veneral^ fo8ter^f»» 
ther of iny love, we wait your further itt- 
forma^na/'— " Ah, how ha^y was iV^ 
added 1, " your fondneaa obliged me to^ 
'learn to ride f now can I foHow you fearle» 
eS any thiag but Elisabeth. Sepply me^ 
dear -Lady Artmddi, but with the hmuAf 
^arb of a servant, my Lord masi have wt^ 
course to thedisgaise of a^ painter, iavented 
.and worn on a hapfwr oecasion, yetif eveft 
I hardly knew hini in it, who else rfiaU di9» 
.cover him •- Oh, hasle my Jtariitig friend I 
•secure ui* Uie fleetest horsea^ — ^I «ecm 'every 
moment emvii'oned with tibe gitai«ds of. JSiit^ 
zabeth — ^hen rinkll we be «ny thinglmt p 
trouble to ywai"'^ ^ 

. TheamiaUe Lady Arualell fir»wided att . 
in the maotter required, and we «et off ifii»^ \ 

media/^y, ere «in-^iet me feaehedA fm^ml^ 
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eot near Si. Albrn'r, whew my Lord tii9i$t-» 
/ . ^ we mighl with 0»fety take a little rest ; 

if ^ ivhich indeed I greaUy reqtttred. Aceix&« 

tomed to paw a^ repass that road for ever, 
l^e faacied he r^^membered every faoe.he saw, 
9iad I toQ furely thought all lenxesabeved 
hm. Our ruetic biM and his wife fieemed 
juflt to have uo^er^tanding enough to is<m^ 
liect the idea of myatery with us^ and I 
rolled my Lord eie hreak of day, imGcsdj 
tmolVmig ioa more to enter 'a honae till we 
leaehed oar aiytnm^ Eveo the profuee ve^ 
eampencefay Liord hretowiedt)n the peasants, 
ireiher aecoidiiiig wMi his aoul diatt his ap* 
pearai&ce^ «3ccit#d their suapidon«; they 
pjnaased lis to stay is a manner which |>oint6d 
mine^ and we departed . with a p^eoipita-* 
ikm whi«h I Awe say oon'firmed their's, 
ymmmg em 3Q»i»ey hy raadk tittle fre- 
i}9en1sed, Iisrd Lefeeiter beitig perfei^tly 
ac«|«aiiitod wiA «he groweid. f ^ent 
tbnpoigh ineaoeditte &laguet ancemplain^ 
ifig, ridivg the wiiede 4lay mH^ no o6her 
' Mfreahisent UkaSL m dcaagfat cf new mik, 
5 
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tuppli^d by a girl as we past along, till ks 
the sun was declining we reached a brow- 
which' commanded St. Vincent's Abbey. 
At the well known prospect my heart di- 
lated — ^my eyes wandered over the whole 
with sensations our first hoine only can 
excite.-- -Nature seemed to tinge the 
woods with deeper verdure — ^the translu-. 
cent stream meandered in majestic silence, 
tindisturbed by noi^ bargemen. — ^Inno- 
cence seemed to rest under the shade of 
the willows which every where fringed its 
margin, and the empuqpled sun diffused the 
repose he seemed hastening to partake — an 
invincible charm took possession of my heart,, 
and even misfortune was for the moment 
suspended. 

'^ Here,*' cried I, -checking my horse, 
^' here we shall be safe — ^ah, more than safe, 
here we .may be happy ! — Why, why can- 
not those hours return when we first metf 
those hours of undescribable felicity? — 
This landscape then bounded our wishes ^ 
in its narroV circle is. contained all neces^ 
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wtj ta e^iBleiat€e> ioi ouT«e\y^ ail wie^e^mxj 
I ta happiness; but WK^ie^i Ihftt first <>f 

> Uessings^ brittgst wiAi il wl% ^%jAi Qftlj 

I !eaii t^Qi?e« And lh# v^ner^bk Fs^tbfr 

•A»d*oiiy> .wHh whfiA. joy--r^b, with wbai; 
0©rrow> will h# reoeiv^ u*«^fQrewfiyro3e4 
4v« by oqr pr^s^iKse ^f afiictUwa, he will 
luudly dar^ to io^d^ji^ |b^ rapture of |i 

4iiktai:i miojtUog in my mm4 fiU«d th% isk 
tiurfat er% w« «irriv^ at^ th« ftpot, wh^jf^ 
my hMTl re^Qgni^d tbe wQntf at oly^^ 
AUghiiag lyt 81^ ^ishtfice^ lord Lei^^^K** 
4er £isteMd ib«liai#^ in w obs/Qui^e p^c^ 
of lb« woodj «i^ w^ prQQt^ded oa (qo^ \^ 
*h« btroiu's cave, £¥^i9g began n^w 
40 gloom aver tfi% h«i»i*pberQ.--^l b^4 
b#^re »gf^ QQi tp op^Q piy lips tiU 
l©y Lord bad by degt^s revt^kd himself 
40 Father AntbQ^yj wboa^ enfeebled s€P$f» 
Jiiigbt Aot be able ta f^m% the f^^pria^, 
but how did' that return upon our^lvep 
ifben a voice with which we w^r# waor 
quoint^d bid lis eat^r« -HQQ^^s^truQk I 
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caught the arm of Lord Leicester^ who 
eagerly enquired after the hermit. [^ Ht 
has been dead these ten days," returned the 
man, '' and is interred among the Scroope 
family in the vaults of St.. Vincent's 
Abbey ; I am , placed here to protect the 
few effects he left behind, till his rela* 
tions shall direct what is to be done with 
them/' — *' And thus vanish our hopes of 
safety, peace, and pleasure,'' sighed I, tunn- 
ing disconsolately from the cave. ^* Ob, 
sainted Anthony, I have now no tears f6t 
thee, and that loss I lately should have 
shed floods for, is now heard with indif* 
ference. Where, wretched wanderers x as 
we ^re, whcgre now can we betake our- 
selves? Had we staid in London, friend- 
ship, nay interest, might have sheltered 
us ; here I am as well known as you are 
there, and the possessors of St. Vincent's 
Abbey will infallibly discover both\. Nay,, 
we know not who those are, and whether 
we might not put ourselves into the power 
of our worst eaemies."— ^^ Alas, iny love^. 



I 



THE RECESS, &<;. QSl 

what do you suffer for my sake ! and it is 
in vain to affect strength^ nature fails^ and 
I must rest if only on the damp earth/*— 
'^ Gracious ' God !*' exclaimed Lord Lei- 
jGester^ supporting me in his arms^ how 
have we deserved this accumulation of 
evils? Let us wind through the wood; 
* who knows, my Matilda, hut Providence 
has left the gate of the tomh open to «hel- 
ter us. It is plain the peasant who inha- 
bits the cave is not acquainted with the 
t secrets of Father Anthony, and in all pro- 

baUlity that of the Recess died with him. 
Oh, struggle a little, but a little, my lave, 
something bids me think Heaven will yet 
protect us." 

Fainting between want of nourishment 
and excessive fatigue, I yet strove to follow 
I . my Lord, but ^ did it so slowly, that night 

I entirely involved us ere we reached the tomb. 

I Lonjg custom, however,, enabled me to lead 

,. him aright. — ^^ It is open," cried he in a 

It transport of joy, ^^ come, my love and let 

!!C me assist you to enter."— He did so, but 
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twtesitljr.9GiB6d* bjr aerehal petatoos^ who. 

•F fctitraglh «o icxfy :0aC ItMdiliiQv^igA lent 
k fltei; <b«t agbnjr ami iioiror 40> etHiMn 
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